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MEMOIRS 

OF THE LtfE AND WRITINGS 

OLIViiR GOLDSMITH. 

ct J HE life of a scholar, I>r. Gold- 
9 , smith has remarked, seldom abounds 
% .-with adventure; his fame is acquired 
n in solitude, and the historian vrhb 
^ oqly views him at a distance must be 
» content with a dry detail of actions 
» by which he is scarce distinguished 
» from 4be rest of mankind : but we are 
% fond of talking of those whohave given 
» XLS pleasure , not that we have any 
» thing important to say^ but because 
' ;i the subfect is pleasing. » 

QxcvisB GoiJ)siiciTU^ son of theReve-* 
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6 THE LIFB 

rend Charles Goldsmith, was bom at 
Elphin, in the county of Eoscommon^ 
in Ireland } in the year i^ag^^His father 
had four sons, of whom Oliver was the 
third. After being well instructed in thm 
classics > at the school of Afv. Hughes ^ , 
he was admitted a sizer in Trinity-col- 
lege, Dublin, on the 1 1^** of June, i']4A* 
'While he resided there, he exhibited> 
no specimens of that genius which, in 
his maturer years, raised his character 
so high. Ou the a*}*** of February , 1749* 
O. S. ( two years after the regular tijne) » 
he obtained the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. Soon after, he turned his thoughts 
to the profession of physic 5 ai#, after 
attending some courses of anatomy in 
Dublin, proceeded to Edinburgh ,. in 
the year 175 1, where he studied the 
several branches of medicine lindet thev 
different professors in that university. 
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OF GOLDSMITH. f 

His beneficent disposition soon involved 
him in unexpected difficulties; and he 
was obliged to leave Scotland precipi^ 
tately,in conseqnerwe ol' having engaged 
bimself to pay a considerable sum of 
money for a fellow-stndent. 

A few days after, about the beginning 
of the year 1754? he arrived at Sunder- 
land , near Newcastle, where he was 
arrested Bt the suit of one Barclay, a 
Ij^ylor in Edinburgh, to whom he had 
given security fir his friend. By the 
good oflTtces of Laughlin Maclane, Esq., 
and Dr. Sleigh , who were then in the 
college, he was soon delivered out of 
the hands of the bailiff, and took his 
passage on board a Dutch ship to Rot- 
terdam, where J after a short stay, h« 
proceeded to Brussels. He then visited a. 
great part of Flanders; and, after pass- 
ing some time at Strasbourg and Lou- 
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8 THE LIFE 

vnin, where lie obtaiaed a degree of 
Bachelor in Physic, he accompanied an 
English gentleman to Geneva. 

It is undoubtedly a fact, that this in- 
geniotis, unfortunate man , made most 
part of his tour on foot. * He had left 
England with very little mOney; knd, 
being of a philosophic turn , and at that 
time possessing a body capabl*? of sus- 
taining every fatigue, and a heart not. 
easily terrified by danger, he became 
an enthusiast to the* design he had 
formed of seeing the manners of diffe- 
rent* countries. He had some kflowliedgc 
of the French language and of music ^ 

* <r . Conntrips wear differput appearknif^s to tra- 
» vejlers of clifiTeient rircumsfanres. A man who is 

* Tvhirletl through Etirop** in a post-chaise , and 

* the pilurim ^^ho walks the j^rand tour on foot^ 
» will form very diflen-nt courlusions. Haudinex- 
» pertus loqmjr, » Goldsmith's PresetU Stale of 
» learning m ICuropet lySS* 
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OF GOLDSMTTH. Q 

be played tolerably well on the German 
flute; which, from an a.nusement, be- 
came , at some times, the means of sub- 
sistence. His learning procured him \n 
bospi tattle reception at most of the reli- 
gious houses he visited; and his music 
made bim welcome to the peasants of 
Flanders and Germany. « Whenever 1 
» approached a peasant's house towards 
» night-fall, he used to say, I played 
» one of my most merry tunes , and that 
» generally procured menot only a lod|[- 
» ing , but subsistence for the next day ; 
» but, in truth,(hjs constant expression) 
» I must own , whenevef I attempted to 
» entertain persons of a higher rank^ 
» tbey always thought my performance 
» odious , and never made me any 
» returfi for my e^hdeavours to please 
9 them. M 

On hi* arrival at Geneva , be was 
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10- « THE LIFE 

recommended as a proper person for « 
travelling tutor to a young man wlio 
had heen unexpectedly left a consider- 
able sum of money by his uncle Mr. 
S*^**>f4^ This yojith, who was ifc-ticled 
to an attorney on receipt of his fortune, 
determined to see the world j and^ on 
his engaging, with his preceptor, made 
a proviso, that he should be permitted 
to govern himself i and our traveller i 
soo,n found his pupil understood the art 
o^irecting in money concerns extreme- 
ly well, as avarice was his pr^vailing^ 
passion* 

During Goldsmith's continuance la 
Switzerland, he assiduously cultivated 
his poetical talent, ofwhith he had gi- 
ven some striking progfsat the college of 
Edinburgh. It was from hence4ie sent 
the first sketch of his deiigthful epistle,. 
Galled the Traveller ^ to his brother 
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OF .Gt>L]>S!tITH. II 

Henry ^ A clergyman in Ireland^ who, 
giving lip fame and fortune, had retired 
with .an amiable wife to happiness and 
obscurity, on ati iticome of only forty 
poimdsayear/The great affection Gold- 
mith bc»:e *for this brother is thus ex- 
pressed in the poem before-mentioned , 
and gives a striking picture of his situa-( 
lion. 

Tlemote, tinfifien^ed, melalicholy, slow. 
Or hj the lazy SU^eld, or wandering Ho; 
.Or onward J where the rude Corinthian boor^ 
Against tlie houseless stranger shuts the door j 
Ot where Campania's plain forsakfen lies, 
^ A #rear/ waste expanding to the skies , 
Wbere'er I roam, whatever realms to see, 
My heart untravell'd fondly turns to thee : 
Still «to my brother turns, with ceaseless paiq. 
And dr#gs at each remove a length'ning chain*- 
Eternal blessings crqwn ray earliest friend, 
. Afid round his dwelling ^uardiati saints -attend • 
Blert be that spot , where cheerful guests retire^ 
To pause from toil , and trim their evening fire; 
Blest that abode, where want arfd pain repair, 
And^evfTV. shrimper fii]d^.a ready chak ; 
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Blest be those feasts with simple p]fiatf crown'd^; 
"Where all the ruddy family around , 
i^augh at the jests or pranl^s that never fail , 
Or sigh with pity at sonae mournful tale, 
Or press the bashful stranger t& his fbodf 
And learu the luxury of doing good. 

From Geneva Mr. Goldsmith and his 
pupil proceeded to the south <if France, 
where the young' man, upon some dis- 
agreement with his preceptor^ paid him 
the small part of his salary which Wis 
due> and embarked at Marseille ibr 
England. Our wanderer was left once 
more upon the world at large, and 
passed through a number of difficuttiea 
in traversing the greatest part of France. 
At length his curiosity being gratified ^ 
he bent his course towards England, 
and arrived at Doter^ the begiunins of 
the winter, in the year 1758. 

His finances were sp Icrw on hi^ return 
to England, thai bn with ilifficulty got . 
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OF GOLbSlflTH. Ijv 

to the metropolis > his whole stock of 
cash amounting to no more than a few 
hali^ence.^An entire stranger in Loo* 
don^ his mind was filled with the moat 
gloomy reflections i%L ^dnsequence of 
Jiis embarrassed situation* He applied to 
several apothecaries^ in hope^ of bein^ 
received in the capacitjl of a journey- 
man; but his. broad Irish accent ^ and 
the uncouthness of his appearance, oc- 
casioned him to meet with insult from 
most of the medicinal tribe. The next 
day^bowever, a chymist near Fish-street^ 
struck with his forlorn condition, and 
the simplicity, of his manners, took him 
into his laboratory, where he confined 
till he discovered that his old friend Dr. 
Sleigh was in London. That gentlemau 
received him yv'Ah the warmest affe<>- 
tion, and libe^[>ally invited him to share 
his purse till some establishmeint «could 
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hi procured for liim. Goldsmith, uit-r 
wiUing to be a burden to his friend j^ 
a short time after elderly embraced 
an offer which was made him to assist 
the late Rev.*ftf<%Iilner, in instructing 
the young gentlemen at the academy at 
Peckham^ and a<^uitted himself greatly 
to the Doct^^/Cl ^satisfaction for a short 
time; but, having obtained some repu- 
tation by the criticisms he had writtea 
in the Monthly RevieW} M. GriflSth, the 
principal proprietor, engaged him in 
the compilation of it, and resolving to 
pursue the profession of writing, he re- 
turned to London , as the mart where 
. abilities of every kind were sure of meet« 
ing distinction and reward ^Ilere he de- 
termined to adopt a plan of the strictiest 
Geconomy, and, at the close of the year 
1759, took lodgings in Green-Arbour- 
court, in the Old -"Bailey, where he 
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wrote several ingenious pieces. The late 
Mr. Newberry > who at that time gave 
great e^fouragement to men of literary 
iJ)i]ities9 became a kind of patron ta 
im young atiljlor:^ and introduced him 
as one of the writers in the Public 
Ledger, * in which his Citizen of th^ 
World originally appear^, under the 
tide of Chinese Letters^ - 

Fortune now seemed to taJce some 
notice of a man she had long neglected. 

♦During ttiis time (according to auother accouDt)^ 
lie wrote for the BHtish Magaiine , of which Dr. 
Sffiollet was then editor , ipost of those Essays luid 
Tales which he afterwards coUec^ and published 
in a separate volume. He also wrote occasionally fot • 
the Critical Aeview; and it was the merit ivhicb 
lie discorered in criticising a d^spica^ translation. 
of Quid's Fasti, by a pedantic school-master ^ and 
his Entjuiry into the present State of learning in 
Europe, which first introduced him to the arguaint- 
tnce of Dr. Smollet, who recommended him to 
•everal literati and to most of the booksellers ^ by 
whom he was afterwards ^atroniz^* . 
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The simplicity of his character, the in- 
tegrity of his heart, knd the merit of 
his productions, made his compt^y very 
acceptable to a tmniber of respectable 
persons^ and > about the itiddle of the 
year 1764, he emerged from his mean 
apartments near the Old-Bailey to the 
politer air of the Temple , where he 
took handsoflne chambers, and lived in 
a genteel style. 

Among many other persons of distinc-i' 
tion who were desirous to know him , 
was the Duke of Northumberland, and 
the cifcilmstance that attended his in- 
troduction t(t that nobleman is worthy 
of being related, in order to show a 
striking trait of his character. « I was 
» invited, said thfe Doctor > by* my 
» friend Percy, to wait upon the Duke, 
» in consequence of the satisfaction he 
> had received froi^ the perusal of ono 
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» of mj T^&ime&^m. I dbe$$eii nt^ntlf 
» in the best m^i^ner I could, and after 
» stadyv^g somje complimeiita I thought * 
» necessary on such an occasion ^ pro-^ 
» ceeded on to Northumberland^-house y 
Ji and acquainted the servants that I 
» hadparticularbnsinesswith his Grace. 
» They shewed, me into an anti-cham- 
» ber, where, after waiting some time, 
» a gentleman very elegantly dresse<I 
w made his appearance : taking mW'for 
3» the Duke, I delivered all the fine 
» things I had composed^ in order to 
yt complhnent faim on the honour he had 
» done me ^ when , to my great astonish- 
9 mentj he told me I had mistaken him 
» for his master, who would see me ini* 
» mediatfly. At that instant the Duke 
9 came into the apartment, sind I was 
> so confounded on th^ occasion, that 
)i I i wanted woirds ha]:d7 ^IGcteut' to 
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» express tlie sense I entertained oflhe 
» Dttke^s poBteness, and went away ex- 
» ceedingly chagrined at the blunder I 
m hatd committed. )» 

The Doctor , at the time of this visit, 
Was much embarrassed in his drcnm-^ 
stances^ but vain of the honour done' 
hhn, was continually mentioning it. One 
of those ingenious executors of the law> 
a baUiff, who had a writ against him, 
detHRlhed to turn this circumstance to^ 
hirown advantage; he wrote him k let- 
ter, that he was steward to a nobleman 
who was charmed with reading his last 
productions and' had ordered him to 
desire the Doctor to appoint a placed 
where he might have the honour of 
meeting him, to conduct hkh to his 
Lordship. 'The vanity of poor Gold- 
smith immediately swallowed the bait j 
Keappoinlfrd the British Coffee-house, 
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. OF .GOI«bSXI^fi. 19 

to wliich he. was aceompanied hj liis 
friend Mr« Hamilton, the printer of the 
Critical Review ; who in vain remon- 
strated on the singtilarity of the appUca-* 
tion. Oir entering the coffee-room the 
bdSliff paid his respects to the Doctor ^ 
and denred that he might have the 
honoor of immediately attending him« 
They had scarce entered Pall-mall , in 
theur way to kis Lordship, when the 
bailiff produced hia writ. Mr. Hamilton 
g^aeroosly paid the money, and redeem'' 
ed the Doctor from captivity. 

The publications , of his Trweller, 
his Vicar of Wake^ld, and his J7i>- 
tory of England, were followed by his 
comedy of the Good-natured Man, at 
Covent- Garden theatre, which placed 
hitu in the first rank of modern writers. 
With rSpect to the Vicar ofWake-^ 
field, it i^ certainly a composition which 

Digitized by Google 



so THE LIFE ^ » 

has justly merited the appktase i^att" 
discerning readers^ as one o£ the best 
novels in the English . language. The 
diction is chaste, correct , and elegant. 
The characters are drawn to the life^ 
and the scenes it exhibits are iageniou^ 
-Variegated with humour and sentiment*^ 
The hero of the piece displays the most 
shinjing virtues that can adorn relative 
and social life^ sincere in hisprof^essiou^ 
humane and generous in htsdisposition^. 
he is himself a pattern of the character 
he represents > enforcing that excelleiit 
maxim , that example is more powex^fol 
than precept. His wife is drawn as pos- 
sessing many laudable qualifications, and 
her prevailing passigp for an external 
parade is an inoffensive foible ^ calcu-* 
la ted rather to excite our mirth than 
iac^c ouE censure.' The charafeer ol'Olif 
yia, the Viciur's eldest da^ight^r ^ is co*** 
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trasted Tfith that of Sophia thj» younger; 
the one being represented as of a di&-^ 
position gay and volatile , the other as 
tather grave and steady; though nei- 
ther of them seems to have indulged 
their peculiar propensity beyond the 
bounds of moderation. 
• Upon a review of this excellent pro- 
diiction, it ^ay be truly said that it 
inculcates the purest lessons of morality 
and virtue, free from die rigid laws of 
sioiciam, and adapted to abstract the 
esteem and observation of every ingenious 
mind. It excites not a thoughl that can 
bein)uriousinits tendency^ nor breathes 
an idea that can offend the chastest ear. 
Our Doctor, as he was now univer- 
sally called^ had a constant levee of his 
distressed countrymen ^ whose wants, as 
far as he was able, he always relieved; 
^md he hat often been known to leave 
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himself even without a guinea^ in order 
to supply the necessities of others. , 

Another feature in his character we 
, cannot help laying- before the readeri 
Previous to the publication of his De^ 
si§r,ted f^illQge^ the bookseller had gi- 
ven him a note of one hundred guiDeas 
far the copy, which the doctor men-« 
tioD6d> a few hours after ^ to one of 
his,4&iends > who observed it was a very 
great sum for aro short a performance. 
<c In truth , replied Goldsmith , I think 
» so too^ it is much more than the* 
» honest man can. afford j or the 
» piece is worth 5 I have not been easy 
» since I received it 5 I will therefore 
» go back and return him his note : )» 
which he actually did, and left it en-» 
tirely to the bookseller , to pay him a<> 
cording to the profits produced by the 
sale of the poem, which turned out very 
considerable. 
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The author addresses this poem to 
Ids friend Sir Joshua Reynolds. He writes 
in the character of a native of a country 
village, to which he gives the name of 
Anbam^ and which hcf pathetically ad- 
dresses. He then proceeds to contrast 
the innocence and happiness of a simple 
and natural state with the miseries and 
vices that have been introduced by poU 
ished Kfe, and gives the following beau- 
tiful apostrophe to retirement : 

blest r^tir^ment, friend to life'$ decline, 
Ketreats from care that never must be mine ; 
How bfest is he who crowns, in shades like these, 
A youth of labour with an age of ea^; 
Who quits a world where str^jg temp rations try, 
And since 'tis hard to combat, learns to fly. 
For him no wretches, born to work and weep , ' 
Explore the mine , or tempt the dangerous dee^i 
Ko surly porter stands in guilty state, 
To spurn imploriqg fiamine from his gate; 
But on he moves to meet his latter end. 
Angels arouifd befriending virtue's friend; 
Sinks to the grave with unperceiv'd decay, 
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Whil« rcsigtmtion gently slopes the wayf 
And all his prospects bri^fning to the lasf, 
His heaven commences ere the world be past ! 

The description of the parish priest 
(probably intended for a character of 
his brother Henry) would have done 
honour to any po^t of any age. In this 
description the simile of the bird teach- 
ing her young to fly, and of the moun- 
tain that ri$es above the storm, are not 
easily to be paralleled. The rest of the 
poem consists of the character of the 
village school-master, and a description 
of the village ale-house, both drawn 
with admirable propriety^nd forces a 
descant of th^ mischiefs of luxury 9ud 
wealth ; the variety of artificial plea- 
sures; the miseries of those who, for 
want of employment at home, are driven 
to settle new colonies abroad, and con- 
cludes with the followiofi beautiful apos- 
trophe to poetry : ^ ^ 
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Abd thoii, sweet poetry, thou loveliest maid. 
Still first to fly where sensual joys iuvade^ 
Unfit 9 ID these Regenerate times of sbauie. 
To catch the heart , or strike far honest fame; 
Bear charming nymph , neglected and decried^ 
My shaine in crowds , my solitary pride; 
Thou source of all my bliss, and all myiroe, 
Thatfoaml me poor at first, andlceep'ft me so; 
Thou guide by which the nobler art excel, 
Hioa nurse of every virtue, fare thee well. 

The Doctor did not rea)) a profit from 
bis poetical labours equal to those of 
bis prose. The Earl of Lisburne , vrhose 
dassieal taste is well known, ,one day 
at a dinner of the Royal Academicians^ 
lamented to the Doctor his neglecting 
the muses y and enquired of him why he 
forsook poetry, in which he was sure 
of charming his readers, to compile his- 
t(Mnes and write novels. The Doctor 
replied : « My Lord, by court%g the 
> muses, I shall starve; but by my o- 
»^er labours, I eat, drink, have good 
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» oloaths, 9Ltkd enjoy the luxuries ^f 
« life. » 

During the last rehearsal of his come- 
dy intitled She stoops to conquer^ which 
Mr. Colman thought would not succeed, 
on the Doctor's objecting to the repeti- 
tion of one of Tony Lumpkin's speeches, 
being apprehensive it might injure the 
play, the manager, with gi;ieat keenness, 
replied : « Psha, my dear Doctor ^ do 
» not be featful of sqmbgj when we 
» have been sitting ainiost these* two. 
» hours upon a btwrel^f gunpowder, ,». 
The piece, howeniBr, .contrarf to Mr. 
Colman's expectation^ \yas received with 
micommou applause by the au^ence; 
and Goldsmith s pride was so hui^t by 
the severity of the above observation,' 
thaXtiJ; entirely put an end to his fifiend-. 
sliip foT'the gentleman who made, it- 

The succes^of 4he comedy of S^ 



* 
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Stoops to com/tter produced a most il- 
liberal personal attack on the author 
in one of the public prints. Enraged at 
this abusive publication , Dr. Goldsmith 
repaired to the 'house of the publisher ,- 
and after renionstratiug on the malig-^ 
nitj of this attack on his charticter, 
began to apply his cane to the should- 
ers of the publisher J who making a pow- 
erful resistance , from being the defen- 
sive, soon became the offensive com- 
batant. Dr. Kenrick, who was sitting 
in a private room of the publisher's, 
hearing a noise in the shop , came in y 
put an end to the fight^ and conveyed 
the Doctor to a coach. The papers ins- 
vtantly teemed with fresh abuse du the 
impropriety' of the Doctor's attenipting 
to beat a person in his own house , oft 
whicli in the Daily A^l^ertiser of Wed- 
nesday, March 3i, 1773, he inserted 
the following address :« 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

(t Jjest it should be supposed tbat I 
» have been willing to correct in others 
» an abuse of which I have been guilty 
^ myself, I beg leave to declare that in 
» all my life I never wrote ,»or dictated, 
» a sifigle paragraph, letter, or essay, 
» in a news-paper, except a few moral 
» essays, under the character of a Chi- 
» nese^ about ten years ago, in the 
» Ledger 5 and a letter, to which I sign- 
» ed ray name, in the St. James' Chro- 
)) nicle. If the liberty of the press there- 
» fore has been abused , I have had no 
» l^and in it. 

» I have always considered'the press 
> as the protector of our freedom , as a 
» watchful guardian, capable of uniting 
»' the weak against the encroachments 
» of power. Wh#t concerns the public 
» most properly admits of a public dis- 
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^ cussion. But of late, the press l;ias 
» turned, from defending public inter- 
» est, to making inroiads upon private 
» life : from combating the strong , to 
» overwhelming the feeble. No condi- 
» tion is now too obscure for its abuse, 
» and the protector is become the ty- 
» rant of the people. In this manner 
» the freedom of the press is beginning 
» to sow the seeds of its own dissolu- 
» tion 5 the great must oppose it from 
» principle, and the weak from fear; 
» till at last every rank of mankind 
» shall be found to ^ive up its beue- 
n fits, content with security from, .its 
]» insults. 

» How to put a stop to this licentious- 

» ness, by which all are indiscriminately 

» abused, and by which vice conse- 

.» quently escapes in the general cen- 

» sure^ 1 am unal^e to tell 3 all I could 
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» wish IS, ttat, as the law gives tisno 

» protection against the injury, so it 

)) should give calumniators^ no shelter 

D after having provoked correction/ 

» ' The insults which we receive before 

» the public , by being more open, are' 

» the more distressing; by treating them 

- » with silent contempt, we do not pay 

» a sufficient deference to the opinion 

» of the world; by recurring to legal 

)) redress, we too often expose the weak- 

» ness of the law, which only serves to 

» encrease our mortification by failings 

» to relieve us. Jn short, every man 

)) should singly consider himself as a 

» guardian of the liberty ol the press, 

» and as far as his influence t an extendi 

» should endeavour to prevent its li- 

» centiousness becoming at last the 

» grav« ot its freedom. » 

Oliver Goldsmith, 
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Notwithstanding the great success of) 
his pieces, by some of which it is assert- 
ed, upon good authority, that he clear- 
ed 1800L in one year, his circumstances 
were by no means in a prosperous situ* 
ation ; * partly owing to the liberality of 
iis dispositic^ , and partly- to an unfor- 
tonaCe habit he had contracted of gam^ 
ing, with the arts of which he was very 
little acquainted, and consequently be- 
came the prey of those who were un- 
primnpled enough to take advantage 
of his ignorance. 

. Just before his death hethad formed 
a design for executing an universal dic- 
tionary of arts and sciences, the pros- 
pectus of which h% actually printed and 
distributed among his acquaintance. In 
this work several of his literary friends 
(particularly Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. 
Johnson, and ft^r. Garrick) had pro- 
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mised to assist and to fumisfa liim with ^ 
arti<;|[es upon different subjects. He hadj 
entertained the most sanguine expecta- . 
tions from the success of it. The under-* 
talpng, however, did not meet with that 
e;i^'Ouragement from the booksellers-, 
which he had imagined ^^^^^Vpld receive; 
and he used f^ament this circumstance 
alniost to the last hour of his existence. 
He had been for some years, afflicted , 
at different times, with a violent stran- 
gury, which contributed not a little to 
embitter the latter port of his life; and 
which, united with the vexations hef 
suffered upon other qccasions, brought 
on a kind of habitual despondency. In 
this unhappy condition he was attacked 
by a nervous fever. 

On Friday the twenty-fifth of March, 
17^4) finding himself extremely ill, he 
s/ent at eleven o'clock at night for Mr. 
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Hawes^ an apothecary, to whom he com- 
plained of a violent pain extending 
J3l over the fore part of his head: his 
tongue was moist ^ he had a cold shiv- 
ering, and his pulse beat about ninety 
strokes in a minute. He acquainted him 
he had taken two ounces of Ipecacuanha 
wine as a vomit, and that it was his in- 
tention to take Dr. James' fever pow- 
ders^ which he desired liim to send 
him. Mr. Hawes replied that in his opi- 
nion this medicine was very improper 
at that time, and begged he would not 
diink of it; but every argument used 
seemed only to render him more deter- 
mined in his own opinion. 

Mr. Hawes, knowing that in preced- 
ing iUnesses Dr. Goldsmith always con- 
sulted Dr. Fordyce, and that he had 
expressed the greatest opinion of his, 
abilities as a physician, requested that 
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he might be permitted to send for liim* 
It was a full quarter of an hoilt* before 
^ Mr. Hawes could obtain tis consent, as 
the taking Dr. Jaroes' powders appeared 
to be the only object which employed 
his attention^ an4 even then he endea- 
voured to throw an obstacle ih his way, 
by saying that Dr. Fordyce was gone 
to spend the evening in Gerrard-street, ; 
« where, added he, I should also have 
)» been, if I had not been indisposed. » | 
Mr. Hawes immediately dispatched a 
messenger, whp found Dr. Fordyce at 
home, and who waited pn I>r. Gold*- 
smith directly. 

Dr. Fordyce represented to him the 
impropriety of taking the powder$ in 
his then situation; but be was deaf to 
all remonstrances, and unhappily per- 
sisted in his W^vn resolution. 

On Saturday morning, March a6,! 
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Mr. Ha'wes \isited his patient, whom 
he found extremely reduced, and his 
pulse was now become very quick and 
small. When he enquired of him how he 
did, Dr. Goldsmith sighed deeply, and 
in a very low voire said, he wished he 
had taken his friendly advice last night. 
Dr. Fordyce, perceiving the danger 
of Dr. Goldsmith's situation^ desired 
Mi*. Hawes to propose sending for Dr. 
Turton, of whom he knew Dr. Gold- 
smith had a great opinion : the proposal 
being mentioned to Dr. Goldsmith , he 
very readily consented, and ordered 
his servant to go directly. The Doctors 
Fordyce and Turton met at the time 
appointed to assist at a consultation > 
which was continued twice a day, till 
the disorder terminated in his dissolu- 
tion, on the fourth day. of April, 1774? 
in the forty-fifth year of his age- 
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His friezids^ who were very uumer^ 
ous and . respectable , had delermined 
to bury him in Westminster abbey : 
his pall was to have been supported 
by Lord Shelburne, Lord Louth, Sir 
loshua Reynolds, the Hon. Mr, Beau- 
clerc, Mr. Edmund Burke, and Mr. 
Garrick, but from some unaccountable 
circumstances this design was dropped, 
and his remains were privately depo- 
siled in the Temple burial-ground, oa 
Saturday the <)th of April 5 when Mr. 
Hugh Kelley , Messrs. John and Robert 
Day, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Etherington, 
and Mr. Hawes, gentlemen, who had 
been his friends in life', attended his 
corpse as mourners, and paid the last 
tribute to his memory. 

A subscription, however, was after- 
wards raised by his friends, to defray the 
expense ol a marble monument, which 
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was executed by Mr. Nollikens, an em- 
ineat statuary in London, and placed 
in Westminster -abbey, between Gay's 
monument and the Duke of Argyle's, in 
the Poets' cornel-. It consists of a large 
medallion, exhibiting a very good like- 
ness of the Doctor, embellished with 
literary ornaments , underneath which 
is a tablet of white marble, with the 
foIlo%ving latin inscription, written by 
hi&<|iend Dr. Samuel Johnson : 

Olivari Goldsmith, 

PoetaB , Physici , Historic! , 

Qui nullum fere scribendi genus 

Non tetigit, 

Nullum quod tetigit non oniavit, 

Si ve R isus essen t mo vendi , 

Sive Lacrymae , 

Affectuum potens, at lenis Dominator; 

lugenio sublimU , vivldus, vcrsatilis, 

OratioDp grandis, nitidus, venusius. * 
Hoc M(tnumento Memoriam coliiit 
' . Sodalium Annor, 

, Aii%oiuni Fides, 
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Lectorum Veneratio, 
Natus Hiberuia, Forneise Lonfordiensis^ 
In loco cui Nojnen Pallas, 

Nov, Xxix. MDCCXAxi, 

[ EblanseLitteris iDstitulus, 

Obiit Londini, 

April iv. MDccLxxiV« 

2^ranslation. 

« This Monument is raised 

To the Memory of 

OnvBR Goldsmith, 

Poet, natural philosopher, and 

Historian , 

Who left no species of writing untouch^|u 

Unadorned by his Pfen, 
"Whether to move laughter, 

Or draw tears : 
He was a powerful master 
Over the affections , 
"Though at the same time a gentle tyrant ; 
Of a genius at once sublime, lively, and 
Equal to every subject ; 
la expression at once noble. 
Pure and delicate. 
His Metnory will last 
As long as society retains aifection ; 
Friendship is not void of Honoiy , 
Aud Reading wants x^ her admirers. 
1 
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Be was born in the king<)om of Ireland, 

At Femes , in the province 

Of Leinster , 

Where Pallas had set her name, 

29 NoY. 1731.. 

fie was educated at Dublin, 

And died in London, 

4th April, 1774. 

As to his character , it is st^ngly il- 
lustrated by Mr. Pope's line , 

* In wit a man, simplicity a child.' 

The learned leisure he loved to en- 
joy was too often interrupted by dis- 
tresses which arose from the opennesss 
of his temper, and which sometimes 
threw him into loud fits of passion; 
but this impetuosity was corrected upon 
a moment s reflection , and his servants 
have been known upoh these occasions 
purposely to throw themselves in his 
way, that they might profit by it im- 
mediately after i for h^ who had the 
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good fortune to be reproved was cer- 
tain of being rewarded for it. His dis- 
appointments at other times made bim 
peevish and sullen^ and he has often 
left a party of convivial friends abruptly 
in the evening, in order to go home 
and brood over his misfortunes. 

The universal esteem in which his 
poems are held, and the repeated plea- 
sure they give in the perusal , are strik- 
ing proofs of their merit. He was a stu- 
dious and correct observer of nature , 
happy in the selection of his images, 
in the choice of his subjects^ and in 
the harmony of his versification ^ and , 
though his embarrassed situation pre- 
vented him from putting the last hand 
to many of his productions , his Hermit^ 
his Traveller J and his Deserted Fillugey 
bid fair to claim a place among the most 
finished pieces in the English language. 
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The excellent' poem of iteCaliation 
was only intended for the Doctor's pri- 
^rate aifiusement^ and that of the par- 
ticular friends who were its subject, 
aad he unfortunately did not live to 
revise , or even finish it in the manner 
which he intended. The poem owed its 
birth to some preceding circumstances 
of festive merriment at a literary club^ 
to which the Doctor belonged, and who 
proposed to write epitaphs on him* He 
'Was called on for retaliation, ^nd at 
their next meeting produced the poem* 
. The last work of this ingenious an* 
thojr was an History of the Earth and 
aniriat^ Nature^ in 8 vols. 8vo., for 
which production his bookseller paid 
him 85o 1. The Docitor seems to have 
considered attentively the works of the 
several authors who have wrote on this 
subject. K t^ere should not be, a great 
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deal of discovery, or new matter, yet 
a judicious selection from abundant m.a- 
tevials is no small praise, and if the ex- 
periments and discoveries of other >yri- 
ters are laid open in an agreeable dress, 
so pleasing as to allure the young read-* 
er into a pursuit of this sort of know- 
ledge, we have no small obligations to 
this very engaging writer. 

Our author professes to have had a 
taste rather classical than scientific , and 
it was in the study of the classics that 
he first caught the desire of attaining a 
knowledge of nature. Pliny first inspired 
him, and he resolved to translate that 
agreeable writer, and by the help of a 
commentary to make his translation ac-^ 
ceptable to the public. 

It is not to be questioned that Dr. 
Goldsmith, had he followed that plan, 
would have marked out those inaccura* 
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cies and extravagdncies , into which an 
easy credulity, or a want of attention, 
or the little progress of science in the 
world, in his age, had seduced his ori- 
ginal author , and are the blemishes of 
thatingeniouS; inquisitive^ and laborious 
writer. Nor are his abilities less conspi- 
cuous in his poetic than his prosaic pro- 



To. attempt to convey a proper idea 
Cif his great genius in the former^ would 
be a task to which we must acknowledge 
ourselves tot^ly incompetent : their 
l)eauties cannot be pictured by relation j 
4ey can only be known by his writ- 
iugs , of which ,• as specimens , we shall 
lusfert the following extracts : 

THE COUNTRY CLE|lCyYMAN. 

From the Deserted Fillage. 

Near yonder copse j where once the garden spuilM, 

Aftd still where many a garden-flower grow* wild ; 

There, ^heie a few torn shrubs the place disclose. 
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The Village-Preacher's modest mansion rose, 
A man he Was to all the country dear , 
And passing rich" with forty pounds a year ; 
K^mote from towns he ran hi« godly race. 
Nor e'er had rhang'd , nor wish'd to chakise bis place; 
UnpraclisM he to fawn, or seek for power, 
^y doctrines fashiou'd to the varying hour; 
^W other aims his heart had learn'd to prize , 
iMore skill to raise the wretched, than to rise* 
His house was known to all the vagrant train, 
H'e chid their wiand'rings, but relieved their pain: 
.'IHie long-remember'd beggar was his guest , • 
^Vhose beard descending swept his aged breast: 
The TuinM spendthrift , now no longer proud, 
Glaim'd kindred there , and had his claim allowed ; 
The broken soldier, kindly bade to stay , ; 

Sat by his fire, and talk'd the night away ; 
Wept o'er his wounds, or, tales of sorrow done, 
Shoulder'd his crutch, and shew'd how fields were won. 
Pleas'd with his guests, the good man learn'd to glow, 
And quite forgot their vices in their woe; 
CaiNsless their merits, or their faults to scan, 
His pity gave ere charity began. 
Thus to relieve the wretched was his pride , 
And e'en his failings lean'fl to Virtue's side; 
But in his duty prompt , at every call > i 

He watchM and wept, he pray'd and felt, f«r all; 
And , as a bird each fond endearment tries , , , 
To tempt its ncW fledg'd offspring to tlie skies, 
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fle trfd each art , rcprov'd ^adi doll delay, 
AIIar*d to brighter worlds, and led the way. 
Beside the bed where parting life was laid , 
And sorrow , guilt , and pain , by turns dismay'd. 
The rev'reDd champion stttod. At his controul. 
Despair and anguish fled the stiliggliug soul ; 
Comfort came down , the trembling wretch to raise f 
And hrs last faltering accents whisper'd praise* 
At churchy with meek and una£fected grace , 
Bis looks adorn'd the venerable place ; 
Truth from his lips prevailed with double sway , 
And feols, who came to sco£P, remain'd to pray* 
The service past 9 around the pious man, 
With steady zeal, each honest rustic ran; 
£'en children follow'd with endearing wite# 
Aod pluck'd hitf gown to share the good man's smiie* 
His ready smile a parent's warmth exprest , 
Their welfare pleas'd him , and their caTes distrcst; 
To them his heart , his love , his griefs were given, 
But all his serioiiis thoughts had rest in heaven. 
As some tall cliff, that lifts its awful form, ' 
Swells from the vale ^ and midway leaves the storm , 
.Tho' round its breast* the rolling clouds are spread , 
Sternal sunshine settles on his head. 

THE COUNTRY ALEHOUSE. 
From the Deserted-rillage. 
^ear yonder thorn , that lifts its head on high; 
.Where OBct th« sign-poet caught the passing cye,^ 
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Low lies that hotiaewhertKut-btown draughtsinspi y% 
Where grey-heard Mirth and smiling Toil retir'd; 
Where Village-Statesmen talk'd with looks profound, 
And news much older than their iiie went round* 
Imaginatioti fondly stoops to trace 
The parlour-splendours of that festive place ; 
The white-wash'd wall, the nicely sande^ floor, 
The varnish'd clock that click'd behind the door ; 
d?he chest contriv'd a double debt to pay , 
A bed by night , a chest of drawers by day ; 
The picture plac'd for ornament ^and use , 
The twelve good Rules, the royal gamfe of Goose; 
The hearth, except when winter chill'd the day. 
With aspen boughs, and flowfers, and fennel gay ; 
While broken tea-cups , wisely kept for show , 
Kang'd o'er the chimney, glisten'd'Hn a row. 

y^in transitory splendours! Could uot all 
Reprieve the tott'riag mansion from its fall? 
Obscure it sinks, nor shall it more impart 
An hour's importance to the poor man's heart; 
Thither uo more the peasant shall repair 
To sweet oblivion of his daily care ; 
I9o more the farmer's news, the barber's tale, 
1^0 more the woodman's ballad shall prevail ; * 
"No more the smith his dusji^ brow shall clear , 
Relax his pondrous strength , and lean to hear ; 
The host himself no longer shall be found 
Careful to see the mantling bliss go round; 
Nor the coy maid, half willing to be piesty 
Shall kiss the cup»to pass it to the rest. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE TRAVELLER, 

Remote j unfriended , melanchttly, slow , 
Or by the lazy Scheld , or wandering Po ; 
Or onw^ard, where the riide Corinthian boor 
Against the houseless stranger shuts the door; 
Or where Campania's plain forsaken lies, 
A dreary waste expanding to the skies ; 
Where'er I roam , whatever realms to see, 
My heart untravell'd fondly turns to thee : 
Still to my brother turns , with ceaseless pain , 
And draga at each remove a lengthening chain. 

Eternal blessings crown my earliest friend , , 
And round his dwelling guardian saints attend ; 
Blest be that spot where cheerful guests retire , 
To pause from toil, and trim their evening fire; 
Bleat that abode, where want and pain repair, 
And every stranger finds a ready chair : 
Blest be those feasts with simple plenty crown'd , 
Where all th^ ruddy family arciund 
Laugh at the jests or pranks that never fail, 
jOr sigh with pity at some mournful tale; 
Or press the bashful stranger to his food , 
And learn the luxury of doing good. 

But me, not destined such delights to share. 
My prime in life in wandering spent; and care; 
Impell'd , with steps unceasing to pursue 
Some fleeting good, that mocks me with the view; 
That, like the circle bounding earth and skies , 
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Allures from far, yet, as I follow , flies; 
My fortune leads to traverse realms alone ^ 
And find no spot of all the world my own*. 

Ev'n now, where Alpine solitudes ascend ^ 
1 sit me down a peusiye hour to spend; 
Andy plac'd on high, above the storm's career y 
Look downward where an hundred^realros appear ; 
Lakes y forests ) cities, plains extending wide. 
The pomp of kings, the shepherd's humbler pride. 

When thus Creation's chi^rms around combine y 
Amidst the store , should thankless pride repine ? 
Say , should the pbilosopbic mind disdain 
That good which makes each humbler bosom vaia? 
Let school-taught pride dissetaible all it can|t 
These little things « re great to little man; 
And wiser he , whose sympathetic min4 
£xults in all the good of all mankind. 
Ye glittering towns^with wealth and spleudor crown'd; 
Ye fields, where summer spreads profusion round; 
Ye lakes , whose vessels catch the busy gale ; 
Ye trending swains , that dress the flowery vale | 
For mc yo^T tributary stores combine ; 
Creation's heir, the world, the world is mine* 

As some lone mi^r , visiting his store , 
Bend9 at his treasure , counts, recounts it o'er^ 
Hoards after hoards his rising raptures fill ^ 
Yet still he sighs , for hoards are wanting still : 
Thus to my breast alternate passions rise , 
Pleas'd lYitb ench gogd that heaven to man supplies: 
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Yet oft a sigh prevails , and sorrows fall , 

To see the hoard of human bliss so small ; 

And oft I wish , amidst the scene , to find 

Some spot to real happiness cozi^sign'dy 

Where my worn soul, each wandering hope at rest ^ 

May gather bliss t9 see my fellows blest* 

But where to find that happiest spot below if 
Who can direct , when all pretend to knowi^ 
The shadd'ring tenant of the frigid zone 
Boldly proclaims that happiest spot his own; 
Extols his treasures of the stormy seas y 
And his long nights of revelry and ease ; 
The naked negro, panting at the line, 
Boasts of his golden sands and palmy wine >^ 
Basks in the glace, or stems the tepid wave, 
And thanks bi» gods for all the good ihey ga9e« 
Such is the patriot's boast ^ where'er we loam^r 
His first , best country ^ ever is at home* 



^ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

JL here are an hundred faults in this 
thing, and an hundred thfngs might be 
said to prove them beauties. But it is 
needless. A book may be amusing with 
numerous errors, or it may be very dull 
without a single absurdity. The hero of 
this p^ce unite^ in himself the three 
greatest characters upon earth : he is a 
priest,/an husbandman, and the father o( 
a family. He is drawn as ready to teach, 
.^nd ready to obey, as simple in affluence, 
an4 majestic in adversity. I|i this age of 
. opulence and refinement, whom can such 
'a character please? Such as are fond of 
high life will turn with disdain from the 
sifiiplicity of his country fiie-side ; such 
as mistake ribaldry for humour will find 
aio wit in his harmless conversation 5 and 
such as have been taught to deride reli- 
gion will laugh at one whose chief stores 
of comfort are drawn from fBturity. 
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CHAP. L 



The description of the family offVake^ 
field, in which a kindred likeness pr^ 
vails as well of minds us ofpersons^ 

1 WAS ever of opinion that the honest man 
who married and brought up a large family, 
did more service than he who continued 
■ smgle 5 and only' talked of population* 
From this motive , I had scarce taken or- 
ders a year , before I began to think se- 
riously of matrimony , and chose my wife 
as she did her wedding gown , not for a fine 
glossy surface, but such qualities as would 
wear well. To do her justice , she was a 
good-natured notable woman ; and as for 
breeding, there were few country ladies 
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who could shew more. She could read any 
English book without much spelling ; but 
for pickling 9 preserving and cookery^ none 
could excel her. She prided herself abo 
upon being an excellent contriver in house*- 

• keeping; though I could never find tibat we 
grew richer with all her contrivances. 

However, we loved each Qther tenderly, 
and our fondness increased as we grew old. 
There i^^s in fact nothing that could make 
us angry with the world or each other. We 
had an elegapt house, situated .in a fine 
covmtry , and a good neighbourhood. The 
year was spent in a ^oral or rwrai amuse- 
ment, in visiting our. rich neighbours, 
and relieving such as were poor. We had 
no revolutions to fear , nor fatigues to u£t- 
dergo ; all our adventures were by the 
fireside , and all our migration^ from the 

^ blue bed to the brown. 

As we lived near the road , we often ha4 
the traveller or stranger visit us to taste our 
gooseberry wine , for which we had great 
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reputation; and I profess, with the veracity 
of an historian , that I never knew one of 
tlieia find fault with it. Our cousins too 9 
even to the fortieth, remove, all remem- 
bered their afiinity^^ ithout any help from 
the herald^s office^-^nd came very fre- 
quently to see us. Some of them did us no 
great hoit>ur by these claims of kindred ; 
as we had the blind, the maimed and the 
halt , amongst the number. However , my 
wife always insisted that as they were the 
same fle^h and Hood, they should sit with 
us at the same table. So that if we had not 
very rich , we generally had very happy 
friends about us ; for this remark will hold 
good through life, that the poorer the guest^ 
the better pleased he ever fe with being 
treated ; and as some men gaze with ad- 
miration at the colours of a tulip, or the 
wing of a butterfly, so I was by nature an 
admirer of happy human faces. However, 
irtien any one of our relations was founds. 
fi> be a person of a very bad character, a& 
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troublesome guest 9 or o|ie we desired I9 

get rid of, upon hi^ leaving my house ^ I 

ever took care to lend him a riding^coat , 

'or a pair of boots , or sometimes an horse 

of small value, and I ^w^ys had the satis-? 

faction of finding hfeWever came back .to 

return them, By this the hpuse was cleared 

of such as we did not like ; but^iiever was 

th^ family of Wakefield known to turn the 

traveller or th^ poor dependant out of 

doors, . 

Thus we lived several years in a state of 

much happiness, not but that we sometimes 

had those little rubs which Providence 

sends to enhance the value of its favours. 

J* 
]\|y orchard was often robbed by sfchoolt 

boys, and my wife's custards plundered 

by the cats or the children. The Squir( 

would sometimes fall asleep in the mosf 

pathetic parts of pay sermon , or his lady 

return my wife's civilities at church witU 

a mutilated curtesy. But we soon got ovef 

the' uneasiness caused by such accidents > 
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and usuaily in three or four days begalOi to 
wcmder how they vexed us. 

My children, the offspring of temperance, 
as they were educated without softness, so 
they were at once well formed an* healthy; 
my sons hardy and active , my daughters 
beautiful and blooming. When I stood in 
&e midst of the little circle , which pro- 
mised to be the supports of my declining 
age, I could not avoid repeating the famous 
story of Count Abensberg, who , in Henry 
IPs progress through Germany, while 
other courtiers came with their treasures,, 
brought his thirty-two children , and pre- 
sented them to his sovereign as the most 
vahiable offering he had to bestow. In this 
manner, though I had but six , I considered 
them as a very valuable present made to 
my country , and consequently looked 
tipon it as my debtor. Our eldest son was 
named George, ^ter his uncle, who left us 
len thousand pounds. Our second child , 
ft girl, I intended to call 9 after her aunt^ 
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Gris^el; but my wife, who during her 
pregnancy had been reading romances 9 
insisted upon her being called Olivia. In 
less than another year we had another 
daughter^ and now I was determined that 
Qrissel should be her name; but a ^ rich 
relation taking a fancy to stand godmother^ 
the girl was, by her directions, x^lled 
Sophia; so that we had two romantic 
names in the family; but I solemnly protest 
I had no hand in it. Moses was our next ; 
and after an interval of twelve years, we 
had two sons more. 

It would be fruitless to deny my exultation 
when I saw my littleones about me; but 
the vanity and the satisfaction of my wife 
were even greater than mine. When our 
visitors would say, c Well , upon my word, 
» Mrs. Primrose , you have the finest chil- 
li dren in the whole country. Ay, neigh- 
p hour, she would answei^ they, are as 
» Heaven made them , handsome enough , 
» if they be good enough; for handsoi^e 
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I is that handsome doel?» And then she 
would bid the pits hold up their heads; 
who, to conceal nothing, were certainly 
very handsome. Mere outside is so very 
trifling a circumstance with me, that I 
slioald scarce have remembered to mention 
it, had it not been a general topic of con-^ 
Tersation in the country. Olivia , now about 
eighteen , had that luxuriancy of beauty 
with which painters gpierally draw Hebe ; 
opeo, sprightly, and conunanding. Sophia's' 
features were not so striking at first , but 
often did more certain execution ; for they 
were soft, modest, and alluring. The one 
vanquished by a single blow, the other by 
§§brts fticcessfully repeated. 

The temper of a woman i$ generally 
fonned from the turn of her features , at 
least it was so with my daughters. Olivia 
wished for many lovers , Sophia Jo secure 
. one. Olivia was often affected Trom too 
great a desire to please ; Sophia even represt 
excellence from her fears to offend. The 
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one e»lertainei tne with her vivadty when 
I was gay 9 the other wiih her sense when 
I was serious. But these qualities were 
never carried to excess in either, and I 
have often seen them exchange characters 
for a whole day together. A suitofmousping 
has transformed my coquette int6 a prude^ 
and a new set of ribands has given /ler 
younger sister more than natural vivael^<i 
My eldest son Georgia was bred at Oxford > 
-^s I intended him for one of the learned 
professions. My second boy, Moses , whont 
I designed for business, received a sort of 
miscellaneous education at home. But it 
is needless to attempt describing the par- 
ticular characters of young people Aat had 
seen but very little of the world. In short, 
a family likeness prevailed through all; 
and, properly speaking, they had but one 
character , that of being all equally gen- 
erous, credulous, simple, and inoffensive* 
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CHAP. IL 

Family misfhrtunes, Tkt loss of fottune 
only serves to increase the pride ofttie 
worthy, 

•1- BE temporal comeerns of our family "svere 
chiefly committed to my wife's manage- 
Bient; as to the spiritual, I took them en- 
tirely under my own direction. The profits 
•f my living , which amounted to about 
Airty-five pounds a year, I made over to 
the orphans and widows of the clergy of 
oor diocese; for having a sufficient fortune 
of my own, I was careless of temporalities, 
and felt a secret pleasure in doing my duty 
i»thout a reward. I also set a resolution 
of keeping no evirate , and of being ac- 
quainted with every man in the parish, 
edorting the married ipen to temperance, 
and the bachelors to matrimony; so that 
in a few years it was a common saying, that 
there were three strange wants% Wake- 
field, a parson wanting pride, yoimg m^Q 
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wanting wives^ and ale4ipus€8 wanting cus« 
- toniers« 

M^^trimony was always one of my favou- 
rite topics*^ and I wrote several sermons 
to prove its happiness : but there was a 
peculiar tenet which I made a point of 
supporting ; for I maintained with Whistoii, 
that it was unlawful for a priest of tfee 
church of England 9 after the death of his 
first wife 5 to take a second; or, to expre^ 
it in one word , I valued mysdf upon be- 
ing a strict monogamist. 

I was early initiated into this important 
dispute 9 on which so many laborious vo- 
lumes have been written. J published some 
tracts upon the subject mysdif, which, ^ 
they n^ver sold, I have the consolation of 
thinking are read only by the happy few* 
Some of my friend^ called this my weak 
side; biitatas! they had not like me mad€ 
it the subject of long contemplation. The 
more I reflated upon it, tjie more import- 
ant it appeared. I even went a step be- 
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jond Whigton in displaying my principles: 
tohe had engraved upon his wife's tomb that 
Ae was the only wife of WilHam Whiston ; 
80 I wrote a similar epitaph for my wife 9 
though still living < in which I extolled her 
prudence , oeconomy , and obedience 9 till 
deadi; and having got it copied tair, with 
an elegant frame, it was placed over the 
diknney-piece 9 vrhere it answered several 
very us^ul purposes. It admonished my 
wife of her duty to me , and ttfy fidelity 
te her; it inspired her with a passion for 
feme , and constantly put her in mind of 
her end. 

It was thus, perhaps 9 from hearing mar^ 
liage so often recommended, that my eld- 
est s^, }ust upon leaving college, fixed 
his affections upon the daughter of a neigh- 
bouring elergyman , who was a dignitary 
in the church , and in circumstances to 
give her a large fortune : but fortune was 
her smsdlest accomplishment. Miss Ara- 
bella Wihnot was allowed by all: ^^isefi 



ed by Google 



63 THE VICAR 

my two daughters) to be compleatIji\>ret- 
ty. Her youth, health and innooeuce^ wfere 
still heightened by a complexion so transr 
parent , and such an happy sensibility of 
look , as even age could not gaze on with 
indifTerence. As Mr. Wilmot knew that I 
could make a very handsome settlement 
on my son, he was not averse to the ntatch; 
so both families lived together in all that 
harmony which generally precedes an ex- 
pected alliance. Being convinced by expe- 
rience that the days of courtship are th^ 
most happy of our lives, I was willing 
enough to lengthen the period^ an.d the va- 
rious amusements which the young couple 
every day shared in each other's company^ 
seemed to increase their passion. We were 
generally awaked in the morning by mu- 
sic , and on fine days rode a hunting. The 
hours between breakfast and dinner the 
iadic^ devoted to dress and study : they 
usually read^a page, and then gazed at 
^^^^mi^^ ^A ^^ ^^^9 wliich even pbilo- 

•m _ 

* Digitized by Google 



OP WAKEFIELD. 63 

sophers mi^t own often presented the 
page of greatest beauty. At dinner my wife 
took the lead; for, as she always insisted 
upon carving every thing herself, it being 
her mother^s way, she gave us upon these 
occasions the history of every dish, When 
we had dined, to prevent the ladies leavini; 
us, I generally ordered the table to be re- 
moved ; and sometimes, with the music- 
master's 'assistance, the girls would give 
us a very agreeable concert. Walking out , * 
drinking tea, country-dances, and forfeitsj^ 
shortened the rest of the day, without the 
assistance of cards , as I hated all manner 
of gaming, except backgammon, at which 
my old friend and I sometimes took a two*- 
penny hit. Nor can I here pass over an 
ominous circumstance that happened the 
last time we played together: I only want- 
ed to fling a quatre , and yet I threw d€U<^ 
(ice five times running. 

Some months elapsed in this manner, 
till at last at was thought convenient- 
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to fix a day for the nuptials of the young 
c<Hi{^9 who seemed eamestlj^ to desire iU 
During the preparations for the wedding; 9 
I need not describe the busy importance 
of my wife , nor the sly looks of my daugh^ 
ters : in faet , my attention was fixed on 
another object 9 the compleating a tract 
which I intended shortly to publish in de-* 
fence of my ia¥0urite principie. As I looked 
u||on this as a master-pieoe^ both for argu- 
ment and style 9 I could not in the pride 
.*^of my heart avoid shewing it to my old 
friend Ur. Wilmot, as I made no doubt 
of receiving his approbation : but not till 
too late, I discovered that he was most 
violently attached to the contrary opinion^ 
and with good reason; for he was at that 
tkne^ctually courting a fourth wife. This^ 
as may be expected , produced a dispute at- 
tended with some acrimony 9 which threat* 
ened to interrupt our intended alli^mce^ 
but on the day before that appointed for 
the ceremony, we agreed to discuss the 
ftubjeet at large. 
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It was managed with proper spirit on 
both sides: he asserted that I was hetero^ 
dox, I returned the charge; he replied, 
and I rejoined. In the mean time, while 
the controversy was hottest , I was called 
out by one of my relations, who, with a 
face of concern , advised me to give Bp* 
the dispute, at least till my son^s wed^mg 
Was over. « How, cried I, relinquish the 
» cause of truth, and let him be all bus- 
i band, already driven to the vei^e of ab« 

> surdity. You might as well ad^se me to 
» give up my fortune as my argument. — 

> Your fortune, returned my friend, I am 
» now sorry to inform you, is almost no- 
» tibing. The ilaerchant in town , in whose 
» hands your money was lodged, has gone 

> off, to avoid a statute of bankruptcy, 
* and is thought not to have left a shilling 
» in the pound. I was imwilling to shock 
» you or the family with the account,, till 
» after the wedding : but now it may serve 
» to moderate your warmth in the argu- 
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» me&t ; for I siippose yoiir own prtidence 
» wHl enforce the necessity of dissembling, 
9 at least till your son has the youiig lady's 
» fortune secure, — Well , returned I , if 

> M^bat you tqll me be true , and if I am 

> to be a beggar 9 it shall never make n^ 
1 a i^scal , or induce me to disavow my 
» principles. Til gio this moment and in-< 
9 foropi tb^ company of my circumstances; 
» and as for the ailment, I even here 
» retract my former concessions in the old 
» gentleman's favo^, nor will I allow him 
9 now to be an husband in wy sense of 
9 the expressloq. > 

It would be endless to describe the difn 
ferent sensations of both fasftilies, when I 
divulged the news, of our misfortune ; but 
what others felt was sH^t to, what the lov-i 
ers appeared to endure, Mr. WiUnot, who 
seemed before sufficiently in^^lined to break 
off the match, was by this .blow soon de-» 
termined : one virtue he bad in perfection, 
which WAS prudence, too often the only 
one that is left^us at seventy-two, 
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CHAP. III. 

d migration. The fortunate circunt" 
gUM/nccs of our lives are generally found 
at last to he of our own procuring, 

1 HE only hope of our family now was, 
that the repoil^ df our misfortanes might 
btt^malicious of premature : but a letter 
from my a^ent in town soon came with a 
confirmation of every particular. The loss 
of isrttuie to myself alone would have been 
triflfng; the only uneasiness I felt was for 
my €uBOy, who were to be humbled with- 
OBt an education to render them callous 
to contempt. 

Hear a fortnight had passed before I 
attempted to restrain their affliction ; iot 
pvemature consolation Is but the remem- 
brance of sorrow. During this interval , my 
tfaooghls were employed on some future 
means of supporting them ; and at last a 
I maU cure of fifteen pounds^' a year was 
offiared me in a distant ae^hbeuriiood, 
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where I could ^01 enjoy mj priiu^lplfi 
without molestation. With this pTO|K>sal I 
joyfully closed, having detef mined to in- 
crease my salary by managing a llt:tie 
farm. 

Having taken this resolution , my nex^ 
care was to get together J|bfe. wrecks oCI&e]^ 
fortune ; and all debts conKted and f^tA^l 
out of fourteen thousand pounds we nad 
but four hundred rena^ning. My chkf at- 
tention , therefore , was now to bring diMrm 
the pride of my £imUy to their ahnetnB- 
stances; for I well knew that k^pirUigl 
heggary is wretchedness itself. « You cannot! 
» be ignorant, my children , cried I, that 
» no prudence of ours cmild have prevented 
» our late misfortune ; but prudence may 
9 do much in disappointing it's effects. 
» yfe are now poor, my fopdlings , and 
» wisdom bids us confonn to our humJ^ 
» situation. Let us then , without repining, 
» give up those splendours with which 
> numbers are wretched ^ and seek in 
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* kamUer circum&tatioes that peace with 

> whidb allnnay be happy. The poor live 
» pleasantly i?rithout our help ; why then 

> should not yte leajm to live without theirs^ 
» Ro, my children , let us from this moment 
» pit up all pretensions to gentility ; w» 

> ime still enough left for happinesl^ if wa 

> at wise, and let us draw upon content 
) br 4ie deficiencies of fortune. » 

As my ddest son was bred a scholar, I 
dclerHuned to send him to town, where 
lu8 abilities might contribute to our sup- 
iwrtandhisown. The separation of frienc^ 
aod families Is , perhaps , one of the most 
folressfull d^reumstances attendant pn 
penury* The day soon arrived on which we 
w«re to disperse for the first time. My son , 
^^ taking leave of his mother and the 
fcst, who mingled their tears with their 
losses , came to ask a blessii^ from me. 
TbisJ gave him from my heart, and which, 
added to five guineas, was ^ the patri- 
mony I had to bestow. « You are going ^ 
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» my boy, cried t , to LoiMon on foot, 
» in the manner Hooker, join* fpreat an- 

> cetsor , travelled ^ere before you^ Take 
» from me the same horse that wad gn^^n 
» him by the good Bishop Jewel, this staff, 
n and take tiiis book too . it will be yoor 
^ comfort on the way : these two lines in 
B it are worth a million : / have heen 
•) young 5 and now €Mn oid ; yet never 
» saw I t4he righteous man forsaken^^ er 

> his seed itegging their hrea/L Let tiiis 
» be your consolation as you travel on. Go, 
», my boy , whatever be thy fortune , let mt 
9 see thee once a year ; still keep a good 
» heart, and farewell. » As he was possest 
of integrity and honour, I was under no. 
apprehensions from throwing him naked 
into the amphitheatre of life ; for I knew 
he would act a part , M'bether vanqiUslked 
or victorious. 

His departure only prepared the way for 
Qur own , wfaichi arrived a few days after- 
wards. The leaving' a neighbourhood in 
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which we had enjoyed so many Incurs of 
tranquillity^ was not without a tear, which 
scarce' fortitude itself could suppress. 
Besides , a journey of seventy miles to a 
funily that had hitherto never been above 
ten from home 5 filled us with apprehen- 
sion, and the cries of the 'poor, who 
£)llowed us for some miles , contributed to 
increase it. The first day's journey brought 
us in safety within thirty miles of our futiu*e 
r^reat , and we put up for the night al^an 
obscure inn in a village by the way. When 
we were shewn a room, I desired the 
landlord , in my usual way , to let us have 
kis company, with which te complied , as 
what he drank would increase the bill next 
morning. He knew, however , the whole 
neighbourhood to which I was removing, 
particularly Squire thornhill , who was to 
be my landlord , and who lived within a 
few miles of the place. This gentleman he 
described as one who desired to know little 
more of the world than its pleasures^ being 
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particularly remarkable for his attachmeat 
to the fair sex. He observed that no virtue 
was able to resist his arts and s^siduity, and 
that there was scarc;e a farmer's daughter, 
within ten miles round, but what had found 
him successful and faithless. Though this 
account gave me some pain , it had a very 
different effect upon my daughters, whose 
features seemed to brighten with the ex- 
pectation of an approaching triumph ; nor 
wa^ my wife less pleased and confidfint of 
their allurements and virtue. While our 
thoughts were thus employed, the hostess 
e];ktered the room to inform her husband 
that the strange gentleman , who had been 
two days in the hduse, wanted moneys 
and could not satisfy them for his reck- 
oning. « Want money! replied the host, 
i» that must be impossible ; for it was no 
» later than yesterday he paid tli||e guineas 
» to our beadle to spare an old broken 
» soldier that was to be whipped through 
» the town for dog-stealing. » The hostess? 
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however , still persisting in her first asser- 
tion , he was preparing to leave the I'oom ^ 
swearing that he would be satisfied one 
way or another, wrhen I begged the landlord 
would introduce me to a stranger of so 
much charity as he described. With this 
he complied, shewing in a gentleman who 
seemed to be^about thirty, drest in clothes 
dial once were laced. His person was well 
finmed , and his face marked with the 
lines of thinking. He had something short 
and 0^ in his address , and seemed not to 
understand ceremony, or to d^ise it. 
Upon the landlord's leaving the room, I 
could not avoid expressing my concern to 
the stranger at seeing a gentleman in such 
circumstances, and offered him my purfl» 
to satisfy tUe present demaitd. « I take it 
» with all my heart , Sir, replied he, and 
> am glad that a late oversight in giving 
' what money I had about me , has shown 
» me there is still benevolence left among 
» us. I must^ how||^er, previously entre^tt 
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» being informed of the name and residenco 
» of my benefactor , in order to repay him 
> as soon as possible* » In th|s I satisfied 
him fully, not only mentionif^ my name 
and late misfortune , but' the place to 
which I was going to remove. « This, 
3 cried he, happens still more luckily than 
» I hoped for , as I am going the same way 
» myself, having been detained here two 
» days by the floods , which , I hope , by 
» to - morrow will be found passable. » 
I testified the pleasure I should have4n his 
Compaq, andr my wife and daughters 
joining in entreaty, he wasprevailed upon 16 
stay to supper. The stranger's conversation, 
which was at once pleasing and instructive, 
iftduced me to wish for a continuance of 
it ; but it was Aow high time to retire , and 
take refreshment against the fatigues of 
the following day. 

The next morning we all set forward to- 
gether : my family on hovseback, while 
Mr. Burch^U, our new^ompanion , walk-* 
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ed along the foot-path by the road side, 
Observing^ vrith a smile ^ that as we were 
iii mounted, he would be too generous to 
attempt leaving us behind. As the floods 
were not yet subsided, we were obliged 
to hire a guide, who trotted on before, 
Mr. BurcheH and I bringing up the rear. 
We lightened the fatigues of the road with 
philosophical disputes , which he seemed 
to understand perfectly. But what surprized 
me most was, that though he was a money- 
borrower, yet he defended his opinions with 
as much obstinacy as if he had been my 
patron. He now and then also informed 
me to whom the different seats belonged 
thai lay in our view as we travelled the 
road. c-That, cried he, pointing to a very 

> magnificent house which stood at some 
» distance, belongs to Mr. ThomhiU, a young 
» gentleman , who enjoys a large fortune, 
• though entirely dependent on the will of 

> his uncle. Sir William Thornhill, a gentle- 

> man , who, content with at little himself^ 
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» permits his nephew to enjoy the rest, 
» and chiefly resides in town. — What t 
» cried I, is my young landlord then the 
j» nephew of a man whose virtues, gene- 
» rosity, and singularities, are so univer- 
» sally known ? I have heard Sir "William 
» Thornhill representea as one of the most 
> generous, yet whimsical men in the king- 
» dom; a man (^consummate benevolence. 
» — - Something, perhaps, too much so, 
» replied Mr. Burchell; at least he carried 
» benevolence to an excess when young; 
» for his passions were then strong, and 
» as they all were upon the side of virtue, 
» they led it up to a romantic extreme. He 
» early began to aim at the qualifications 
» of the soldier and the scholar; was soon 
» distinguished in the army, and had some 
» reputation among men of learning. Adu- 
» lation ever follows the ambitious; for 
» such alone receive most pleasure from 
» flattery. He was surrounded with crowds, 
» who showed him only one side of their 
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• character; so that he began to lose a 

> regard for private interest in universal 
» sympathy. He loved all mankind; for 
t fortune prevented him from knowing 

• that there were rasqals. Physicians tell 
» us of a disorder in which the whole body 

> is so exquisitely sensible , that the slight- 
» est touch gives pain : what some have 
» thus suffered in their persons, thisgentle- 
t man felt in his mind. The slightest distress^ 

> whether real or fictitious , touched him 

> to the quick, and his soul laboured un- 
» dcr a sickly sensibility of the miseries of 
» others. Thus disposed to relieve, it will 

• be easily conjectured he found numbers 

> disposed to solicit : his profusions began 
» to impair his fortune , but not his good- 
» nature, that, indeed, was seen to in- 
» crease as the other seemed to decay : he 

• grew improvident as he grew poor; and 

> though he talked like a man of sense , 
» his actions were those of a fool. Still , 
1 however, being surrounded with impor- 
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» tunlty, and no longer able to satisfy ev- 

> ery request that was made him, instead 
» of money he gave promises. They were 
» all he had to bestow, and he had n'ot 
9 resolution enough to give any man pain 
» by a denial. By this he drew round him 
» crowds of dependants , whom he was 
» sure to disappoint, yet wished to relieve. 
» These hung upon him for a time , and 
» left him with merited reproaches and 
» contempt. But in proportion as he be- 
» came contemptible to others, he becanie 

> despicable to himself. His mind had 
» leaned upon their adulation; and that 
» support taken away, he could find no 
» pleasure in the applause of his heart, 
» which he had never learnt to reverence. 
» The world now began to wear a different 
* aspecjt ; the flattery of his friends began 
» to dwindle into simple approbation ; ap- 
» probation soon took the more friepdly 
» form of advice ; and advice , when 
» rejected, ever begets re|)roaches. He 
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» now 9 therefore^ found that such friends 

> as benefits had gathered roun4 him, were 

• by no means the most estimable ; he now 

> found that a man's own heart must be 

> ever given to gain that of another. I now 
. > foupd that*- that — But I forgot what I 

• was going to observe : in short, Sir, he 
» resolved to respect himself, and laid down 
» a plan of restoring his falling fortune. 

> For this purpose , in his own whimsical 

• manner , he travelled through Europe on 

• foot ; and before he attained theage of thif" 
» ty, his circumstances were more affluent 
» than ever. At present therefore, hisboun-r 

> ties are more rational and moderate than 

• before; but still he preserves the chjuv 

> acter of an humorist, and finds most 
» pleasure in eccentric virtues. » 

My attention was so much taken up by 
Mr. Burch ell's account, that I scdS*fce look^ 
ed forward as we went along, till we were 
alarmed by the cries of my family ; when 
turning, I perceived my youngest daugh- 
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ter in the midst of a rapid stream ^ thrown 
from her horse, and stru^ing with the 
torrent. She had sunk twice 9 nor was it 
in my power to disengage myself in time 
to bring her relief. My sensations were 
even too violent to permit my atten^ting , 
her rescue : she must have certainly per- 
ished, had not my companion, perceiving 
her danger, instantly plungeA in to he& 
relief, and, with some diiBcully, brought her 
in safety to the opposite shore. By taking the 
current a little farther up, the rest of the 
family got safely over; where we had an 
opportunity of joining our acknowledg- 
ments to hers. Her gratitude may be 
more readily imagined than described : she 
thanked her deliverer more with Ipoki 
than words , and continued to lean upon 
his arm, as if still wi{ling to receive as- 
sistance. My wife also hoped one day to 
have the pleasure of returning his. kindness 
at her own house. Thus, after we were 
refreshed at the next inn, and had dined 
together, as Mr. Burchell was going to a 
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different part of the country, he took leave; 
and we pursued our journey, my wife ob- 
8cn4ng, as we went, that she liked him 
extremely, and protesting that if he had 
birth and I fortune to entitle Jiim to match 
into such a family as ours , she knew no 
man she would sooner fix upon. I could 
not but smile to hear her talk in this lofty 
itrain : one almost at the verge of beggary, 
fhusto assume language of the most insult- 
ing affluSnce, might excite the ridicule of 
ni-nature ; but I was never much disjReased 
v^ith those harmless dfflusions that tend 
to make us mor^happy, 

CHAP. IV. 

AjyroofihiU even the humitest fortune 
may gra/iit kapjnness, which depends 
not on circumstances, iut constitution. 

J. HE place of our new retreat was in a little 
neighbourhood, consisting of farmers, who 
tilled their own grounds , and were equal 
Grangers to opulence and poverty. A^ they 
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had almost all the conveniences of life with- 
in themselves, they seldom visited towns 
or cities in search of superfluities. Remote 
from the polite, they still retained the prim- 
evad simplicity of manners , and* frugal by 
long habit, scarce knew that temperance was 
a virtue. They wrought with cheerfulness 
on days of labour , but observed festivals 
as intervals of idleness and pleasure. They 
kept up the Christmas carol^ent true^ 
love*knots on Valentine-morning|J%at pan- 
cake^n Shrovetide, showed their wit on 
the first of April^^and religiously cracked 
nuts on Itfichaelmas-ev^^eing apprized of 
our approach, the whole neighbourhood 
came out to meet their minister, dressed 
in their finest clothes, and preceded by a 
pipe and t£d)our; a feast also was provided 
for our reception , at which we sat cheer- 
fully down; and what the conversation 
wanted in wit , was made up in laughter. 
Our little habitation was situated at the 
foot of a sloping hill, sheltered with a beau- 
tiful underwood* behind, and a prattling 
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river before; on one side a meadow , on 
the other a green. My farm consisted <rf 
about twenty acres of excellent land, hav- 
ing given an hundre^)ounds for my pre- 
decessor's good-wiirriNothing could exceed 
the neatness of my little enclosures : the 
elms and hedge-rows appearing with inex- 
pressible beauty. My house consisted of but 
oi^e story, and was covered with thatch, 
which gave it an air of great snugness; the 
walls on the inside were nicely white-wash- 
ed, and my daughters undertook to adorn 
them with pictures of their own designing. 
Though the same room served us for parlour 
and kitchen, that only made it the warmer. 
Besides; as it was kept with the utmost 
neatness, the dishes, plates, and coppers, 
being well scoured, and all disposed in 
brfght rows on the shelves, the eye was 
agreeably relieved, and did not want rich- 
er fiimiture. There were three other apart- 
ments, one for my wife and me , another 
for our two daughters, within eur own 9 and- 
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the third, ;wiUi two beds ^ for t^e rest of 

the children. 

The little republic to which I gave laws 
was regulated in th^ollowing manner : by 
fuh-rise we all assemmed in our common 
apartment, the fire being previously kin- 
dled by the servant : after we had saluted 
each other with proper ceremony .(for I 
always t^tought fit, to keep up some me* 
chanical forms of good breeding , wlth<3^t 
which freedom ever destroys friendship ) , , 
we all bent in gratitude to that Being who 
gave us another day. This duty being 
performed , my son and I went to pursue 
our usual industry abroad , while my wife 
and daughters employed themselves in 
providing breakfast, which was always 
ready at a certain time. I allowed half an 
bour for this meal, and an hour for dinner; 
which time was taken up in innocent 
mirth between my wife and dangh^rs, 
and in philosophical ai^^uments butween 
luy son and rae^ 
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' As we rose with the sun , so we never 
pursued our labours after it was gone down, 
but returned home to the expecting family; 
where smiling looks ^ a neat hearth , and 
pleasant fire, were prepared for our re- 
ception. Nor were we without guests; some- 
times farmer Flamborough , our talkative 
neighbour/ and often tlje bliild piper, 

«uld pay us a visit atnd taste our goose- 
I^SHUe ; for the making of which we 
kad lost neither the receipt nor the repu- 
tation. These harmless people had several 
ways of being good company ; while one 
played the pipe, the other would sing son^ 
soothing ballad , Johnny Armstrong'^BIt 
good- night ^ or the cruelty of Barbara 
Allen. The night was concluded in the 
manner we began the morning, my 
youngest boys being appointed to read the 
lessons of the day; and he that read loudest, 
distinctest, and best, was to have an half- 
penny on Sunday to put in the poor's 
box ^ . , ' 

3. 
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"When Sunday came , it was indeed a day 
of finery, which all my sumptuary edicts 
could not restrain. How well soever I 
fancied my lectures against pride had con- 
quered the vanity of my daughters , yet 
I still found them secretly attached to all 
^ their former finery : they still loved laces, 
ribbands, bu§^es and catguFj^roy wife 
herself retained a passion for her crimscMi 
paduasoy , because I formerly hap|^(&M||A 
say it became her. 

The first Sunday, in particular, their be- 
haviour served to mortify me : I had desired 
my girls, the preceding night, to be drest 
^it% the next day ; for I always loved to be 
at church a good while before the rest of 
the congregation. They punctually obeyed 
my directions ; but when we were to 
assemble in the morning ' at breakfast , 
down came my wife and .daughters , drest 
out in all their, former splendour, their 
hair plaistered up with pomatum , their 
faces patched to taste ^ their trains bundled 
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tip into an heap behind ^ and rustling at 
every motion. I could not help smiling at 
their vanity, particularly that of my wife , 
from whom I expected more discretion. In 
this exigence , therefore , my only resource 
was to order my son , with an important 
air , to call our coach. The girls were 
amazed at the command ; but I repeated 
it with more solemnity than before. tSurely, 
» my. dear, you jest, cried my wife; we 
» can walk it perfectly \ve\\ : we want no 
» coach to carry us now. — You mistake , 
» child, returned I , we do want a coach ; 
» for if we walk to church in this trim , the 
» very children in the parish .will hoot 
» after us. — Indeed, replied my wife, I 
3 always imagined that my Charles was 
» fond of seeing his children neat and 
» handsome about him. — You may be as 
» neat as you please, interrupted I, and 
B I shall love you the better for it ; but all 
» this is not neatness , but frippery. These 
» rufflings, and ^inkings , and patchings, 
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» will only make tis] hated by all the wives 
» of our neighbours. — No , my children , 
» continued I more gravely ^ those gowns 
» may be altered into something of a 
> plainer cut; for finery is very unbe-* 
» coming in us , who want the means of 
» decency. I don't know whether such 
» flouncing and shredding is becoming 
s even in the rich 9 if we consider ^ upon a 
n moderate calculation, that the nakedness 
^ of the indigent World may be clothed 
» from the trimmings of the vain. » 

This remonstrance had the proper effect ; 
they went with great composure , that very 
instant, to change their dress; and the 
-next day I had the satisfaction of finding 
my daughters, at their own request, em- 
ployied in cutting up their trains into 
Sunday waistcoats for Dick and Bill , the 
two little ones : and, what was still more 
satisfactory, the gowns seemed improved by 
this curtailing. 
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CHAP. V. 

A new and great acquaintance intro- 
duced^ What we place most hopes upon 
generally proves most fatal. 

At di small distance from the house my 
predecessor had made a seat , overshaded 
by an hedge of hawthorn and honey- 
sacUe. Here , when the weather was fine, 
and our labour soon finished , we usually 
all sat together, to enjoy an extensive land- 
scape, in the calm of the evening. Here 
too we drank tea', which now was become 
an occasional banquet ; and as we had it 
but seldom , it diflfused a new joy , the 
prepairations for it being made with no 
small 8hav&.6f bustle and ceremony. On 
these occasions , our two little ones always 
read for us, and they yfere, regularly served 
after we had done. Sometimes ,. to give a 
variety to our amusements , the girls sung 
to the guitar ; and while they thus formed' 
a little concert , my wife and I would stroll 
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down the sloping fie^d, that was em- 
bellished with blue -bells and centaury, 
tdlk of our children with rapture ^ and 
enjoy the breeze that Vafted both health 
and harmony. 

Ih this manner we began to find that 
every situation in life might bring its own 
peculiar pleasures; every morning waked 
us to a repetition of toil ; but the evening 
repaid it with vacant hilarity. 

It was about the beginning of autumn ^ 
on a holiday , for I kept such as intervals 
of relaxation from labour, that I had 
drawn out my family to our usual place of 
amusement, and our young musicians 
began their usual concert. As we were thus 
engaged , we saw a stag boun^aimbly by, 
within about twenty paces of where we 
were sitting, and, by its panting, it seemed 
prest by the hunters. We had not muc|^ 
time to reflect upon the poor animal's 
*aistf ess , when we perceived the dogs and 
horsemen come sweeping along at some 
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distance behind , and making die Tery 
path it had taken. I was instantly for re- 
turning in with my family; but either 
cariosity or surprize , or some more hidden 
motive, held my wife and daughters to 
tbeir seats. The huntsman , ^ho rode fore- 
most, past us with great swiftness, followed 
by four or five persons more, who seemed 
in equal haste. At last, a young gentle]|ian , 
of a more genteel appearance than the 
rest, came forward , and for a while re- 
garding us, instead of pursuing the chase » 
stopt short, and giving his horse to a ser- 
vant who attended , approached us with a, 
careless superior air. He seemed to want 
00 introduction , but v^as going to salute 
DSy daughters as one certain of a kind 
Inception ; but they had early learnt the 
lesson of looking presumption out of coun- 
trance. Upon which he let us know tha^ 
ius name was Thornhill , and that he wai 
owner otthe estate that lay for some extent 
fundus. He again, therefore, offered t<^ 
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salute the female part of the family; and 
such was the power of fortune and fine 
clothes , that he found no second repulse. 
As his address , though confident , was 
easy, we soon be^me more familiar; and 
perceiving musicalinstruments lying near, 
he begged to be favoured with a song. As 
I did not approve of such disproportioned 
acqmuntance, I winked upon my daugh- 
ters, in order to prevent their compliance; 
but my hint was counteracted by one from 
their mother; so that with a cheerful air 
they gave us a favourite song of Drydeo's. 
Mr. Thornhill seemed highly delighted with 
their performance and choice, apd then took 
up the guitar himself. He played but very 
indifferently; however, my eldest daugh- 
ter repaid his former applause with inter- 
est, and assured him that his tones were 
louder than even those of her master. Al 
this compliment he bowed, which she re- 
turned with a courtesy. He praised her taste, 
and she commended his understanding: 
an age could not have made thent better 
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acquainted. While the fond mother too 9 
equally happy, insisted upon herlandlord'i 
stepping in, and tasting a g^ss of her 
gooseberry. The whole family seemed ear- 
nest to please him : my girls attempted to 
CDtertain hini with topibs they thought 
most modern; while Moses, on the con- 
trary, gaye him a question or two from 
tlie ancients, for which he had •he satisfac- 
tion of being laughed at ; for he alwayg 
ascribed to his wit that laughter which wai 
lavished at his simplicity : my little one* 
were no less busy, and fondly stuck close! 
to the stranger. All my endeavours could 
scarce keep their dirty fingers from han"* 
dlingand tarnishing the lace on his clothes, 
and lifting up the Haps of his pocket-holes, 
to see what was there. At the approach of 
evening he took leave, but not till he had 
requested permission to renew his visit, 
which, as he was our landlord, we most 
J^adily agreed to. 

As soon as he was gone, my wife called 
I council on the conduct of the day. She ^ 
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was of opinion that it was a most fortu- 
nate hit ; for that .she had known even, 
stranger things than that brought to bear. 
She hoped again to see the day in which 
we might hold up our heads with the best 
of them , and concluded she protested 
she could see no reason why the two Misi 
Wrinklers should marry great fortunes, and 
her childrei#get none. As this last argument 
was directed to me, I protested I could see 
no reason for it neither, nor why one got 
the ten thousand pounds prize in the lottery, 
and another sat down with a blank^^i But 
» those, added I,who either aim at husbands 
> gveater than themselves, or at the ten 
» thousand poundsprize, have been fools for 
» their ridiculous claims, whether success- 
9 ful oiMiot. -— I protest, Charles, cried my 
» wife, this is the way you always damp my 
» girls and me when we ai^e in spirits. Tell 
» me, Sophy, my dear, what do you think 
» of our new visitor ? Don't you think he 
» seemed to be good-*natured? — Immen- 
^» sely so, indeed, mamma, relied she; I 
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I think he has a great deal to say upon 
1 every thing, and is never at a loss; and 
9 the more trifling the subject, the more 
1 he has to say ; and what is more , I^ pro- 
•lesl he is very handsome. — Yes, cried 
» Olivia, he is well enough for a man; but for 

> my part, I don't much like him , he is so 

• extremely impudent and familiar; but 

• on the guitar he is shocking. » These two 
last speeches^ I interpreted by contraries. 
Ifoundby this that Sophia internally des- 
pised, as much as Olivia secretly admired 
him. f Whatever may bie your opinions of 

> him, my children, cried I, to confess a 
» truth, he has not prepossest ine in 
» his favour. Disproportioned friendships 

> ever terminate in disgust; and I thought, 

> notwithstanding all his ease , that he 
» seemed perfectly sensible of the distance 

> between us. Let us keep to companions 

• of our own rank. There is no character 
*^\fUnong men more contemptible than that 

• of a fortune - hunter; and I can see no 
» reason why fortune - hunting womew 
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» should not be contemptible too. thoft, 
» at best, YfG shall be contemptible if liis 
» views are honourable; but if they be 
1 otherwise ! I should shudder but to 
» think of that ; for though I have no ap- 
» prehensions from the conduct of my chil- 
» dren, I think there are some from his 
1 character. » I would have proceeded, 
but for the interruption of a servant from 
the squire, who, with his compliments, 
sent us a side of venison^^d a promise 
to dine with us some days after. This well- 
timed present pleaded more powerfully in 
his favour than any thing I had to say 
eould obviate. I therefore continued silent, 
satisfied with just having pointed out dan- 
ger , and leaving it to their own discrMon 
to avoid it. That virtue which requires to 
be ever guarded, is scarce worth the icen- 

tinel. 

CHAP. YI. 

The happiness of a couiitrt/ fire-side Ji^j 

As we carried on the former dispute with 
some degree of warmth ^ in order to accoin- 
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niodatematters^itwas universally conclud-< 
ed upon ^ that we should have a part of the 
venison for supper, and the girls undertook 
th^tasL with alacrity. « I am sorry 9 cried I , 
» that we have no neighbour or stranger 
9 to take part in this good cheer : feast$ 
I of this kind acquire a double relish from 
9 hospitality. — Bless me, cried my wife^ . 
f here comes our good friend Mr. Burchell, 
> that saved our Sophia, and that run you 

• down fairly in the argument. — Confute 
9 me in argument, child! cried I; you 
» mistake there, my dear. I believe there 

• are but few that can do that : I never 
» dispute your abilities at making a goose- 

• pye, and I beg you'll leave argument to 
» me. » As I spoke, poor Mr. Burchell en- 
tered the house, and was welcomed by 
the family, who shook him^eartily by the 
hand, while little Dick officiously reached 
him a chair. 

I was pleased with the poor man's^f riend- 

* ship for two reason^; because I knew 

he wantf^d iaaine , and I knew him to b^ 
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friendly as far as he ^as able. He ^as 
known in our neighbourhood by the char- 
acter of the poor gentleman that would do no 
good when he was young, though he wa9not 
yet above thirty. He would at intervals talk 
with great good sense; but in general he was 
fondest of the company of children , whom 
he used to call harmless little men. He was 
famous 9 1 found, for singing them ballads, 
and telling them stories; and seldom went 
out without something in his pockets for 
them i a piece of ginger-bread , or a half- 
penny whistle. He generally came into our 
neighbourhood once a year, and lived upon 
the neighbour's hospitality. He sat down 
to supper among us, and my wife was not 
sparing of her gooseberry wine. The talc 
went round; he sung us old songs, and gave 
tibe chUdren the story of the Buck of Bever- 
landfwith the history of Patient GrizeL 
The adventures of Gatskin next entertained 
them,'.and then fair Rosamond's bower. 
Our eock, which aHays crew at eleven, 
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now told us it was time for repose; but an 
uoforeseen difficulty started about lodging 
Uie stranger : all our beds were already 
taken up , and it was too late to send him 
<o the next ale-house. In this dilenuna, 
iHtle Diejk. offered him his part of the bed, 
if bis brother Mose^ would let him lie with 
him. « And I, cried Bill, will give Mr, 

> Burchell my part, if my sisters will take 
» me to theirs. — We^ done, my. good chil- 

> dren, cried I, hospitality is one of the 

> first christian duties. The beast retires 

> toits shelter, and the bird flies to its nest;. 

> but helpless man can only find refuge 

• from his fellow -creature. The greatest 

> stranger in this world was he that came 
» to save it. He never had an house, as if 
» willing to see what hospiti^ity was left 

> remaining amongst us. Deborah , my 
» dear, cried I to my wife, giVe those boys 

* a lump of suigar each , apd let Dick's be 

> the largest, Ikecause he spdke first. > 

In the morning early I caUed out my - 
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whole family to help at ^ving an after- 
growth of hay^ and our guest offering his 
(/-f'^^'toistance, he was accepted among the 
§^<y >lpkjMaber. Our labours went on lightly ; we 
^:\\' -Jwtted the swath to the wind; I went 
^^^iJPI^emost, and the rest followed in due 
succession. I could not avoid ^ however , 
observing the assiduity of Mr. Burchell in 
assisting my daughter Sophia in her p^ 
of the task. When he ^ad finished his own^ 
he would join in hers, and enter into a close 
conversation : but I had too good an opi-* 
nion of Sophia's understanding , and was 
too well convinced of her anil)ition , to be 
under any uneasin%s« from a man of broken 
fortune. When we were finished for the 
day, Mr. Burchell was invited as on the 
night before ; but he refused , as he was to 
He that night at a neighbour's ^ to whose 
child he was carrying a whistle. "When 
gone 5 our conversation at supper turned 
upon our late unfortunat^lguest. « What 
» a strong instancy , said 1 9 is that poor 
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• mao , of the miseries attending a youth 
' 1 of levity and extr^agance ! He by no 

» means wants sense , which only ^rves 
» to aggravate his former folly. Poorforiwo 
» creature ! where are now the revellers j 

• the flatterers, that he could once inspire 

> and command ! Gone , perhaps , to 
» attend the bagnio pander , grown rich 
» by his extravagance. They once praised 
» him , and now they applaud the pander : 

• their former raptures at his wit are now 
,» converted into sarcasms at his folly : he 
» is poor, and perhaps deserves poverty; 

• for he has neither the ambition to bo 

> independent , nor the skill to be useful. » 
Prompted perhaps by some secret reasons, 
1 delivered this obseiTation with too much 
acrimony, which my Sophia gently re- 
proved. « "Whatsoever his former conduct 
» may be , papa, his circumstances should 

1 > exempt him from%ensure no'^. His pre- 

> sent indigence is a sufficient punishment 
» for former folly ; and I have beard my 
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» papa himself say that we should never 
» strike one unneceasary blow at a victim 
9 ov^ whom Provid^ce holds the scourge 
9 of his iiesentment. — You are right, 
9 Sophia , cried my son Moses , and one 
> of the ancients finely represents so mali^ 
9 cious a conduct by the attempts of a 
9 rustic to flay Marsyas , whose skin , the 
9 fable tells us ? had been wholly stript off 
9 by another. Besides , I don't know if this 
9 poor man's situation be so bad as my 
^» father would represent it, We are not to , 
9 fudge of the feelings of others by what 
9 we might feel if in their place. However I 
9 dark the habitation of the mole to our 
9 eyes f yet the animal itself finds the 
» apartment sufficiently lightsome. And, to | 
» confess the truth, this man's mind seems 
9 fitted to his station , for I never heard j 
9 any one more sprightly than he was to- 
9 day , when he conversed with you, » 
This was said without the least design ; 
however, it excited a blush, which sh^^ 
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trove to coyer by an affected laugh , as- 
iriiig him that she , scarce took any 
otioeof what he said lo her; but that she 
elieved he migKt once have , been a very 
D€ gentleman. The readiness with which 
be undertook to vindicate herself, and her 
losking, were |ymptoms I did not inter- 
aDy approve ; but I represt my sus^ 
icioBs. 

As we expected our landlord the next 
^y, my wife went to make the venison 
««ty; Hoses sat readteg^ whilellfciught the 
ittte ones : my daughters seemed equally 
mj with the rest; and I observed them 
or a good while cooking something over 
^e fire, I at first supposed they were 
^^siskiiig their mother ; but little Dicl^. in- 
Conned me ^ in a whisper, that they were 
"^ng a wasfffor the face, "^shes of all 
l^iuds 1 had a natural antipathy to , for I 
^ew that instead of mending the com- 
|»lexion they spoiled it. I therefore ap- 
fmchftd my chair by sly degrees to tho 
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fire, and grasping the paker, as if il 
wanted mending ,' seemingly by accident, 
overturned the whtole composition , and il 
was too late to begin another. 

CHAP. VIL 

A town-wit descrihed. T!M dullest fellowi 
may learn to he comical for a nighi 
or two. 

W ties the morning arrived on which we 
were to Entertain otir young landlord , il 
may be easily supposed what provision^ 
were exhausted to make an appearancej 
It may also be conjectured that my wife 
and daughters" expanded their gayest plu- 
mage upon this occasion. Mr. Thornhill 
came with ^co uple of friends, his chaplain 
and feederHRie servants , who were nui 
merous , he politely ordered to the nex^ 
ale-house : but my wife, in the triumph o 
her heart, insisted on entertaining them 
all ; for which , by the bye , our family wai 
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flached for three weieks after. As Mr. Bur- 
^11 had hinted to us, the day before ^ that 
k was making some prc^osals of marriage 
Miss "Wilmot, my son George's former 
Distress^ this a good deal damped the hear« 
iaess of his reception : but accident y in 
ome measure, relieved our embarrassment; 
[>r one of the company happening to men- 
ion her name, Mr. Thomhill observed 
^ith an oath, that he never knew any 
tking more absurd tiban calling such a f right 
beauty. « For , strike me ugly^ conti- 
nued he , if I should not find as much 
pleasure in choosing iny, n^tress by the 
information ofa lamp under the clock at 
St. Dunstan'srS^t this he laughed, and 
did we : the jests 6f tl^e rich are ever 
uccessful. Olivia too could ^ot avoid whis- 
ering, loud enough to be heard , that he 
ad an infinite fund of humour. 
After dinner I began with tny usual toast, 
te church ; for this I was thanked by the* 
^baplaio, as he said the church ws^s the 
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only mistress of his affections. — € GotSM|^ 
» tell us honestly-, Frank, said the sqiai^i 
» with his usual ^larchness , suppose iftj 
» church , yourDresent mistress , *dre8lFl| 
» lawn sleevesyon one hand, and Mij 
1 Sophia, with no lawn ahout her ^ on ^| 
» other ; which would you be for ? — 
9 both, to^ be sure, cried the chap] 
» — Right, Frank, cried the scjvjire; 

> may this glass suffocate me, but a 

> girl is worth all the priest -crafl in 
» creation. For what are tithes and 
« but an imposition , all a confounded 
» pdsture, and I can prove Jt. - — I i 
» you would, cried my .son Moses » 
» I think, continued he, that I shm 
» be able to answer you. — Very tvdl 
» Sir, cried the squire, who immediafd 
» smoked him ; and , winking on the rest 
» the company, to prepare us for the sport, 
» you are for a cool argument upon th 
» subject , I am ready to accept the cha 
» lenge. And first, whether are you i 



Digitized by Google 



OP WAKEFIELD. loj 

managing it analo||lltaUy, or dialogically? 
— lam for managing it rationally^ cried 
MofteS) quite happy at being permitted to 
cB^ute. Good again, cried the si|uire; 
and firstly , of the first , I hope you'll 
not deny that whatever is, is : if you don't 
grant me that , I can go no further, — 
Why, returned Moses, I think I may 
grant that, and make the best of it. -^ 
I hope too, returned the oth^r, you 
will grant that a part is less than the 
whole. — I grant that too, cried Moses, 
it i^ but just and reasonable. — I hope , 
cried the squire, you will not deny 
that the two angles of a triangle are 
eqaal to two right ones. — Nothing 
can be plainer, returned the othfer,'^and 
looked round with his usual importance. 
— Very well , cried the squire , speaking 
very quick ; the premises being thus set- 
tled , I proceed to observe that the con- 
catenation of self-existences, proceeding 
in a reqiprocal duplicate ra.tio, naturally 



Digitized by Google 



io8 THE VICAR 

B produce a problenmitcal dialogism, which 
j» in some measure proves that the essencer 
» of spirituality may be referred to the 
y> sealed predicable. — Hold, hold, cried 
» the other , I deny that. Do you think 
» I can thus taniely submit to such hete- 
» rodox doctrines? —^ "What, replied the 
j» squire, as if in a passion, not submit! 
» Answer me one plain question : Do you 
> think AristQtle right, when he says that 
» relatives are related?^ — Undoubtedly 9 
» replied the other. — If so then, cried the 
» squire , answer me directly to what I ppo- 
9 pose : "Whether do you judge the analy- 
B ileal investigation of the first part of my 
» enthymem deficient^ecum/tiTn quoadf 0r 
» quoad minus ? and give me your reasons: 
» give me your reasons, I say, directly.— I 
» protest, cried Moses, I don't rightly com- 
i> prehend the force of your reasoning; but 
» if it be reduced to one simple proposi- 
» tion, I fancy it may then have an answer. 
• — O, Sir^ cried the squire, I am your most 
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1 humble servant; I find you want me to 

• furnish you with argument and intel- 
» iectstoo. No^ Sir, there I protest you 

• are too hard for me. » This efTectually 
raised the laugh against poor^Moses, who 
lat the only dismal figure in a group of 
merry faces : nor did h« offer a single syl- 
lable more during the whole entertainment. 

But though all this gave nufi no pleasure » 
tt had a very different effect upon Olivia ^ 
who mistook it for humour » though but a 
mere act of the memory. She thought him 
therefore a very fine gentlieman; andisuch 
arf consider what powerful ingredients a 
g0bd figure 9 fine clothes , andfcrtune, are 
ii that character, will easily forgive heri 
Mr. *ThornhilI, liotwithslanding his real 
ignorance, talked with ease, and could ex- 
patiate upon the common topics of conver- 
sation with fluency. It is not surprising theii 
that such talents should win the affections 
•f a girl who by education was taught to 
value an appearance in herself, and conae- 
qaentl^ to set a value upon it in another. 
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Upon his departure, we ag;ain entered 
into a debate upon the merits of our young 
landlord. As he directed his looks and con- 
versation to Olivia, it was no longer doubted 
but that she was the object that induced 
him to be our visitor. Nor did she seem to 
be much displeased at the innocent railleiy 
of her brother and sister upon this occa- 
iftion. Even Deborah herself seemed to share 
the glory of tne day, and exulted in her 
daughter's victory as if it were her ovm* 

> And now, my dear, cried she to me, 
» I'll fairly own that it was I that iustruc- 
» ted my girls to encourage our landlord's 
» addresses., I had always some ambitioM , 

> and you now see that I was right; for 

> who knows how this may end? — Xye, 
» who knows that indeed? answered I with 
» a groan : for my own part I don't much 

> like it, and I could have been better 
» pleased with one that was poor and bo- 
s nest , than this fine gentleman with his 
» fortune and infidelity : for, depend on't,, 
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> if he be what I suspect him, no free- 

> thinker shall ever have a child of mine. » 
f — Sure 9 father, cried Moses, you are 

B too severe in this; for Heaven will never 
1 arraign him for what he thinks, but for 
B what he does. Every man has a thousand 

> vidous thoughts, which arise without 

> his power to suppress. Thinking freely 

> (^religion may be involuntary with this 
» gentleman : so that allovtring his senti- 

> ments to be wrong, yet,, as he is purely 
• passive in his assent, he is no more to 

> he blamed for his errors than the go- 

■ vemor of a city without walla for the 

> shelter he is obliged to afford an inva- 
» ding enemy. » 

« — True , my son, ccied I ; but if the 

■ governor invites the enemy there, he is 

> justly culpable. And such is always the 

> case vrith those who embrace error. The 

> vice does not lie in assenting to the proofs 

> they see , but in Joeing blind to many of 
« the pf gpis that offer. liike corrupt |ud-« 
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» ges on a bench ^ they determine right on 
» that part of the evidence they ^ear; but 

> they will not hear all the evidence. Thos, 
» my son, though ^pr erroneous opinions h% 
» involuntary vfhen formed, yet, as we 
» have been wilfully corrupt, or very nc- 
» gligent in forming them, we deserve 
» punishment for our vice, or contempt 

> for our folly. > 

My wife now kept up the conversation , 
though not the argument : she observed 
that several very prudent men of our ac- 
quaintance were free-thinkers, and made 
very good husbands ; and she knew some 
sensible girls that had skill enough to make 
converts of their spouses, t And who 
9 knows, my deaor^ continued she, what 
» Olivia may be ablB to do ? The girl has 

> a great deal to say upon every subject , 

> and, to my knowledge, is very well skilled 
B in controversy. » 

« — Why, my dear, what controversy can 
# she have read? cried I. It does not 
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• occnr to my memory that I «yer put 
» such books into her hands-: you cer- 

> tainly over - rate her merit. — Indeed, 
» papa, replied Olivia, she does not : I 
t have read a great deal of controversy. I 

> have read the disputes between Thwac- 
s kum and Square , the controversy 

> between Robinson Crusoe and Friday 

> the savage, and I am now employed in 

> reading the controversy in ReUgious 
» Courtship. — Very well, cried I, that's a 
» good girl ; I find you are perfectly qua- 
1 lified £3r making converts, and so go help 
» your mother to make the gooseberry- 
» pie. • 

CHAP..VIIL 

An am&ur which promises iittie good 
fortune f yet may he productive of much. 

1 BB next morning we were again visited 
by Mr. Burchell, though I began, forcer- 
tain reasons, to be displeased with the 
frequency of his return ; but I could not 
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refuse him my company and fire-side. It is 
true his labour more than requited his en- 
tertainment ; for he wrought among us with 
vigour, and either in the meadow or at the 
hay-ricL, put himself foremost Besides , 
he had always something amusing to saj 
that lessened our toil, and was at once so 
out of the way , and yet so sensible, that 
I loved^ laughed at, and pitied him. Afy 
only dislike arose from ain attachment he 
discovered to my daughter : he would in a 
jesting manner call her his little mistress , 
and when he bought each of the girls a set 
of ribands 5 hers was the finest. I knew 
not how, but he every day seemed to become 
more amiable , his wit to improve, and his 
simplicity to assume the superi^H* airs of 
wisdom. 

Our family dined in the field, and we sat^ 
or rather reclined , round a temperate re- 
past, our cloth spread upon the hay^ while 
Mr. Burchell gave cheerfulness to the feast. 
To heighten our sati^action, two Mack« 
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birds answered each other from opposite 
kedgesy the familiar red-breast came and 
picked the crmnbs from our hands , and 
every sound seemed but the echo of tran- 
.quiUity. c I never sit thus^ says Sophia ^ 

• but I think of the two lovers, so sweetly 

• described by Mr. GayflVno were struck 

> dead in each other's arms under a barley- 

• mow. There is something so pathetic in the 

> description, that I have read it an hundred 
i times with new rapture. — In my opinion,^ 

> cried my son , the finest strokes in that 

> description are much below those in the 

> Acis and Galatea of Ovid. The Roman 

> poet understands the use of contrait 

> better, and upon that figure, artfully ma« 
1 naged,. all strength in the pathetic 
» depends. — It is remarkable , cried 

> Mr. Burchell, that both the poets you 
» mention have equally contributed to in- 

• troduce a false taste into their respe<Dtivo 

> countries, by loading all their lines with 

> epithets. Men of little genius found them 
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;i mo$t£^ly ii^tate4 in their ddeo^s^ and 
9 English poetry, like that in the latter 
9 empire of Rome, is nothing at present 
» but a combination of luxuriant images f 
• without plot or connection; a string <rf 
» epithets that improve the sound without 
B carrying on the sense. But perhaps , Ha- 
» dam, white I thus reprehend others ^ 
9 youll think it just that I should give them 
» an oppt)rtunity to retaliate ; and indeed 
% I have made this remark only to have an 
» opportunity ofintroducipg to thecompany 
ji A ballad^ whidb, whatever be its other 
» defects 9 is, I think, at least free from 
» those I have mentioned. » 

i» X tfRN , gentle hermit of the d«Ie, 
And guide my lonely- way 
To where yon taper cheers the vale 
With hospit£ible ray. 

» For here forlorn and lost I tread , 
With fainting steps and slow ; 
Where wilds immeasurably spread, 
Seem lepgth'ning as I go. j» 



Digitized by G6*OgIe 



OF WAKEFIELP. 117 

j» Forbear y my son y* the h^tmit cries 9 
To tempt the dangerous gloom ; 
For yonder faitliless phantom flies 
To lure thee t»thy doom. 

» Here to the houseless child of want 
My door is open still ; 
AdA though my portion is but scanty ** 
I give it with good will. 

i> Then torn to-night, and freely share 
Whate'er my cell bestows ; 
My rushy couch , and frugal £sLte, 
My blessing , and repose. 

Ji No flocks that range the valley free | 
To slaughter I condemn; 
Taught by that Power that pities me , 
I learn to pity them. 

» Bnt from the mountain's grassy side | 
A guiltless feast I bring ; 
A scrip with herbs and fruits supply'd f 
Apd water from the spring. 

» Then « pilgrim , turn , thj cares forego | 
All earth-bom cares are wrong : 
Man wants but little here below ^ 
Nor wants that little long, » 

Soft as the dew frt>m heav'n descends | 

His gentle accents fcU : 
The modest stranger lowly bendt f 

And fellows to the ccll^. 
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Faf in a wilderness obshnre 

The lonely mandon lay ; 
A refuge to the neighb 'ring poor y 

And strangers M astray, ^ 

Ko stores beneath itt humble tiiatch 

Requir'd a master's care ; 
The vricket , opening with a latch , 

Receiv'd the harmless pair^ 

i^d nowy when btisy crowds retire 

To take their ev'ning rest ^ 
The hermit trimm'd his little fire f 

And cheer'd his pensive gcest. 

And spread his Tregetable store , 

And gayly press'd and smilM ; 
And, sHU'd in legendary lore , 

The lingering hours beguiPd« 

Around in sympathetic mirth 

Its tricks the kitten tries ; "* 

The cricket chirrups in the hearth , 
The crackling faggot flies. 

But nethinif could a charm impart 

To sooth the stranger's woe ; 
For grief iiv^as heavy at his hearr, 

And tears began to flow. 

His rising cares the hermit spy'd , 
With answering care opprest : 

» And , whence , unhappy youth, he f ri*J , 
The sorrows of thy breast? 
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» Ttom better habitations spum'd | 
Reluctant dost thou rove ? 
Or grieve. for friendship unreturn'd y 
Or unregarded love '^ 

9» Alas ! the joys that fortune brings 
Are trifling and decay ; 
And those who prize the paltry things , 
More trifling still than they. 

9 And what is friendship but a name^ 
A charm that lulls to sleep , 
' A shade that follows wealth or fame^ 
But leaves the wretch to weep ? 

» ^ud love is still an emptier sound , 

The haughty fair one's jest ; 

On earth unseen , or only found 

To warm the turtle's nest. 

!> For shame, fond youth, thy sorrows hush, 

And spurn the sex , » he said : 
But while he spoke, a rising blush 
His love-lorn guest betray'd. 

Snrpris'd he sees new beauties rise •■* 

Swift mantling to the view » 
Like colours o'er the morning skies. 

As bright , as transient too. 

The bashful look, the rising breast y 

Alternate spread alarms; 
Tbe lovely stranger stands confest 

A maid iu all her charms. 
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Aii4: tf Ah , forgire a straOjger nbde, 
A wretch forlorn , the cry'd ; 
Whose feet unallowed liius intrude 
Where Heav'n and you reside. 

» But let a maid thy pity diare ^ 
Whom love has taught to stray , 
Who seeks for rest, bat finds de^air 
Gqmpanion of her way* 

» My father liv'd beside the Tyne, 
A wealthy lord was he ; 
And all his wealth was mark'd as Ininey 
fie had but only me. 

» To win me from his tender arms f ' 
U nnumber'd suitors came ; 
Who prais'd me for imputed charms ^ 
And felt or feign'd a flame* 

9 Each hour a mercenary crowd 
With richest profiers strove : 
Among the rest yonng Edwin boir'd ^ 
But never talk'd of lore* 

m In humble , simplest habit dad. 
No wealth nor power had he ; 
Wisdom and worth were all he had^ 
But these were all to me. 

> The blossom op'ning to the day. 
The dews of heav'n refin'd , 
Could nought of pnrity displiiy y 
Te emulate his mind. 
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» The dew f the blossom On the treei 
With charms inconstaiit shine ; 
Their charms were his ; bat) -woe to me ! 
Their constancy was mine. 

9 For still I try'd eacb fickle art^ 
Importunate and ^^^; 
And while his pasd<flmidi'd my heartf 
I trinmph'd in his pain. 

» Till quite dejected with my scorn ^ 
He left me to my pride ; 
And sought a solitude forlorn f 
In secret where h0 died. 

9 But mine the sorrow 9 mine the fiinltf 
And well mylife shall pay ; 
in seek the solitude he sought , 
Aoid stretch me where he lay. 

» And there fbrlonii despairing, hid^ 
111 lay me down and die ; 
Twas so for me that Edwin did , 
And so for him will I. » 

t -^Forbid it , heav'n I the hermit cry'd y 
And clasp'd her to his breast. 
The wond'ring fair one turn'd to chide ^ 
Twas Edwin's self that pressM. 

Turn y Angelina , ever dear , 

My charmer y turn to see 
Thy own, thy long -lost £klwin here j 

Bestor'd to leve and thee. 
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9 Tims let tne hold thee to my he)irt ^ 
And ev'ry care resign : 
And shall we never, never party 
My life , — my all that's mine ! 

j» No , never , iroin this hour to part ; 
We'll IMfeind love so tnie; 
The sigh tlKrends thy constant heart j 
Shall break thy Edwin's too, » 

"While this ballad was reading, Sophia 
seemed to mix an air of tenderness wiJth 
her approbation. But our tranquillity was 
soon disturbed by the report of a gun just 
by us , and immediately after a man was 
seen bursting through the hedge » to take 
up the game he had killed. This sportsman 
was the squire's chaplain, who had shot 
one of the blackbirds that so agreeably 
pntertained us. So loud a report, and so 
near, startled my daughters; and I coul^ 
perceive that Sophia in the fright had 
thrown herself into Mr. Burchell's arms for 
protection. The gentleman came up, and 
asked pardon for having disttirbed us, 
4iifirming that he was ignorant of our being 
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jM> Bear. He therefore sat down by my 
youngest datighter , and , sportsman like > 
offered her what he had killed that mor- 
ning. She was going to refuse, but a private 
look from her mother soon induced her to 
correct the mistake, and accept his pre^ 
sent, though with some reluctance. My 
wife, as usual, discovered her pride in a 
whisper , observing that Sophia had made 
a conquest of the chaplain, as well as her 
sister had of the squire. I suspected, hqw- 
ever, with more probability, that her 
afiectioni» were placed upon a diflferenC 
•object. The chaplain's errand was to in- 
ibrm us that Mr. Thomhill had provided 
-music and refreshments, and intended 
that night giving the young ladies a ball by 
smoon-Hght, on the grass-plot before our 
door. « Nor can I deny> continued he, 
9 but I have an interest in being furst to 
» deliver this message, as I expect for my 
» reward to be honoured with Miss Sophia's 
» hand as a partner. > To this my girl 
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replied that she should have no objection, 
if sheeouldiio it with honour. « But here, 
continued she, is a gentleman, it look- 
ing at Mr. Bprchell, < who has been my 
» companion in the task for the day, andit 
» is fit he should share in its amusements.* 
Ur. Burchell returned her acomplimentfor 
her intentions, but resigned her up to the 
chaplain, adding that he was to go -that 
night five miles, beinginvited to an harvest 
•upper. His refusal appeared to me a little 
extraordinary, nor could I conceive how 
BO sensible a girl as my youngest couM 
thus prefer a man of broken fortune to one 
whose expectations were much greater. 
But as men are most capable of distinguish* 
ing merit in women, so the ladies often 
form the truest judgments of us. The two 
sexes seem placed as spies upon each other, 
and are furnished with different abilities, 
adapted for mutual inspection. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Two todies of great distinction intro^ 
duced. Superior finery ever seems id 
c(mfer superior breeding, 

l\li. Burchell had .iBcarce .taken leave , 
and Sophia consented to dance "with the 
chaplain j when my little ones came run- 
lung out to tell us that the squire waf 
come with a crowd of company. Upon 
our return, we foun4our landlord with a 
t^ouple of under-gentlemen and two young 
ladies richly dressed , whom he introduced 
as women of very great distinction and 
fashion from town. We happened not to 
have chairs enough for the whole company; 
but Mr. Thomhill immediately proposed 
that every gentleman should sit in a lady's 
lap. This I positively objected to, not- 
withstanding a look of disapprobation 
from my wife. Moses was therefore dis- 
patched to borrow a couple of chairs; 
and as we were in want of ladies to make . 
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up a tet at country-dances^ the two gentle- 
men went with him in quest of a couple of 
partners. Chairs and partners were soon 
provided. The gentlemen returned with my 
neighbour Flamborough's rosy daughters 9 
flaunting with red tof^-knots. But an unlucky 
eircumstanee was not adverted to : though 
the Hiss Flamboroughs were reckoned th^' 
very best dancers in the parish , and un- 
derstood the jig and the round-about to per- 
fection , yet they weiQ^ totally unacquainted 
with country-dances. This at first discom- 
posed us : however, after a little shoving 
and dragging, they at last went merrljy on. 
Our music consisted of two fiddles, with a 
pipe and tabour. The moon shone bright; 
Mr. ThornhiU and my eldest daughter led 
up the ball , to the great delight of the 
spectators; for the^eighbours hearing what 
was going forward, came flocking about 
us. My girl moved with so much grace and 
vivacity , that my wife could not avoid dis« 
covering the pride of her heart , by assuring 
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me that tkougk the little chit did it m 
eleverly, all the steps were stolen from 
herself. The ladies of the towa strove hard 
to be equally easy , but without success. 
They swam, sprawled, languished, and 
frisked; bvit all would not do: the gazen 
indeed owned |liat it was fine ; but neigh- 
bour Flam^prpugh observed that Miss 
Livy's feet seemed ^ pat to the music as its 
echs. After the d jince had continued about 
anhoiur, the two ladies, who were apprehen^ 
siyeofcatching cold, moved to break up the . 
ball. One of them, I thought , expressed her 
sentiments upon this occasion in a very 
coarse manner , when she observed that, 
by the iivmg jingic; mc was ail of a 
mueksweaU Upon our return to the house, 
we found a very degant cold supper r 
which Mr. ThomhiU had ordered to be 
brought with him. The conversation at 
this time was more reserved than before. 
The two ladies threw my girls quite into 
the shade; for they would talk of nothing 
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but high-life, and high -> lived company; 
with other fashionable topics, such as pic- 
tures, taste, Shakspeare, and the musical 
glasses, '^is true , they once ov twice mor- 
tified us sensibly by slipping out an oadi; 
}but that appeared to me as the surest 
symptom of their distinction (though I am 
since informed that swearing is perfectly 
.unfashionable.) Their finery, however, 
threw a veil over any grossness in their 
conversation. My daughters seemed to re- 
* gard their superior Accomplishments with 
lenvy ; and what appeared amiss was as- 
cribed to tip-top quality breeding. But the 
Condescension of the ladies -was still supe- 
rior to their other accomplishments. One 
of them observed that, had Miss Olivia 
seen a little more of the world, it would 
greatly improve her. To which the other 
added that a single winter in town would 
make her little Sophia quite another thing. 
My wife warmly assented, to both , adding 
that there was nothing she more ardently 
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wished than to give her girls a single 
winter's polishing. To this I could not help 
replying that their breeding was already 
superior to their fortune » and that greater 
refinement would only serve to make their 
poverty ridiculous, and give them a taste 
for pleasures they had no right to possess. 
« — And what pleasures^ cried Mr. Thorn- 

> hill 5 do they not deserve to possess 9 who 
9 have so much in their power to bestow? 
• As for my part, continued he, my for- 

> tUBcis pretty lai^e : love, liberty, and 
» pleasure, are my maximes; but curse me 

> if a settlement of half my estate could 
» give my charming Olivia pleasure, it 
« should be hers ; and the only favour 1 
» would ask in return would be to add 
9 myself to the benefit. » I was not such 
a stranger to the world as tO' be ignorant 
that this was the fashionable cant to dis- 
guise the insolence of the basest proposal; 
but I made an effort to suppress my resent- 
ment. cSir, cried I, the family which you 
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m now condescend taCaTourwUluyoiirGCMM- 
» pany, has been bred with as nice asente 
» of honour as you. Any attempts to injure 
•» that may be attended with very danger- 
-B ous consecjuences. Honour 9 Sir, is our 
^ only possession at present , and of that last 
» treasure we mustbe particularly cafeful. • 
I was soon sorry for the warmth widi 
^hich I had £|)oken this, when theyoun^ 
'gentleman , grasping my hand , swore he 
xrommended my spirit, though he disap- 
proved my su^icions. t As toyour present 
<» faidt> continued he, I protests aotbiJ^ 
h was farther from my heart than such a- 
B diought. No, by all that's tempting, the 
B virtue that will stand a regular siege 
» was never to my taste; for aU my amours 
'» are carried by a coup de main. » 

The two ladies, who afibctedto be ig- 
norant of the rest, seemed highly dis- 
pleased with this last stroke of freedom^ 
and began a very discreet and serious dia- 
logue upon virtue. In this my wife, the 
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chsqplaln, and X, spon joined; and the 
tquire himsielf 'was at last brought to con- 
fess a seme tfi sorrow for his former ex- 
cesses. • We tallied of the pleasures of tem- 
perance, and of the sun-shine in the mmd« 
unpolluted with guilt. I was so well pleased 
that my little ones were kept up beyond 
tiie usual iime, to be edified by so much 
good conversation* Mr. Tbonihill even 
"went beyond me , and demanded if I had 
any objection to giving prayers* I ipyfyjly 
tmbraced the proposal , and in this man* 
ter^e night was passed in a most com* 
fortable way, till at last the company began 
to think* of retinming. The ladies seemed 
^y unwiHing to partwitJ» my 4aughters> 
for whom they had conceived a partieidar 
affection^ and joined in a r^uest to have^ 
the pleasure of their company home. The^ 
squire seconded the proposal, and my 
wife added her entreaties; the girls too 
looked upon me as if they wished to go. 
Id this perpleiity I Inade two or thnM 
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excuses 9 which my daughters as tcM^fy 
i^movad; so thai at last I was obU|^ to 
give a peremptory refusal; for whicli we 
had nothing but svdlen lo#ks and diort 
answers the whole day ensuing. 

CHAP. X. 

The family endeav&ur to cape wUk their 
haters. The tniseriea of the foorwhtn 
they attempt to appear a6ove their cir- 
cum^tatiees. 

1 NOW began to find that aUt my long jmd 
painful lectinres upon temperance , siinpli" 
city, and contentment, w^^ entii«ely dis- 
reg^ded. The distinctions lat^ paid ii% 
by our betters awaked ihat pflde which I 
had laid asleep, hut not removed. Our 
windows again, at formerly, were filled . 
with washes for the neck and face. The 
sun was dreaded as an enemy to the slUn 
widiout doors, and the fire as a spoiler of 
the compleJi^n within. Uy wife observed 
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that iMngtoo early would hurt her dangb- 
terft'eyes^ that workipg after ditiner would 
vcddeu their noses, and she convincedjacie 
that the hands never looked so white ar 
when they did nothing. Instead, therefore, 
of finishing George's shirts, we now had 
iheai new modelling their old gauzes^ or 
Hourishiio^ upion oatgut. The poor Miss 
Hamboroughft, their former gay compa- 
nions, were cast off as mean acquaintance, 
and the whole conversation ran upon high- 
ii& and high -lived company, with pic- 
tmes, taste, Shakspeare, and the musical 
glasses. 

But we eould have borne all this, had 
not a ibrtunertelMng gipsy come to raise 
US into perfect sublimity. The tawney sihyl 
BO sooner appeared, than my giris came 
running to me for a sttilling a piece, to 
cross her hand with silver. To say the 
fruUi, I was tired of being always wise, 
and could not help gratifying their request, 
I>ecau8e I loved to sec them happy. I gave 
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each of' them a shilling; though^ fbr the 
bonmir of the family ^ it must be observed 
diat they never went without money them^ 
selves^ as my wife always generously let 
them have a guinea each, to keep in their 
pockets 9 but with strict injunction never 
to change it. After they had been closeted 
up with the fbrtune^teHer for some time^ 
I knew by their looks, upon their return- 
ing, that they had been promised sonie^ 
thing great, t Weil, my girls, how have 
» you sped ? Tell me , Livy , has the fortune- 
» teller given thee a penn3rworth ? -**€ 
» protest , papa, says the girl with a serious 
» face, I believe she deals with somebody 
» that's not right , for she positively declared 
• that I sun to be married to a great squire 
» in less than atwelve-month»— Well, now, 
» Sophy, my child, said I, and what sort of 
» a husband are you to have P -^ Sir, replied 
» she, I^am to have a lord soon after my 
» sisterhasmamedthesquire. — How, cried 
» I, is that all you are to have for your 
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1 two shillings? Only a lord and a squire 
» for two shiUings^i You fools rl could have 
» promised you a prince and a nabolrfor 
B half the mon^y. » 

This curiosity of theirs, however , was 

attended With very serious effects : we now 

began to think ourselves designed by the 

I stars to somethinef exalted • and already 

anticipated our fuflre grandeur* 

It has been a thousand times observed^ 
and I must observe it once more , that the 
hour? we pass wilh happy prospects in 
yiew^ are more pleasing tiban those crown-* 
ed with fruition. In the first case , we cook 
Hie dish to our own appetite; in the latter, 
nature cooks it for us. It is impossible to 
repeat the train of agreeaUe reveries we 
called up for our entertainment. We looked 
I upon our fortunes as once more rising; 
I and as the whole parish asserted that the 
I squire was in love with my daughter, she 
' was actually so with him; for they per- 
suaded her into the passion. In this agree* 
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able istenral , my wife had the mo^l kidLy 
dreams in the woiid, which riie took^^are 
to tell Vkg every morning with great s^^nai- 
nity and exa^ness. It was one night a 
coffin and cross-bones^ the sign of an ap- 
proaching wedding ; at another time she 
imagined her daughters' pockets mled wUh 
£suthings, a certain skmthey would sh<Mrtly 
be stuffed with gold. Vie girls themselves 
had their omens. They felt stoa^e kisses 
on their lips; they saw rings in the candle, 
purscls%ounced from the fire, and tarue- 
love-knots lurked in the bottom o£i 
tea-cup.^^ 

Towards the end of the week we received 
a card from the town ladies, in which > 
with their compUments, they hoped to see 
all our family » at church the Sunday fol- 
lowing. All Saturday morning I could per- 
ceive, in consequence of this, my wift 
and daughters in close conference toge- 
ther, and now and then glanciiig at mc 
with looks that betrayed a lat^t plot* To 
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H sincere^ I bad stoo^ su8pici<»i^s that 
some absurd proposal was prq^aring for 
appeariag with splendour the next day. In 
the evening th^ began their operations in 
a very regular manner , and my wife un-^ 
*dcrto<aL to conduct the siege. After tca> 
idhen I seemed in spirits ^ she began thus : 

> I fancy, Charles, my dear^ we shall 

> have a great deal of good company at 
'» oar church to'-niorrow. — Perhaps we 
» may, my dear, returned I; though you 
« n^dbe under no uneasiness about that; 
^ ydu shall have a sermon, whether there 
* be or not. *- That is what I expect, re- 

> turned she; but I think, my dear, we 

» OQght to appeaf there as decently as^ 
" possiUe ; Tor who knows what may hap* 
1 pen? — Your precautions, replied I, arc 

> highly cotnntendable. A decent behaviour 

> and appearance in church is what charms 
» me. We should bo devout and Immble , 
» cheerful and sarene. — Yes, cried she, 

> I know that; but I mean ws should go 
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ihere in as prc^r a mannei' as pos«M% 
not altogether like the sorMibs about us. 
— You are quite right, my de^, return" 
ed I , and I was g<nng to make the very 
same fn^posal. The proper manner of 
going is to go there as early as passible^ 
to have time for meditation before Ae 
Sirica begins. — Phoo, Charles , inter* 
rupted she , all this is very true, but not 
vtrhat I Mfould.be at : I mean, we should 
go there genteelly. Yau luiow the church 
is two miles off, and I protest I dop'l 
Mke to see my daughters trudging tp^. 
their pew all Mowzed and red with wnttr 
ing, and looking for all the world as if they 
had been winners at a smoek race. NoWj 
my dear, n^ proposal is this; th«re are 
our two plough horses, the colt that has 
been in our family these nine years, and 
his companion Blackberry, that has 
» scarce done an earthly thing for this 
P month past. Th^ are both grown fat an4 
9 laxy. Why should they pot dQ somcidiiBf 
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% as well as we ? And let me tell 70a 
B when Moses has trimmed tbem a little ^ 
» tibey will cut a veiy ti^erable fig^ure. » 

To this proposal I objected that walking 
would be twenty times more genteel than 
socfa a p$ltry (5oaveyance > as Blackberry 
was wall-eyed^ and the colt wanted a tail; 
that Uiey had never been broke to the 
rein, Imt had an hundred vicious tricks; 
and that we had but one saddle and piliioti 
inUie wlu^e house. All these objections , 
howeEver, were over -ruled; so that I was 
otHgad to ccmiply. The next morning I 
pewBlvedthem not a little busy in collecting 
such materials as nought be necessary for 
the expedition ; but as I found it would be 
a business of time, I walked on to the 
church before, and they|>romised speedily 
to follow* I waked near an hour in the 
reading-desk for their arrival; but not 
finding thenk come as I expected, I was 
oUiged to begin, and went through the 
servieey not without some uneasiness at 
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fiading tkem absent. This was encreasetf 
when all was finished ^ and no appearecncft 
of the fsdnOy. I therefore walked back by 
jthe horse^way , which was five miles round, 
though the foot -way was bnt two, and 
when got about half-way homeys^rcHved 
the procession marching slowly forward 
towards the church; my son, my wife, 
and the two little ones exalted upon one 
horse, and my two daughters upon the 
oth^. I demanded the cause of their delay; 
but I soon found by their looks they had d^ 
With a thousand misfortunes on th^'l^iMid. 
The horses had at first refused to dlOTS 
from the doo^ , till Mr. Burchell was kkid 
enough to beat them forward for aiboxA 
two hundred'yards with his cudgel. Mez^ 
the straps of my -fife's pillion broke doWn? 
and they were obliged to stop to repairl 
them before they could proceed. After that, 
one of the horse» took it into his ' head to| 
stand still, and neither blows nor entreaties 
could prevail with him to proceed. It wa^ 
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^ recoT^rlDg itom. this dismal situatioB 
that, I found them ; but perceiving ^verj 
thiog safe y I own their present mortifica- 
tion did not much displease me^ as it 
wooldgiveme many opportunities of future 
triomph, and teach my daughters more 
kumility. 

CHAP. -XL 

The family stiii resoive to hold up their 
heads, 

Michaelmas -Eve happening on thenext 
day, we were invited to burn nura^Wid 
play tricks at neighbour Flamborough's. 
Oar late mortifications had humbled us a 
litfle, or it is probable we might have re- 
jected such an invitation with contempt : 
however, we suffered ourselves to be happy. 
Our honest neighbour's goose and dum- 
ipKngs were fine; and the lamb's- wool ^^ 
even in the opinion of my wife , who was 
a connoisseur, was excellent. It is true, 
Uf manner of telling stories was not quite 
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so well. They were very long and vtry 
dull ^anct all about himself, and we Jaad 
laughed at them ten times before : however, 
we were kind enough to laugh at them 
once more. 

Mv. Burchell , who was of the party, 
was always fond of sedng some innoc^t 
amusement going forward, and set ikp 
boys and girls to bHndman^s-bnffjnBj 
wife too was persuaded to join in the diva> 
sion, and it gave me pleasure to think she 
was not yet too old. In the mean time, 
my neighbour and I looked on, laugiied 
at every feat , and praised our owi^ desle^ 
rity when we w^e young. Hot cockles 
succeeded next, questions and commands 
followed that, and last of all, they sat 
down to hunt the slipper. As every person 
may pot be acquainted with this prim- 
eval pastime , it may be necessary to ob- 
serve that at this play all the company plant 
themselves in a ring upon the ground, all, 
except one, who stands in the middle, 
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whose business H to catch a shoe, which 
the compasy shove about under their hams 
from one to another, something like a 
weaver's shuttle. As it is impossible, in this 
case, for the lady who is up, to face all 
llie company at once, the great beauty of 
die play lies in hitting her a thump with 
^e heel of the shoe on that Me least 
eapable of making defence. It was in this 
manner that my eldest daughter was bem- 
tted in, and thumped abodt,^ all blowzed , 
in spirits, and bawling for fair play, with 
a voice that might de^n.a ballad-singer;^ 
when, confusion on confusion ! who should 
eoter the room, but our two great acquain- 
tances from town, Lady Blarney and Miss 
CaroHna Wilelmlna Amelia Skeg^s! Descrip* 
tion would but beggar, therefore it is unne- 
cessary to describe this new mortification. 
Death I to be seen by ladief of such high 
breeding fn such vulgar attitudes ! Nothing 
better could ensue from such a vulgar play 
of Mr. Flamborough's proposing. IfVe seem«d 
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itruck to the ground foi»S(mie time, as tf 

actually petrified with amazement. 

The two ladies had been at our houso 
to see us, and finding us from home, 
came aftef us hither, as they were uneasy 
to know what accident could have k^t u* 
from church the day before. QUvia under- 
took to be out prolocutor, and deUvered 
the whole in a summary way, only saying, 
c We were thrown frcwn our horses* » At 
which account the ladies ware greaUy 
concerned; but being told the famUy re- 
ceived no hurt, they were extremely f^d: 
but being informed that we were almost 
kUled by the fright , they were vasUy sorry; 
but hearing that we hard a very good night, 
they were extremely glad again. Nothing 
could exceed their complaisance to my 
daughters; their professions the last evening 
were waitn, but now they were ardent. 
They protested a desire of havidg a more 
lasting acquaintance. Lady Blarney was 
particularly attachied to Olivia; Miss Caflro- 
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feia Tfilelmina Amelia Ske^s (I loTe td 
give the whole name) took a gi^eateir fane j 
to her sister. They supported the Conver- 
sation between themselves > while my 
daughters sat silent, sidmiring their exalted 
breeding. But as every reader, howevfer 
beggarly himself, is fond of high - lived 
Rogues, witk anecdotes of lords, ladies, 
and ktiigtits of the gartei^ , I must beg 
leav^ to give him the concluding part of 
4c present conversation, 
c All that I know of the matter, cried 

> Ibss Skeggs, is this, that it may be triie, 

> or it may not be true : but this I can 
'assure yoiir Ladyship, that the whole 

> rout was in amaze y his Lordship turned 

* aU manner of colours, my Lady fell into 

• a swoon ; but Sir tomkyn , drawing his 
» sword, swore he was her^ to the last 
» drop of his blood. 

» —Well , replied our peeress, this 1 carf 

> say, that ih^ dUtchess never told me a 

> qrllable of tht matter^ and I believe her 

5. 

Digitized by Google 



l4« THE VICAR 

9 Grace would keep nothing a secret from 
> me. But this you may depend upon as a 
» fact, that the next morning my lord duke 

• cried out three times to his valet de 
« chambre : Jernigan , Jernigan 9 Jernigan, 
» bring me my garters. » 

But previously I should have mentioned 
the very impolite behaviour of Mr. Bur- 
chell, who, during this discourse, sat 
with his face turned to the fire , and at the 
conclusion of every sentence would cry out 
fydgixHi expression which displeased us 
all, and in some measure damped the 
rising spirit of the conversation. 

c Besides, my dear Skeggs, continued 

• our peeress, there is nothing of this in the 
» copy of verses that Dr. Burdock made 
t upon the occasion. — Ftutgc I 

» — 1 am surprised at that, cried Miss 

• Skeggs, for he seldom leaves anything 
\ out, as he writes only for his own amuse- 
» ment. But can your Ladyship favour me 
» with a sight of them ? --^ Fudge ! 
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1 —My dear creature, replied our peeress, 
» do you think I carry such things about 
1 me? Though they are very fine to be sure, 
1 and I think myself something of a judge; 
» at least I know what pleases myself. In- 
1. deed I was ever an admirer of all Dr. 
1 Burdock's little pieces ; for except what 
1 he does, and our dear countess at Ha- 
1 nover-Squai-e , there's nothing comes out 
» bat the most lowest stuff in nature ; not 
» a bit of high-life among them. — Fudge ! 

» — Your Ladyship should except , says 
» t'other, your own things in the Lady's 
» Magazine. I hope you'll say there's nothing 
» low-lived there? But I suppose we are 
» to have no mqre from that quarter? — 
» Fudge / . 

» Why, my dear, says the lady, you* 
1 know my reader and companion has left 
» me to be married to captain Roach, and 
» as my poor eyes won't suffer me to write 
» myself, I have been for some time looking 
» out for another* A proper person is no 
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» easy matter to Qnd, and to be ^vat thirty 
» pounds a year is a small stipend for a 
» well-bred girl of character, that tan 
» read , write , and behave in coinpany ; 
T» as for tlie chits about town , there is no 
^ bearing them about one. — Fudge I 

» — That I know , cried Miss Skeggs , by 
>r experience. For of the three companions 
» I had this last half year, one of them 
h refused to do plain-work an hour in the 
» day; another thought twenty-five guineas 
» a year too small a salary, and I was 
» obliged to send away the third , because 
» I suspected an intrigue with the chap- 
» lain. Virtue, my dear iady Blarney, 
» virtue is worth any price ; but where is 
» that to be found? » — Fudge ! 

My wife had beeti for a long time all 
attention to this discourse, but was parti- 
cularly struck with the latter part of it 
Thirty pounds and twefaty-five guineas a 
year made fifty- six p6\iiids five shillings 
English money, all which was in a manner 
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goiog a beggiDg, and might easily be se- 
cured in the family. She for a moment 
studied my looks for approbation; add, 
to own a truths I was of opinion that two 
such plaees would (it our two 4aughters 
exactly. Besides, if the squire had any real 
affection for my eldest daughter, this 
would be the way to make her every way 
qualified for her fortune. My wife there- 
fore was resolved that we should not be 
deprived of such advantages for want of 
assurance, and undertook to harangue for 
the fsuBily. « I hope, cried she, your 

> Ladyships will pardon my present pre- 
• sumption. It is true we have no right to 
» pretend to such favours ; but yet it is 
» natural for me to wish putting my chil- 
» dren forward in the world. And I will 
» be bold to say , my two girls have had a 

> pretty good education , and capacity ; at 
» least the country can't shew betteij^They 

» can read, write , and cast accounts; they j 
■ understand their needle, br^adstitch ^^ 
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yt cross And change ^ and all manner of 
» plain work; they call pink, point, and 
» frill, and know something of music; they 
» can do up small clothes, and work upon 
» catgut; my eldest can cut paper^^d my 
» youngest has a very pretty manner of tel- 
» ling fortimes upon the cards. » — Fiuige! 
"When she had delivered this pretty piece 
of eloquence , the two ladies looked at 
each other a few minutes in silence, with 
an air of doubt and importance. At last 
Miss Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs 
condescended to observe, « that the young 
» ladies, from the opinion she could form 
9 of them from so slight an acquaintance, 
» seemed very fit for such employments : 
» but a thing of this kind, Madam , cried 
» she, addressing my spouse, requires a 
• thorough examination iiafo characters, 
» and a more perfect knowledge of each 
» otlw|. Not , Madam , continued she , 
» that I in the least suspect the young 
» ladies' viiiue^ prudence, and discretion > 
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' I bat there is a form in these things , Ma«^ 
t dim ; there is a form. » — Fudge I 

My wife approved her suspicions very 
much 9 observing that she was very apt 
to be suspicious herself; but referred her 
to aQ the neighbours for a character; but 
this our peeress declined as unnecessary 9 
alledging that her cousin ThomhiU's re* 
commendation would be sufficient, and 
upon this we rested our petition. 

CHAP. XII. 

Fortune seems resolved to humble the fa^ 
mily of Wakefield. Mortifications arc 
of tenmorepainfuithanreai calamities. 

When we were returned home 9 the 
night was dedicated to schemes of future 
conquest. Deborah exerted much sagacity 
in conjecturing which of the two girls was 
likely to have the best place, and most 
opportunities of seeing good company. The 
only obstacle to our preferment was in 
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obtaining the squire'^ recommendation; 
but he had already shewn us too many 
instances of his friendship to dpubt of it 
Blow* Even in bed my wife kept up the 
^81t£dl theqie : « Weil 9 faith , my dear* 
9 Charles, bet^re^i ourselves , I think we 

> hare made an excellent day> work of it 
s — Pretty well, cried I, not knowing what 
^ tQ ^ay. — "What, only pretty well ! tct 

> turned she* I think it is very well. 

> Suppose the girls should come to make 

• acquaintances of taste in town ! And this I 
» am assured of, that London is the only 

* place in the world for aU mapner of 

> hu^oands. Besides, my dear, stranger 

> things happen every day : and as la- 
^ die^ of quality are so taken with my 
n daughters , what will not men of quality 

> be ? En$re nous^ I protest I like my Lady 
)» Blarney vastly, so very obliging. How- 
t ever, IVIi^s Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
» Skeggs has my warm heart. But yet , 
» when they came to talk of places in towPf 
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1 jou saw at once how I nailed them. TeU 
» me, my dear, don't you think I did for 
» my children there? — Aye, returned I^ 
1 not knowing what to think of the matter, 
1 heaven grant they may be both the 
• better for it this day three months ! » Thii 
was one of those observations I usually mad« 
to impress my wife with an opinion of my 
sagacity; for if the girls succeeded, then it 
was a pious wish fullilled; but if any thing 
unfortunate ensued, then it might be looked 
upon as a prophecy. All this cohversationy 
however, was only preparatory to another 
scheme, and indeed I dreaded as much. 
This was nothing less than, as we were now 
to hold up our heads a little higher in the 
world, it would be proper to sell the colt, 
which was grown old, at a neighbouring 
fair, and buy us an horse%iat would carry 
single or double upon an occasion, and 
make a pretty appearance at church or 
upon a visit. This at first I opposed stoutly; 
but it was as stoutly defended. However, 
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at I weakened, my antagonists gained 
strength, till at last it yra^ resolved to part 
with lum. 

As the fair happened on the following 
iAjf I had iptQuti^ns of going myself; but 
my wtfe persuade^ w^ ths^t I had got a 
cold, and nothing c^uld prevail upon her 
|o permit me from. home. « No , my dear , 
m said she , our son Moses is a discreet boy^ 
> and can buy and 0eil to very good advan* 
* tage; you know all our great bargains 
«» are of his purchasing. He always stands 
ft out and hig^j^es , and actually tires them 
» till he gets a bargain. » 

As I had some opinion of my son's pnv- 
dence, I was willing enough to entrust 
him with this commissioQ ; and the next 
momiag I perceived his sisters mighty busy 
in fitting out MUes for the fair; trimming 
his hair 9 brushing his buckles , andco^«r 
tng his hat with pins. The business of lh« 
toilet being over , we had at last the satis- 
faction of seeing hina mounted ^npon ih^ 
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colt, with a deal box before him to bring 
borne gproceries in. He had on a coat made 
of tliat cloth tliey call thunder and light- 
ning^^^ich, though grown too short 9 was 
much too good to be thrown awaj. His 
waistcoat was of gosling green 9 and his 
listers had tied his hair with a broad black 
riband. We all followed him several pjaces 
from the door 9 bawling after him 9 Good 
iocL, good luck 9 till wc could see him no 
Uing^r. 

He was scarce gone, when Mr.Thornhill's 
imtler came to congratulate us upon our 
good fortune, saying that he overheard 
his young master mention our names with 
great commendation. 

Good fortune seemed resolved not to 
come alone. Another footman from thie 
same family followed , with a card for my 
daughters, importing, that the two ladies 
bad(,received such pleasing accounts from 
Mr. Thomhillxrfus all, that after a few pre- 
vious enquiries mere, they hoped to be pe»- 
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fectly satisfied. « Ay, cried my wife, I now 
» see it is no easy matter to get into the 
» families of the great ; but when one once 
» gets in, then, as Moses says, one may 
» go to sleep. » To this piece of humour, 
for she intended it for wit, my daughters 
assented with a loud laugh of pleasure. In 
short, such was her satisfaction at this 
message, that she actually put her hand 
in her pocket, and gave the messenger 
seven pence halfpenny. 

This was to be our visiting -da^^^^hc 
next that c^^e was Mr. Burchell, who 
had been at the fair. He brought my little 
ones a pennyworth of gingerbread each, 
which my wife undertook to keep for them 
and give them by letters at a time. He 
brought my daughters also a couple of 
boxes, in which they mig^t keep wafers, 
snuff, patches 9 or even money, when they 
got it. My wife was usually fond of a wea- 
sel-skin purse , as being the most lucky; 
but this by the bye. We had still a regwd 
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for Mr. Burchell, though his late rude be- 
haviour was in some measure displeasing;; 
nor could we now avwd communicating 
our happiness to him^ and asking his ad- 
vice : although we seldom followed advice, 
we were all re^dy enough to ask it. Wheu 
we read the note from the two ladies, he 
shook his head, and observed that an affair 
of this sort demanded the utmost circum- 
spection. This air of diffidence highly dis- 
pleased my wife. «I never doubted. Sir, 
» cried she, your readiness to be against 
» my daughters and me. You have more 
» circumspection than is wanted. However, 
» I &ncy, when we come to ask advice, 
» we shall apply to persons who seem to 
» have made use of it themselves. — What* 
» ever my own conduct may have been , 
» Madam, replied he, is not the present 
» question ; though as I have made no 
», use of advice myself, I should in cons- 
» eience give it to those that will. » As I 
was apprehensive jthis answer might draw 
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on a repartee, making up by abuse "what 
it wanted in wit , I changed the subj^t y 
by seeming to wonder what cduld keep 
our son so long at the fair, as it was 
now almost night -fall. — « Never mind 
» our son, cried my wife, depend upon 
» it he knows what he is about. Ill war- 
» rant we^ll never see him sell his hen of 

> a rainy day. I have seen him buy siich 

> bargains as would amaze one. I'll tell 
» you a good story about that, that will 
» make you split your sides with laughing. 
» But as I live, yonder comes Moses, with- 

> out an horse, and the box at his back. » 
As she spoke, Moses came slowly on 

foot, and sweating under the deal box, 
which he had strapt round his shouldets 
like a pedlar. cWelcome, welcome, Moses! 
» well, my boy, what have yea brought 
» us from the fair? — I have brought you 
» myself, cried Moses, with a sly look, 
» and resting the box on the dresser. 
» — Ay, Moses, cried my wife, that we 
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» know; but where is the l^orse ? — I have 

sold him 7 cried Moses , for three pounds 
» five sbilliogs and two pence. — Well 
• done, my good boy, returned she, I 
!» knew you would touch them off. Be- 
» tween ourselves, three pounds five shil« 
» liogs and twopence is no bad day^s work. 
» Gome, let us have it then. — I have 
» brought back no money, cried Moses 

> again ; I have laid it all out in a bargain, 

1 and here it is » pulling out a bundle 
from his breast : « here they are ; a gross 
» of green spectacles, with silver rims and 
» shagreen cases. — A gross of green spec- 
» tacles ! rq>eatedmy wife in a faint voice. 

> And you have parted with the colt, and 
» brought us back nothing but a gross of 
» green paltry spectacles ! — Dear mother, 

> cried the boy , why won't you listen to 
» reason ? I had them a dead bargain , or 
» I should not have bought them. The sil- 
» ver rims alone will sell for double the 
» mon^. — A fig for the silver rims, aried 
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J) my wife in a passion : I dare swear they 
» won't sell for above half the money at 
» the rate of broken silver, five shillings 
» an ounce. — You need be under no unea- 
» siness, cried I, about selling the rims; 
» they are not worth six pence , for I per- 
» ceive they are only copper ramisfaed 
» over. — What, cried my wife, not sil- 
» verl the rims not silver! — No, cried 
» I, no more silver thaii your saucepan. — 
» And so, returned she, we have parted 
» with the colt, and have only got a gross 
» of green spectacles, with copper rims 
» and shagreen cas^ ! A murrain take 
» such trumpery. The blockhead has been 
» imposed upon , and should have kno^o 
» his company better. — There , my dear, 
» cried I , you are wrong ; he should pot 
» have known them atkll. — • Marry, hang 
» the idiot, returned she again, to bring 
» me such stuff; if I had them , I woiild 
» throw them in the fire. — There again 
» you are wrong, my dear, cried I; for 
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» thou^ they be copper, we will leep 
» them by ub; as cq^er spectacles, you 
» know , are better than nothing. » 

By this time the unfortunate Moses was 
ondeceiyed. He now saw that he had in- 
deied been impose^ upon by a prowling 
sharper, who, observing his figure, had 
marked him for an easy prey. I therefore 
asked the circumstances of iiis deception 
He sold the horsie, it seems, and walked 
tibe fair in search o^ another. A reverend 
looking man brought him to a tent , liuder 
pretence of having one to selL «Here, con- 
» tinued Moses, we met anoUier nmn very 
» well drest, who desired to borrow twenty 
» pounds upon these, saying that he want- 
»!ed money, and would dispose of them 
> for a third of the value. The first gentle- 
» man, who |»:ete|ided to be my friend, 
» whi^iered me to buy them , and cau- 
» tioned me not to let so good an offer pass. 
» I sent £or Mr. Flamborough , and they 
» talked him up as Ikii^y as they did me; 
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» and so at last we wer^ persuaded to buy. 

» the two gross betMiseen us. » 

GHAP. XIII. 

Mr. Burcheii is fouiid to he an enemy ^ 
for he has the confidence to give dis-^ 
agreeable advice. 

vJui family bad now made several at- 
tempts to be fine; but some uuforeseeii 
disaster demdlished each as soon as pro- 
jected. I endearroured to take the advan- 
tage of every .disappointment to idiprove 
their good sense in proportion as they 
were frustrated in ambition. « You see , 
» my children, cried I, how little is to be 
D got by atteihpts to impose upon thft 
» worlds in coping ynlh our betters. Such 
» as are poor and will assbciate with none 
» but the rich, are hated by those they^ 
» avoid , , and demised by those they fol- 
» low. Unequal combinations are always^ 
» disadvantageous to tlte weaker side, the 
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» licfa havmg the pleasure^ and. the pocM' 
» the incouYenienciQ^i that result from 
> them^ But come, Dick, ilay boy, and 
» repeat the fable you were reading to- 
» day, for the good of the company^ » 

« Once upon a time, cried the child, 
a giant and a dwarf were friaads, and 
kept together. They made a bargain that 
they would never forsake dach other, but 
go seek adventures. The first battle they 
fought was with two Saracens; and the 
dwarf, who was very courageous, dealt 
ooe of the champions a most angry blow. 
It did the Saracen but very Utile injury, 
who, lifting xtp his sword, fairly struck off 
^e poor dwarTs arm. He was now in a 
woeful plight; but the giant coming. to 
^« assistance, in a short time left the 
two Saracens dead on the plain, and the 
dwarf cut off the dead man's head out of 
fl>ite. They then travelled on to another 
adventure.. This was against three bloody- 
^"^ded satyrs^ who were carrying away a 
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^UEusel ill distress. The dwarf was not quiu. 
so fierce now as be£|re ; but for all that, 
strucLthe first blow 9 which was rettimed 
hy another that knocked out his eye : but 
the giant was soon up with them, and, 
had they not fled, would certainly bave 
killed them every one. They were all very 
joyful £or Ihts victory; and the damsel who 
was relieved feM in love with the giant, 
and i^oarried him. They now travelled far, 
and £aurther ^aa I can tell, till they met 
with a company of robbers. The giant, for 
the first time, was foremost now : but the 
dwarf was not far behind. The battle was 
stout and long. Wherever the giant came, 
all fell before him; but the dwarf had like 
to have been killed m(ae than once.* At 
last the victory declared for the two ad- 
venturers; but the dwarf lost his leg. The 
dwarf had now lost an arm, a le$9 and 
an eye; while the giant, who was without 
a single woimd, cried out to him : come 
on, my little hero; this is glorious sport; 
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let u» get one victory more, aad then we 
shall have honour for ever. No, cries the 
dwarf, who was by this time grown wiser, 
no, I declare off; FU fight no more : for 
I find in every battle , that you get all the 
honour and rewards, but all the Mows 
£all upon me. i> 

I was going to moralize this fable when 
our attention was called off ta a warm 
dilute between my wife and Mr. Burchell, 
v^n my daughters' intended e3q)edition 
to town. My wife very strenuously insisted 
upon the advantages that would result 
from it. Mr. Burchell, on the contmry, 
dissuaded her with great ardour, and I 
stood neuter. His present dissuasions seem* 
ed but the second part of those which 
were received with so ill a grace in the 
morning. The dispute grew high, while 
poor Deborah , instead of reasoning strong- 
er, talked louder, and at last was obliged 
to take shelter from a defeat in clamour. 
The cionclusion of the harangue , however, 
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was h%hly displeasing te as all : ^e Lnewy 
she said 9 of some who had their own se- 
cret reasons^ for what they advised; but 
for her part , she wished such to stay away 
from her house for the future. — « Madam « » 
cried Burchell, with looks of great com- 
posure, which tended to inflame her the 
more, « as for secret reasons, you are 
» right : I have secret reasons, which I 
» forbear to mention , because you are not 
» able to answ^ those of which I laake no 
» secret : but I find qiy visits here a^e be- 
» come troublesome; I'll take my leave 
» therefore now, and perhaps come once 
» more to take a final farewdl when I am 
> quitting the country. » Thus saying, he 
took up his hat, nor eould the attempts 
of Sophia, whose looks seemed to upbraid 
his precipitancy, prevent his going. 

When gone, we aU regarded each other 
for some minutes with confusion. My wlfo, 
who knew herself to be the cause, strove 
to hide her concern with a forced smile. 
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and an air of assurance which I was willing 
to reprove. « How, woman, cried I to 
» her, is it thus we treat strangers? Is it 
» thus we return their kindness? Be assur- 
» ed, my dear, diat these were the harsh- 
» est words, and to nie the most unpleas- 
» ing, that ever escaped your lips* — Why 
» would he provoke me then? replied she; 

> but I know the motives of his advice 
» perfectly well. He would prevent my 
» giiis from going to town , that he may 
» have the pleasure of my youngest daugh- 
» ter's company here at home. But, what- 

> ever happens, she shall chuse better 
» company than Such low-liv'd fellows as 
» be. — Low-liv'd, my dear, do you 
» call him? cried I : it is very possible 

> we may mistake this man's character; 
» for he seems upon some occasions the 
» most finished gentleman I ever knew. 
» Tell me, Sophia, my girl, has he ever 

> given you any secret instances of his 
» attachment ? — His conversation with 
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» me, Sir, replied m^ daughter, has ever 
» been sensible, modest, and pleasing; 
» as to aught else, no, never. Once, 
» indeed , I remember to have heard him 
» say he never knew a woman who could 
» find merit in a man that seemed poor. 
» — Such, my dear, cried I, is the com- 
» mon cant of all the unfortunate or idle : 
» but I hope you have been taught to judge 
» properly of such men, and that it would 
» be even madness to expect happiness 
» from -one who has been so very bad an 
» economist of his own. Your mother and 
» I have now better prospects for you. 
» The next winter, which you will pro- 
» bably spend in town , will give you op- 
» portunities of making a more prudent 
» choice. » 

"What Sophia's reflections were upon 
this occasion, I can't pretend to deter- 
mine; but I was not displeased at the bot- 
tom, 'that we were rid of a guest from 
whom 1 had much to fear. Our breach of 
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hospitality went to my conscience a little; 
but I quickly silenced that monitor by two 
or three specious reasons , which served 
to satisfy and reconcile me to myself. The 
pain which conscience gives the man who 
has already done wrong , is soon got over. 
Conscience is a coward; and those faults 
it has not strength enough to prevent , it 
seldom has justice enough to accuse. 

CHAP. XIV. 

p 

Freshmortificatians, or a dem&nstration 
that seeming calamities may he real 
hUssings* 

Xee journey of my dat^hters to town 
was now resolved upon , Mr. Thornhill 
having kindly promised to inspect their 
conduct himself, and inform us by letter 
of their behaviour. But it was thought in-?- 
dispensably necessary that their appear-f 
auce should equal the greatness of ^ their 
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expectadoas 9 which could not be done 
without expeoce. We 4ebated therefore 
{p fuU council what were the easiest me* 
thod$ of raising Q^opey, or, n^ore properly 
speaking 9 what we could Qiost convenient* 
ly sell. The deliberation was soon finished; 
it was found that our remaining horse 
was utterly usieless for the plough without 
his compauioo 9 and equally unfit for the 
road 9 as wanting an eye. It was therefore 
determined that we should dispose of him 
for the purpose above mentioned^ at liie 
neighbouring fair; and to prevent impo- 
^ion, that I should go with him myself. 
Though this was one of the first mercantile 
transactions of my life, yet I had no doubt 
about accpiitting myself with reputation. 
The opinion a man forms of his own pru- 
dence is measured by that of the company 
he keeps; and as mine was mostly in the 
family way , I had conceived no unfavour- 
able sentiments of my wordly wisdom. BIy 
Vfitkf however^ n^iLt morning, at partings 
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afier I bad got wkae paces from the door» 
called me back to £|dyLse/ne, in a whisper, 
le haf e all my eyes about me. 

I had 9 in the usual forms, when I came 
to Ae fair, put my horse through all 
his paces ; bujt for some time had no bid- 
ders. At last a chapman approached, and 
after he bad for a good while examined 
tbe horse round, finding him blind of one 
eye, he would have nothing to say to him : 
a second came up; but observing he had 
a spaviii , declared bo would notiake him 
for the driving hcMoie : a third perceived 
he had a windgall^ and would bid no 
money : a fourth knew by his eye tbs^rfie 
liad the botts : a fifth , more impertinent 
than ail the rest, wopdered what a plague I 
could do at the fspr with a blind, spavined, 
galled hack, that wa^s only fit to be ept up 
for a dog kennel* By this time I began to 
have a most hearty contempt for the poor 
aniqud myself, ^md was almost ^hamed 
•at the approach of every new custoioer; 
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for tho* I did not entirely believe all tjic 
fellows told me ^ yet I reflected that the 
number of witnesses was a strong pre- 
sumption they were right; and St. Gre- 
gory, upon good works, professes himself 
to be of the same opinion. 

I was in this mortifying situation, when 
a brother clergyman , an old acquaintance, 
who had also business at the fair, came up, 
and shaking me by the hand, proposed 
adjourning to a public-house, arid taking 
a glass of whatever we could get.' I readily 
closed with the offer, and entering an ale- 
house, we were shewn into a little back 
roim, where there was only a venerable 
old man, who sat wholly- intent over a 
large book, which he Was reading. I never 
in my life saw a figure that prepossessed 
me more favourably. His locks of silver 
grey venerably shaded his temples, and 
his green old age seemed to be the result 
of health and' benevolence. However, his 
presence did not interrupt our ceiiversa^ 
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U&n ; my frieod and I discoursed on the 
varipus turns of fortune we had met : the 
"Whistonian controversy, my last pamphlet^ 
the archdeacon's reply, and the hard mea- 
sure that was dealt me. But our attention 
was in a short time taken off by the appear- 
ance of a youth , who , entering the room, 
respectfully said something softly to this 
old stranger. « Make no apologies, my 
> child, said the old man; to do good is 
» a duty we owe to all our fellow -crea- 
» tares : take this , I wish it were more ; 
» but five pounds will relieve your distress, 
* and you are welcome. » The modest 
youth shed tears of gratitude, and yet his 
gratitude was scarce eqvi^d to mine. I could 
have hugged the good old man in my arms, 
bis benevolence pleased me so. He conti- 
nued to read, and we resumed our con-r 
versation, until my companion, after some 
time, recollecting that he had business to 
transact in the fair, promised to be sqoi^ 
back, adding that he always desired to 
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have as much of Dr. Primrose's company 
as possible. The old gentleman ^ hearing 
my name mentioned , seemed to look at 
me with attention^ and when my frltod 
was gone 9 most respectfully demanded 
if I was any way related to the great 
Primrose, that courageous monogamist ^ 
who had been the bulwark of the church* 
Never did my heart feel sincerer rapture 
than at that moment. « Sir, cried I , thie 
» applause of so good a man, as I am surie 
» you are, adds to that happiness in my 
» breast which your benevolence has al- 
» ready excited. You behold before you, 
» Sir, that doctor Primrose, the monoga- 
» mist, whom you have been pleased to 
» call great. You here see that unfortunate 
» Divine, who has so long, and it would 
» ill become me to say, successfully, fought 
» against the deuterogamy of the age. — 
» Sir, cried the stranger, struck with awe, 
» I fear I have been too familiar; but youll 
» forgive my curiosity. Sir; I beg pardon. 
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» — Sir, cried I, grasping his hand, you 

> are so far from displeasing me by your 
1 familiarity 5 that I must beg you'll accept 

> my- friendship , as you already have my 
» esteem. — Then with gratitude I accept 

> the offer, cried he , squeezing me by the 

> band, thou glorious pillar of unshaken 

> orthodoxy; and do I behold. » I here 
intemipted what he was going to say; for 
though, as an author, I could digest no 
small share of flattery, yet now my modesty 
would permit no more. However, no lovers 
in romance ever ciniented a more instanta- 
neous friendship. "We talked upon several 
subjects; at first I thought him rather de- 
vout than learned, and began to think he 
^^ised all human doctrines as dross. Yet 
this no way lessened him in my esteem, 
for 1 had for some time begun privately to 
harbour such an opinion myself. I there- 
fore took occasion to observe that the world 
^ general began to be blameably indiffe- 
i^ntas to doctrinal matters, and followed 
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hum^ speculations too much. « Ay , Sir, 
n replied he^ as if he had reserved all his 
» learning to that moment, Ay, Sir, Uie 
» world is in its dotage, and yet th^ cosr 
» mogony or creation of the world has 
» puzzled philosophers of all ages* What a 
» medley of opinions have they not broadi- 
» ed upon the creatioii of the wwld? 
» Sanconiathon, llfanetho, Berosus, and 
» Ocellus liUcanus, have all attempted it 
» in vain . The latter has these words : Jnat- 
» choTi ara kai aui&utamyn to pan , which 
» imply that all things have neither begia- 
» ning nor end. Manetho also, who lived 
» about the time of Nebuchadon-Asser, 
» Asser being a Syriac word usually ap^^ied 
» as a surname to the kings of that cpun- 
» try, as TeglatPhael- Asser, Nabon- Asser; 
» he, I say, formed a conjecture equally 
» absurd : for as we usually say e/c to hi- 
9 hlimx kuife^rtietes , which implies that 
» books will never teach the world; so he 
» attmpt«d tp investigate. — But, Sir, I 
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iasL pardon 5 I am straying from the 
t question. > Tiiat he actually was ; nor 
WttM I for my life see how the creation 
•f the world had any thing; to do with the 
kisiness I was talking of; but it was suili- 
cirat to shew me that he was a man of 
letters, and I i^pw reverenced him the 
nwe. I was resolved therefore to bring 
Umtothe touch-stone; but he was too 
ffiiU and too gentle to contend for victory. 
^never I made any observation that 
looked like a challenge to controversy, 
lie would smile, shake his head, and say 
nodiing; by which I understood he cbuld 
»y much, if he thought proi)er The sub- 
i^ therefore insensibly changed from the 
Mness of antiquity to that which brought 
OS both to the fair; mine, I told him, was 
^ sell an horse; and very luckily, indeed, 
liis was to buy one for one of his tenants, 
lly horse was soon produced^ and in fine 
ve struck a bai^ain. Nothing now remain- 
^ but to pay me, and he accordingly 
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pulled out a thirty pound note 9 and bid 
me change it. Not being in a capacity of 
complying with his demand, he ordered 
he landlady to call up his footmin , who 
made his appearance in a very genteel 
livery. « Here, Abraham, cried he; go I 
» and get gold for tbia; you'll do it at 
» neighbour Jackson's , or any where. » 
labile the fellow was gone , he entertained 
me with a pathetic harangue on the great 
scarcity of silver, which I undertook to 
^nprove, by deploring also the great scar- 
city of gold; so that by the time Abraham 
returned, we had both agreed that money 
was never so hard to be come at as now. 
Abraham returned to inform us that he 
had been over the whole fair, and could 
not get change, though he had offered 
half a crown for doing it. This was a very 
great disappointment to us all; but the 
old gentleman, having paused a little, 
asked me if I knew one Solomon Flam- 
borough in toy part of the country : upon 
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rqilying that he was my next door neigh- 
bour ^ « If that be the case then^ returned 
9 he , I believe we shall deaL You shall 
» have a draught upon him payable at 

> sight; and let me tell you , he is as warm 
» a man as any within five miles, round 

> him. Honest Solomon and I have been 

> acquainted for many years together. I 
» remember I always beat him at three 
» jumps; but he could hop upon one leg 
» farther than I. » A draught upon my 
Qeighbour was to me the same as money; 
fcr I was sufficiently convinced of his abi- 
lity. The draught was signed and put into 
>ny hands 9 and Mr. Jenlinson the old 
gentleman, his man Abraham , and my 
torse, old Blackberry > trotted off very 
well pleased with each other. 

Being now left to reflection , I began to 
recollect that I had done wroi^g in taking 
a draught from a stranger , and so pru- 
dently resolved upon following the pur- 
chaser, and having back, my horse. But 
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this was now too late. I therefofc made 
directly homewards, resolving to get the 
draught changed in to money at my friend's 
ais fast as pds^bl^. I found my honest 
neighbour smoking his pipe at his own 
door, dnd informing him that I had a 
small bill upon htm , he read it twice over. 
« You can read the name, I suppose, eried 
» I , Dphraim Jenldnson. -^ Yes, returned 
» he, the name is written plain enough, 
» and I kjiow the gentleman too , the 
» greatest rascal under the canopy of hea- 
» ven. This is the very same rogue who 
» sold us the spectacles. Waii he not a 
» venerable looking man , with grey hair, 
» and no flaps to his pocket - holes ? And 
» did he not talk d long string of learning 
» about Greek, and cosmogony, and the 
J) world? » To this I replied with a groan. 
« Ay, continued he, he has but that one 
» piece of learning in the world, and he 
» always talks it away whenever he findl 
» a scholar in company : but I know thf 
» rogue, and will catch him yet. » 
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Though I waj» already sof^iently tmntti* 
fied, my greatest struggle was to come^ in 
facing my wife and daughters. No truant 
was ever more afraid of returning to school 
tbere to behold the master's nsage, than 
I was of going home. I was determined, 
however, to anticipate their fury, by first 
falling into a passion myself. 

But, alas I upon, entering, I foiond the 
family no way disposed for battle. My wife 
^girlswereallin tears, Mr. Thomhiil hav- 
ing been there that day to inform them that 
4eir journey to town was entirely over. The 
two ladies, having heard reports of us from 
some malicious person about us, were that 
% set out for London. He could neither 
^bcover the tendency nor the author of 
t^^cse : but, whatever they might be, or 
whoever might have broached them, he 
continued to assure our family of hisfriend- 
ship and protection. I found therefore that 
they bore my disappointment with great 
^^*>gnation , as it was ecHpsed in the gr^at- - 
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nan <^ fhek owii« But what peq^xed og 
Qiost W2(8 to tbink yfho coqld be so base^ 
as to asperse the cb^^acter of a family so 
kant^eM a9 ouis, too humble to excite 
eavy^ and too teoSensive to create disgust, 

CHAP, XV, 

AU Mr. BurcAeii's vUlemy int onee dtr 

tedted. The foUy ofi^inff over-wise. 

JL HAT eyeaiiig, aod part of the follow^ 
day , was employed in fruitless attempts to 
discover our enemies : scarce a fanulyin 
the neighbourhood but incurred our sus- 
pieitins, and each of us had reasons for 
our opinion best known to ourjselves. As 
we were in this perplexity, one of oar 
IHtle boys^ who had been playing aibroady 
brought in a letter-case , which he found 
on the green. It was quicUyr known to 
belong to Mr. Burchell^.witfa whom it had 
been seen, and, upon examination, con- 
tained some hinte4ipon ^Imiit subjects; 
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tot what particularly engaged our atten- 
tkm was a sealed note, superscribed, the 
Copy of a (euer to he sent to the todies 
m ThomhUt CAStU. 1% instantly occurred 
that he wag the base informer, and we 
deliberated whether the note should not 
be broke open. I was against it; but Sophia, 
who said she was sure that of all men he 
would be the last to be guilty of so much 
baseness, insisted upon its being read. In 
this die was seconded by the rest of the 
iamily, and, at ibeir joint solicitation, I 
*ead as follows : 

» Ladies, 

« The bearer will sufficiently satisfy you 
» as to the person from whom this eomes : 
» one at least the friend of innocence, 
» and ready to prevent its being seduced. 
» I am informed for a truth that you have 
• some intention of bringing two young 
» ladies to town, whom I have some know^ 
■ » ledge of, under the character of compa^ 
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I nions. As I would neither have simplicity 
» imposed upon ^ nor virtue contaminated, 
» I must offer it as my opinion^ that the 
1 impropriety of such a step will be attend- 
«• ed with dangerous consequences. It has 
» never been my way to treat the infamous 
» or the lewd with severity; nor should I 
> now have taken this method of explain- 
» ing myself, or reproving folly, did it not 
h aim at guilt. Take therefore the admo- 
» nition of a friend, and seriously refiect 
Ik on the consequences- of introducing iio^ 
» famy and vice into retreats where peace 
1 and innocence have hitherto resided. » 

Our doubts were now at an end. There 
seemed indeed something applicable to 
both sides in this letter, and its censures 
might as well be referred to those to whom 
it was written , as to us ; but the malicious 
meaning was obvious, and we went no 
farther. My wife had scarce patience to 
hear me to the end , but railed at the writer 
with unrestrained resentment. Olivia was 
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equally severe, and Sophia seemed perfect- 
ly amazed at his baseness. As for my part, 
it appeared to me one of the vilest in- 
stances of unprovoked ingratitude I had met 
with. Nor could I account for it in any 
other manner than by imputing it to his 
desire of detaining my youngest daughter 
in the country , to have the more frequ^t 
opportunities of an interview. In this man- 
ner we all sat ruminating upon schemes 
of vengeance, when our other little boy 
came running in , to tell us that Mr. Biir- 
chell was approaching at the other end 
of the field. It is easier to conceive than«. 
describe the cooaplicated sensations which 
are felt from the pain of a recent injury , 
and the pleasure of approaching revenge. 
Though our intentions were only to up- 
braid him with his ingratitude , yet it was 
resolved to do it in a manner that would be 
perfectly cutting. For this purpose we agreed 
to meet him with our usual smiles, to chat 
io the beginning with more than* ordinarj 
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kindriess, to amuse him a little , and then , 
in the midst of the flattering calm , to burst 
upon him like an earthquake , and ovef->- 
>^'helm him with the sense of his own base- 
ness. This being resolved upon, mj wife 
undertook to manage the business herself, 
as she really had some talents for such an 
Ufidertaking. "We saw him approach; he 
entered, drew a chair, and sat dowu. — 
« A fine day , Mr. Biut^hell. — A very fine 
» day, Doctor; though! fancy we shall have 
» some rain, by the shooting of my corns. 
* — The shooting of your horns! cried 
:^ » my wife in a loud fit of laughter, and then 
» asked pardon for being fond of a joke. — 
» Dear Madam, replied he, I pardon you 
1 with all my heart; fori protest I should 
» not have thought it a joke , had you not 
» told me. — Perhaps not. Sir, cried my 
» wife, winking at us; and yet I dare 
» say yjou can tell us how many jokeft^go'to 
» an ounce. — I fancy, Madam, returned 
» Burchell, you have been reading ajest- 
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» book this morning , that ounce of jokes it 
» 80 very good a conceit; and yet , Madam ^, 
» I had rather see half an ounce of under- 
» standing. — I believe you might ^ cried 
» my wife, still smiling at us, though the 

> laugh was against her ; and yet I have 

> seen some men pretend to understanding 
» that have very little. — And no doubt , 
» replied her antagonist, you have known 
» ladies set up for wit that had none* » — 
I quickly began to find that my wife wai 
likely to gain but little at this business ; so 
I resolved to treat him in a style of more 
severity * myself. « Both wit and under^ 
» standing, cried I , are trifles without 

> integrity : it is that which gives value to 
» every character. The ignorant peasant 
* without fault is greater than the philo« 
» sopher with many; for what is genius or 
» courage without an heart ? An honest 
» man's the noblest work of God. » 

« I always held that hackneyed maxim o£ 
■ ^^ope, returned Mr. BurcheH, as very 
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» unworthy a man of genius 9 and a base 
9 desertion of his own superiority. As the 
» reputation of books is raised, not by their 
9 &eedonifrom defect , but the greatness of 
31 their beauties, so should that of men be 
» prized, not for their exemption from fault, 
» but the size of those virtues they are pos- 
fe sessed of. The scholar may want prudence, 
» the statesman may have pride , and the 
» champion ferocity; but shall we prefer to 
» these men the low mechanic , who labo- 
9 rtously plods on through life, without cen- 
» sure or applause? We might as well prefer 
» the tamecorrect paintings of the Flemish 
' » schodito the erroneous, but sublime, ani* 
» mationsofthe Roman pencil. » 

« Sir, replied I, your present obser- 

• vation is just, when there are shining 

• virtues and minute defects; but when it 
jf appears that great vices are opposed in the 
» same ibind to as extraordinary virtues, 
» such a character deserves contempt. » 

« Perhaps,, cried he, there may be som« 
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% such monstetv as you describe^ 0f great 
» vices joined to great virtues; yet^ in my 
» progress through life , I never yet found 

* one instance of their existence : on tho 

* contrary 9 I have ever perceived that 
» where the mind wascapacious, the afiec-* 
» tions were good. And indeed Providence 
> seems kindly our friend in this particular^ 
» thustodebilitatetheunderstandingMrhere 
» the heart is corrupt, and diminish the 
» power where there is the will to do mis- 
» chief. This rule seems to extend even to 
» other animals : the little vermin race are 
» ever treacherous 9 cruel, and cowardly, 

* whilst those endowed with strengh and 
» power are generous, brave , and gentle. » 

« These observations sound well, return- 
^ ed I, and yet it would be easy this 
» moment to point out a man ( and I fixed- 
» my eye stedfastly upon him) whose head 
» and heart form a most detestable coq- 
Mrast. Ay, Sir, continued I, raising my 
» voice, and I am glad tq have this oppor- 
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» tonilf of detecting him in the midst of 
» his fsmcied security. Do you know this, 
» Sir, this pocke t* book? — Yes , Sir, re- 
» turned he, with a face of impenetrable 
» assurance , that pocket-book is mine , and 
» I am glad you have found it. — And do 
» you know, cried I, this letter? Nay, 
» never faulter , man; but look me full in 
» the face : I say, do you know this letter? 
» — That letter? returned he; j^es, it was 
» I that virrate that letter. -^ And how could 
» you, said I, so basely, so ungratefully, 
3» presume to write this letter ?— And hoM^ 
» came you, replied he, with looks of ud- 
» paralleled effrontery, so basely topresume 
» to break open this letter? Don^t you 
» know, now, I could hang you all for 
» this? All that I have to do, is to swear at 
» the next justice's that you have been 
D guilty of breaking open the lock of my 
» pocket-book, and so hang you ^11 up at 
» this door. 9 Thispiece of unexpected inso- 
lence raised me to such a pitch, that I 
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touldscarce govern my passion. « Ungrate- 
» ful wretch 9 begone 5 and no longer pol« 
i lute my dwelling with thy baseness* 
» Begone , and never let me see thee again : 
» go frpm my door, and the only punishment 

> I wish thee is an, alarmed conscience 9 

> which will be a sufficient tormentor ! » So 
saying, I threw him his pocket-book, 
which he took up with a smile, and^ 
shutting the clasps with the utmost com- 
pMare, left us quite astonished at the 
serenity of his assurance. My wife was 
particularly enraged that nothing could 
make him angry, or make him seem 
ashamed of his villanies. « My dear, cried 
» I, willing to calm those passions tl^at had 
» been raised too high among us , we are 
» not to be surprised that bad men want 
» shame ; they only blush at being detected 
» in doing good, but glory in their vices. » 

« Guilt and Shame, says the allegory, 
» were at first companions, and, in the 
» beginning of their journey, inseparably 
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• kept together. But their union wasr soon 
» found to be^i^greeabie and inconyenieot 
9 to both : Guilt gave Shame frequent 
9 uneasiness 9 and Sh^e often betrayed 
» the secret conspiracies of Guilt. After 
« long disagreement 9 therefore , thej at 
» length consented to part for ever. Guilt 
» boldly walked forward aione, to overtake 
» Fate^ that went before in the shape of an 
^ executioner : but Shame ^ being h^t^- 
» rally timorous , returned back to UPP 
» company with Virtue, which, in lh« 
» beginning of their journey, they had left 
» behind. Thus, my children, after men 
» have travelled through a few stages in 
» vioe» shame forsakes them, and returns 
» back to wait upon the few virtues they 
» have still remaining. » 

CHAP. XVL 

The family use art, which is opposed 
with stiii greater. 

W BATivEB might have been Sophia's sen- 
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satioDs, the rest of the family was easily 
consoled for Mi*. BurcheU's absence by the 
company of our landlord, whose visits 
DOW became more frequent and longer. 
Though he had been disappointed in pro- 
curing my daughters the amusements of 
the town , as he designed 5 he took every 
opportunity of supplying them with those 
little recreations which our retirements 
would admit of* He usually came in the 
morning; and while my son and I followed 
our occtqpations abroad^ he sat with the 
&mily at home , and amused them by des- 
cribing the town , with every part of which 
he was particularly acquainted. He could 
repeat all the obsenratibns tibat were re- 
tailed in the atmosphereof the play-houses , 
and all the good things of the high wits by 
rote 9 long before they made their way into 
the jest-books. The intervals between con- 
versation were employed in teaching my 
daughterspiquetyoi* sometimes in setting 
my two little OQes to box^ to make them 
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9tuitp9 as he called it : but the hopes of 
having him for a son-ip-law^ in some 
measure blinded us to all his imperii-, 
tions. It must be owned that my wife laid 
a thousand fPiemes to entrap him; or, to 
speak it more tenderly, used eveiy art to 
magnify the merit of her daughter. If the 
cakes at tea eat sliort and crisp , they were 
made by Olivia : if the gooseberry wine was 
well knit, the gooseberries were of her 
gathering : it was her fingers which gave 
the pickles their peculiar green ; and in . 
the compo^on of a pudding, it was her 
judgment that mixed the ingredients. Theo 
the poor woman would sometimes tell the 
Squire that she thought him and Olivia 
extriemely of a size, and would bid both 
fltand up to see which was the tallest These 
instances of cunning, which she thought 
impenetral^e, yet which every body saw 
throu^, were very pleasing to our bene- 
factor, who gave every day some new proofs 
of his passion , whicb'^ though thej: had^ot^ 
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arisen to proposals of marriage , yet yfa 
thought fell but little short of it; aud hb 
slowness was attributed sometimes to native 
bashfulness, and sometimes to his fear .pf 
' offending his uncle. An occurence., how- 
ever , which happened soon after, put It 
beyond a doubt that he designed to become 
one of our family; my wife even regarded 
it as an absolute promise. 

Mj wife and daughters happening to 
return a visit to neighbour Flamborough's, 
found that family had lately got thepr pi9^ 
tures drawn by a limner, who travelled the 
country, and took likenesses for fifteen 
shillings ahead. As this family and ourgha4 
long a sort of rivalry in point of taste, our 
sphit took the alarm at this stolen march 
upon us ; and, notwithstanding all I could 
say, and I said much, it was resolved th^t 
we should have our pictures done too* 
Having, therefore, engaged the limner, 
( for what could I do? ) our next deliber- 
ation was to shew the superiority of our 



Digitized by Google 



ig6 THE VICAK 

taste in the attitudes. As for our ueiglibour^s 
lamily > there were seven of them, and they 
were drawn with seven orange^*d thing 
quite out of taste , no variety in life , no 
composition in the world. "We de^ed to 
have something in a brighter style, and, 
idter many debates, at length came to' an 
unanknous resolution of b^ing drawn to- 
gether , in one large historical family-piece. 
This- wotiLd be cheaper, since one frame 
would serve for all , and it would be infi- 
nitely more genteel , for all families of any 
taste were now drawn in the same manner. 
As we did not immediately recollect an 
historical subject to hit us, we were con- 
tented each with being drawn as inde- 
pendent historical figures. My wife desired 
to bet-epresented as Venus, and the painter 
was requested not to be too frugal of his 
diamonds in her stomacher and hair. Her 
two little Ones were to be as Cupids by her 
side, -While I, in my gown and band, was 
to present her with my books on the Whis- 
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tonian controversy. Olivia would he .dj?av?n 
as an Amazon , sitting upon a bauk of ilo^H 
crs, drest in a green Josephs Tichlylac^ 
with gold 9 and a whip in her hand* Sophia 
was to be a shepherdess 9 with as maoy 
sheep as the painter cc^d put in for.nc^- 
thing; and Moses was to be dresSi&d f>i|t 
with an hat and white feather. Our taste so 
much pleased the Squire 5 tfiat he iaaisl^d 
on being put in as one of die family ^Jp 
the eharacter of Alexander the Greatly ^^ 
OHvia's feet. This was considered by ixi 
all as an indication of bis desire to h^ in- 
troduced into the family , nor eotdA.wle 
refuse his request. The painter wa&ther«^ 
fore set to work; and as hie wrought with 
assiduity and expedition 9 in less thaia four 
days the whole was conEq»leted,. Hie piece 
was large ^ and it must be owned' he 6id 
not spare hid colours 9 for which my wifb 
save him great encomiums. We were Kll 
perfectly satisfied with his perfomtance ; 
«lmt an unfortunate circumstanto had ACft 
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oeowfred till the picture was finished, whidi 
now struck us wiUt dismay. It was so very 
larg'e that we had no place in the house to 
Hx it. Bow we all eame to disregard so 
material a point is inconceivable; but cer- 
tain it is, we had been all greatly remiss. 
The pietatte, thefe£E>re, instead of grati- 
fying bur vanity as we hoped, leaned, in 
a most mortifying manner, against thekU- 
^00 waU, vrftere thm canvas was stretched 
and painted, much too large to be got 
tKrQiigh a»y «£ the doors, and the jest 
t>f all our seighbMrs.^ One compared it to 
Kohinsoa Cmsoe^ long hoat^ too large to 
be removed ; aootli^t thought it more re- 
sembled a TeefiaaL bottle; «ome wondered 
how it o6uld begotout^ butstSM more vrere 
amazed how it ever gotin. 

But though it excitedthe i^dicule of somct 
it effectually raised more malicious sugges* 
lions in-' matiy. The Squire's portrait being 
found united with oiws, was an honour 
4ao : gi*cat to escape - envy. Scandaioi* 
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wfaUpersb^an to circulate at our ejqpence^ 
and our tranquillity was continually dis- 
turbed by persons who came as friends to 
tell us what was said of us by enemies. 
These reports were always resented with 
becoming spirit ; but scandal ever improves 
by opposition. We once again therefore 
entered into a consultation upon obviating 
the malice of our enemies , and at lastcame 
to a resolution , which had too much cun- 
ning to give me entire satisfaction. It was 
this : as our principal obfect was to discover 
the honour of Mr. Thomhill'saddresses, 
my wife undertook to sound him , by pre- 
tending to ask his advice in the choice of 
a husband for her ddest daughter. If this 
was not foimd sufficient to induce Inm to 
a declaration j it was tiien resolved to terrify 
him with a rival. To this last step , however, 
I would by no meant give my consent y till 
Olivia gave me the most solemn assurani^Sy 
that she would marry the person provided 
to rival him upon this occasion if Mr. 



Digitized by Google 



ioo THE YICAK 

Thonihill did not prevent it by taking her 
•himself. Such ^as the scheme laid, which, 
•though I did not strenuously oppose , I did 
.not entirely approve. . • 

The next time, therefore, that Mr. 
ThomhiU came to see us, my girls took 
care to be out of the way , in order to give 
their mamma an opportunity of putting her 
scheme in execution'; but they only retired 
to the next room , from whence they could 
overhear the whole conversation. My wife 
artfully introduced it by observing that one 
x>f the Miss Flamboroughs was like to havt 
^ very good match of it in Mr. Spanker* 
To this the Squire assenting, she proceeded 
to remark that they who had warm for- 
tunes were always sure of getting good hus- 
bands, a But heaven help , continued she , 
/ f the girls that have none. What signifies 
» beauty, Mr. Thomhill? or what signifies 
9 all the virtue, and all the qualifications 
» in the world, in this age of self-interest? 
» It is not. What is she? but. What has she? 
» is all the cry. » 
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c Madam, returned he, I highly approve 
ik the justice, as well as the novelty of your 

• remarks, and if I were a king , it should 
» be otherwise. It should then, indeed, be 
» fine times with the giris without fortunes: 
» oar two young ladies should be the first 

> for whom I would provide. » - 

cAh! Sir, returned my wife, you are 

> pleased to be facetious : but I wish I were 

• ^ queen, and then I know where my 

> eldest daughter should look for an bus- 
» band. But now that you have put it into 
» my head, seriously, Mr.Thomhill, can^t 
» you recommend me a proper husbanc^ 
» for her? She is now nineteen years old, 

> well grown, and well educated, and, in 

> my humble opinion , does not want for 
» parts. » 

« Madam, repliedhe^ if I were to choose, 

> I would find out a person possessed of 
» every accomplishment that can make an 
» angel happy. One with prudence, for- 
» tune, taste and sincerity ;^such, Madam, 
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^ wotdd be 9 in my opinion, the proper 

» husband. — Ay^ Sir, said she; but doyoa 

» know of any such person ? — No , Madam^ 

» returned he, it is impossible to know any 

» person that deserves to be her husband: 

* » she's too great a treasure for one man^s 

j» possession : she's a goddess. Upon my 

' » soul, I speak what I think, she's an angel. 

;» -^Ah! Mr. Thomhill, you only flatter 

» my poor girl : but we have been think- 

» ing of marrying her to one of your tenants, 

>» whose mother is lately dead, and who 

J) wants a manager : you know whom I 

1 mean, farmer Yi'illianis, a warm maui 

» Mr. Thomhill, able to give her good 

9 bread, and who has several times made 

> hep proposals ( which was actually the 

1 case ) : but, Sir, concluded she, I should 

» be glad to have your approbation of our 

' • choice. — How^ Madam , replied he, my 

» approbation ! My approbation of such a 

» choice! Never. What! sacrifice so much 

.» beauty, and sense, and goodness, to a 
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» creature insensible of the blessing ! Ex- 
it fuse me , I can never approve of such a 
» pKce of injustice. And I have my reasons. . 
» — Indeed , Sir, cried , Deborah 9 if you 
• kave your reasons , that's another affair ; 
» but I should be glad to know those reasons. 
I— Excuse me, Madam, tetumed he, 
> they lie too deep for discovery ( laying 
I his hand upon his bosom) : they rem:iain . 
i buried, rivetted here. » 

After he was gone , upon general consul- . 
tation, we could not tell what to make of 
these fine sentiments. Olivia considered^ 
them at instances of the most exalted pas- 
sion, but I was not qpiite so sanguine : it 
seemed to me pretty plain that they had 
more of love than matrimony in them. Yet, 
whatever they might portend, it was re- 
iolved to prosecute the scheme of farmer 
WiUiams, who, from my daughter's first 
appearance in the country, had paid her. 
his addresses. 
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CHAP. XYII. 

Scarce amy virtue found to resist the 
power ofiong and pieoMng tempter 
tion. 

jt\ s I only studied my child^s real happiness, 
the assiduity of Mr. Williams pleased me y 
as he was in easy circumstances , prudent^ 
and sincere. It required but very little 
encouragement to revive his former pas- 
sion ; so that.in an evening or two he and 
Mr. Thornhill met at our house , and sur* 
veyed each other for some time widi looii 
of anger : but Williams owed his landlord 
no rent , and little r^ardedhis indignation. 
Olivia, on her side, act^d the coquette to 
perfection, if that might be called acting 
which was her i^al character, pretending 
to lavish all her tmiderqes^ on her new 
lover. M. Thornhill jqppe^uied, quite deject- 
ed at this preference, and w|th a pensive 
air took leave, though I own it puzzled me 
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to find him to much in pain as he aj^ear^ 
fd to be, when he had it in his power so 
easily to remore the cause , by declaring 
an hooooralde passion. But, whatever 
tmeastness he seemed to endure , it could 
easily be perceived that Olivia's anguish 
was still greater. After any of these inter* 
Tiews between, her lovers, of which there 
were several , she usually retired to solitude, 
and there indulged her griefs It was in 
mch a situation I found her one evening, 
after she had been for some time support- 
ing a fictitious gaiety. — « You now see, my 

* child, said I, that your confidence in Mr. 

> Thornhill's passion was ail a dream : he 
» permits the rivalry of another, everyway 

* hjs inferior, though he knows it lies in 
» his power to secure you to himself by 
» acandid declaration. — Yes, papa, return* 
» ed she, but he h^s his reasons for this 

* delay : I know he has. The sincerity of 
» his looks and words convinces me of hit 

> real esteem. A short time, I hope, will 
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» discover the generosity of his sentimentSf 
» andconvince you tliat my opinion of him 
» has been more just than yours. — Olivia , 
» my darling 9 returned I, every scheme 
» that has been hitherto pursued to compel 
» him to a declaration , has beeq^ proposed 
» and planned by yourself, nor can you in 
» the least say that I htve constrained you. 
» Butyoumustnotsuppose^my dear, that 
» I will ever be instrumental in suffering 
x his honest rival to be the dupe of your 
» ill-placed passion. Whatever time you 
» require to bring your fancied admirer to 
» an explanation , shall be granted; but at 
» the expiration of that term, if he is still 
» regardless, I must absolutely insist that 
» honest Mr. Williams shall be rewarded 

* for his fidelity. The character which 1 

• have hitherto supported in life demands 
» this from me; and mjr tenderness, as a 
» parent , shall never influence my inte- 
» grity as a man. Name then your day , let 
» it be as distant as you think proper , and^ 
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f in the mean time, take care to let Mr. 
• Thornhill knoMr the exact time on which 
1 1 design delivering you up to another. If 
» he really loves you , his own good sense 
^will readily suggest that there is but one 
> method alone to prevent his losing you 
» for ever. » This proposal , which she 
could not avoid considering as perfectly 
jost, was readily agreed to. She again renew- 
ed her most positive promise of marrying 
Mr. Williams, in case of the other's insen- 
sibility; and at the next opportunity, in 
Mr. Thomhill's presence, that day month 
was fixed upon for her nuptials with his 
rival. 

Such vigorous proceedings seemed to 
redouble Mr. ThomhiU's anxiety : but what 
Olif ia really felt gave me some uneasiness. 
In this struggle between prudence and 
passion , her vivacity quite forsook her , and 
everj opportunity of solitude was sought 
and spent in tears. One week passed away ; 
but Mr. Thornhill made no efforts to re« 
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strain her nuptials. The succeeding week he 
was still assiduous, but not more open. On 
the third he discontinued his visits entirely; 
and instead of my daughter testifying any 
impatience, as I expected, she seemed ty 
retain a pensive tranquillity , which Hook- 
ed upon as resignation. For my own part, 
I was now sincerely pleased with thinking 
that my child was going to be secured in 
a continuance of competence and peace, 
and frequently applauded her resolution in 
preferring happiness to ostentation. It was 
within about four days of her intended 
nuptials , that my Httle family at night were 
gathered round a charming fire, telling 
stories of the past, and laying schemes for 
the future. Busied in forming a thousand 
projects, and laughing at whatever folly 
came uppermost, « l^ell, Moses, cried I, 
i> we shall soon , my boy, have a wedding 
» in the family : what is yaur opinion of 
» matters and things in general? — My 
» opinion,. father, is that all things go on 
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y> very well; and I was just now thinkings 
» that when sister Livy is married to farmer 
» ^filliams, we shall then have the loan of 
» his cider-press and brewing -tubs for 
» nothing.. — That we shall 9 Mose^, cried 
« I; and he will sing us Death and the 
» Ladyf^vikisQ our spirits , into the bar- 

> gain. — Hq has taught that song to our 
» Dick , cried Moses ; and I think he goes 
» through it very prettily. — Does he so ? 
» cried I; then let us have it : where's little 
» Dick? let him up with it boldly. — My 

> brother Dick, cried Bill, my youngest, is 
•just gone out with sister Livy; but Mr. 

> Williams has taught me two songs , and 
» rii shigthem for you, papa. Which song 
» do you choose , the dying Swan^S^iViQ 
* £%y on the death of a mad dog ? — 

> The elegy, child, by all means, said I ; 
» I never heard that yet ; and Deborah , my 
» life, grief, you know, is dry; let us have 
» a bottle of the best gooseberry wine, to 
» keep up our spirits. J have wept so much 
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» at all sorts ofelegiesof late, that, without 
» an enlivening glass , I am sure this "will 
» overcome me; and, Sophy, love, take 
» your guitar, and thrum in with the boy 
» a little. » 

An Elegy on the death of a mad Dog^ 

Good people all of every 8ort« 

Give ear unto my song ; 
And if you find it wondrous short, 

It cauDot hold you long. 

In Islington tber^was a man, 

Of "whom the world might »ay , 

That still a godly race he ran , 
"Whene'er he w«nt to pray. 

A kind and gentle heart he had , 
To comfort friends and foes : • 
. The naked every day he clad. 
When he put on his clothes^ 

And in that town a dog ^'as found , 

As many dogs there he ^ 
Both mungrcl, puppy, whelp, and hound ^ 

And Gurs of low degree. 
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This dog and man at first were friends ; 

But, when a pique began , 
The dog, to gain some private ends , 

Went mad , and bit the man. 

Arennd from all the neighbouring streets j 
The wond'ring neighbours ran , 

And swore the dog had lost his wits , 
To bite so good a man* 

The wonnd it seemM both sore and sad, 

To every christian eye; 
And while they swore the dog 'vi'^as mad , 

They swore the roan would die. 

But soon a wonder came to light. 

That shew'd the rogues they ly'd ; 

The man recover 'd of the bite , 
The dog it was that dy'd. 

c A very good boy , Bill ^ upon my word ^ 
9 and an elegy that may truly be called 
» tragical. Gome, my children, here's Bill's 
» health , and may he one day be a bishop. » 

« "With all my heart , cried my wife , and 
» if he but preaches at weU as he singft , I 
9 naake no doubt of bWk: The most of hi» 
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9 family, by the mother's side , (M>uld sing 
» a good song : it was ^ common saying in 
»* iour country , that the family of the Bknk- 
B insops could never look straight before 
» them 9 nor the Huggingsons blow out a 
» candle 5 that there were none of the 
» Grograms but could sing a, song, or of 
» the Marjorams but could tell a story. — - 
» However that be, cried I, the most vulgar 
» ballad of them all generally pleases me 
1 better than ihe fine modern odes, and 
» things that petrify in a single stanza: pro- 
1) ductions that we at oi^ce detest and praise. 
» Put the glass to your brother, Moses. The 
» great fault of these elegiasts is, that they 
» are in despair for griefs that giv6 the 
» sensible purt of mankind very little paija. 
» A lady loses her muff, hier fan , or her 
» lap-dog, and so the silly poet runs home 
» to versify the disaster. » 

« That may be the mode, cried Moses, 
» in sublimer compositions; but the Rane- 
» lagh songs that come down to us are 
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• perfectly familiar^ and all cast in the 
» s^me mould : Collin teeets Dolly, and 
» they hold a dialogue together; he gives 

• her a Mring to put in her hair , and she 
> present him i^ith |a nosegay ; and then 
» they go together to church , where they 
» give good advice to young nymphs and 
1 swains to get married as fast as they 
1 can. » 

« And very good advice too, cried I; 
» and I am told there is not a place in the 
» world ^here advice can be given with so 
» much propriety as there ; for , as it per- 
■ snades us to marry, it also furnishes us 
» with a wife, and surely that must be an 
» excdlent market, my boy, where we are 

• told what we want, and supplied with it 
B when wanting. » 

« Yes, Sir, returned Moses, and I know 
» but of two such markets for wives in 
» Europe, Ranelagh in England, and Fon- 
» tarabia in Spain. The Spanish market i» 
^ open once a year , but our English wives 

• are saleable every night. » 
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« Tou are right, my boy, cried his mdtlier ; 
1 Old England is the only plac^ in the 
» world for husbands to ;get wh^es.— And 
» for wives to manage their husbandS) 
» interrupted I. It is a proverbal»dad>t]Hit 
» if a bridge were built acmss^the sea^ ail 
» the ladies of the continent would come 
» over to take pattern from ourf.; for tfaore 
» are no such wives in Europe as our own* 

» Bat let us have 6ne bottle more/Deborah, 
» my life ; and, Moses, giveusa f;ood80iig> 
y^ yfhvd thanks do we not owe to heaven 
» for thus bestowing tranquillity, health, 
» and competence I I thinkmyself happier 
» now than the greatest monarch upon 
» earth. He has nosuehfire^side,norsaeb 
» pleasant faces about it. Yes, Deborah, 
» my dear, we are now Rowing old; bat 
» the evening of our life is likely to be happy- 
» We are descended from ancestors that 
» knew no stain , and we shaU leave a good 
» and virtuous race of children^behind us. 
» While we live, they will be our support 
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9 and our pleasure here , and when we die 
» they will transmit our honour untainted 
• to posterity. Gome , my son ^ we wait for 
a a song : let us have a chorus. But where 
» is my darling Olivia? That little cherub's 
» voice is always sweetest in the concert. » 
Just as I spoke, Dick came running in, « O 
» papa, papa, she is gonefrom us, she is gone, 
» £rom us, my sister Livy is gone from us, for 
» ever. — Gone, child! — Yes, she is gone off 
» with two gentlemen in a post^haise, and 
9 one ofthem kissed her, 
» die for her; and she c: 
» and was for coming ba 
» suaded her again , and s 
« chaise, and said: O w 
» papa do when he knov 
» — Now then, cried I, m^ 
9 l)e miserable ; for we shall never enjoy 
» one liour more. And, O may heaven's 
» everlasting fury light upon him and his ! 
» Thus to rob me of my child ! And sure it 
» will , for taking back my sweet innocent 
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i» that I was leading up to heaven. Such 

» sincerity as my child was possest of! But 

» all our earthly happiness is now over. Go, 

n mf children, go, and be miserable and 

» infanious; for my heart is broken within 

» me! — Father, cried my son, is this your 

}» fortitude ? —Fortitude, child! yes, he shall 

> see I have fortitude! Bring Boie my pistols. 

» I'llpursue the traitor : while he is on earth, 

» I'll pursue him. Old as I am, he shall find 

» I can sting him yet. The villain! the 

» perfidious villain! i> I had by this time 

reached down my pistols , when my poor 

ions were not so strong 

: me in her arms, c My 

»t husband, cried she, 

) only weapon thjit is fit 

nds now. Open that, my 

» love , and read our anguish into patieno^ , 

» for she has vilely deceived us. —Indeed, 

» Sir, resumed my son after a pause , your 

» rage is too violent and unbecoming. You 

» should be my mo therms comforter, and 

» you increase her pain. It ill suited you 
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9 and your reverend character thus.to curse 
» your greatest enemy ; you should not 
» have cursed him 9 villain as he is. — I did 
» not curse him , child ; did I ? — Indeed ^ 
» Sir, you did, you cursed him twice» -^ 
B Then may heaven forgive me and him if 
i I did. And now, my son, I see it was 
» more4han human benevolence that first 
» taught uft to bless our enemies. Blest be 
> his hdy name for all the |h^ ^^ ^^^^ 
, " given, and for. all4hat he bath taken 
»away! But it is not, it is not a small 
» distress that can wring tears from these 
9 old eyes, that have not wept lor so many 
» years. My child ! — To undo my darling I 
» May confusion se]|:e! — Heavep forgive 
» me, what am I about to say I You may 
» remejmber, my love, how good she was, 
» and how chafming; till this vile moment , 
» all- her care was to make us happy^ Had 
» she butd|ed! But she is j^one, the honour 
^ of our family icontaminaled, and I must 
» look out for happiness ia other worlds^ 
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» than here. But, my child, you saw thent 
» go off: perhaps he forced her away? If be 
» forced her, she may yet be innocent. — 
» Ah no , Sir ! cried the child ; he only kissed 

> her, and called her his angel; and she 
» wept very much , and leaned upon his 
» arm, and they drove off very fast. — She 
» k an ungrateful creature , cried my wife ^ 
» who could scarce speak for weeping , to 
» use us thus. She never had the least 
» constraint put upen her affections. The 
» vile strumpet has basely deserted her 
» parents without any provocation , thus to 
• bring your grey hairs to the grave , and t 

> must shortly follow. » 

In thi^ manner that ni^ht , the first of 
our real mirfortunes, was spent in the 
bfttemess of complaint, and iU*supported 
sallies of enthusiasm. I determined , how<^ 
ever, to find out our betrayer, wherever 
he was, and reproach his baseness. The 
next morifiing we missed our vn'etched 
€hild at brcakiaRit, wh^r^ she used to give 
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life and cheerfulness to us all. My wl£e , as 
before, attempted to ease her heavC by 
reproaches. « Never, cried she, shall that 
» vilest stain of our family again darken 
» these harmless doors. I will never call 
» ber daughter more. No, let the strumpet 
» live with her vile seducer : she may bring 
» ufl flS shame, but she shall never more 
% deceive us. » 

t Wife, said I, do not talk thus hardly : 
» my detestition of. her guilt is as great as 
» yours ; but ever shall this house and this 
» heart be open to a poor returning repen- 
» taut sinner. The sooner she returns from 
9 her transgression, the more welcome shall 
9 she be to me. For the first time the very 
» best may err; art may persuade, and 
» novelty spread out its charm. The first 
» fault is the child of siM^city, but every 
» other the offspring ePgiiilt. Yes, the 
» wretched creature shall be welcome to 
» this heart and this house, though stained 
9 with ten thousand vices. I will again 
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» hearken to the music of her voice; agahi 
» will I hang fondly on her bosom, if I 
» find but repentance there. My son , bring 
» hither my Bible and my staff; I ^ill 
» pursue her, wherever she is; and though 
» I cannot save her from' shame, I may 
• prevent the continuance of iniquity. » 

CHAP. XVIII. 

The pursuit of a fiuhet to reclaim a iott 
chiid to virtue. 

X Hov€H the child could not describe the 
gentleman's person who handed his sister 
into the post-chaise, yet my smpicions feU 
entirely upon our young landlord, who§e 
character for such intrigues was but too 
well known. I therefore directed my steps 
towards Thornl^Lcastle, resolving to up- 
braid him, and fljpossible*, to bridg back 
my daughter : but before 1 had reached his 
seat, I was met by one of my parishioners, 
whp said he saw a young lady resembling 
my daughter in a post-chaise with a gentle- 



Digitized by Google 



OF WAKEFIELD. aai 

man, i^hom, by the description, I could 
only j^uess to be Mr. Burchell, and that 
Ihey drove very fast. This information, 
however, did by no means satisfy me; % 
therefore went to the young Squire's , and , 
though it was yet early, insisted upon seeing 
him immediately. He soon appeared with 
the. most open familiar air, and seemed 
perfectly .am|zed at my daughter's elope- 
ment, protesting upon bis honour that he 
was quite a stranger to it. I now therefore 
eondem«>ed my former suspicions, and 
could turn theta only on Mr. Burchell, 
who I recollected had of late several private 
conferences with her : but the appearance 
of another witness left me no room to doubt 
of his villainy , who averred, that he and 
my daughter were actually gone towards 
the Wells, about thirty mihs off, where 
there was a great deal of company. Being 
driven to that state of mind in which we 
are more ready to act precipitately than to 
reason right, I never debated with myself. 
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whedier these accounts might not haare 
been given by persons purposely placed in 
my way to mislead me^ but resoWed to 
pursue my daughter and her fancied deluder 
thither. I walked along with earnestness , 
and enquired of several by the way; but 
received no accounts , till enteringthe town, 
I was met by a person on horseback , whonoi 
I remembered to have seen a^ the Squirm's , 
and he assured me , that if I followed them 
to the races, which were but thirty mUes 
farther, I might depend upon oviertsQLing 
diem; for he had seen them dance there 
the night before , and the whole assembly 
seemed charmed with my daughter's per-* 
formance. Early the next day, I walked 
forward to the races , and about four in the 
afternoon I came upon the course. The 
companymade a very brilliant appearance, 
all earnestly employed in one pursuit , that 
of pleasure ; how different from mine , that 
of reclaiming a lost child to virtue! I 
thought I perceived Mr. Burchell at soqdm 
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distance from me : but, as if he dreaded an 
intearviewy upon my approaching Jbim, he 
mixed among 4 crowd , and I saw him no 
more. I now reflected tibat it would be to no 
purpose to continue my pursuij^ farther , 
and resolved to return home to an innocent 
family 9 who wanted my assistance* But the 
agitation of my mfiid, £md ftie fatigues X « 
had undergone 9 threw me in to a fever, the 
symptoms of which I perceived before I 
came off the course* This ' was another 
un^q^ted stroke, aB I was more than 
seventy miles distant from home : however,^ 
I retired to a little ale-house by the road-* 
side, and, in this place, the usual retreat 
of indigence and frugality , I laid me down 
patiently to wait the issue of my disorder. 
I languished here fir near three week^ » 
but at last my c<M)Stitution prevailed, though 
I was unprovided with money to defray the 
expeivces of my entertainment. It is possible 
the anxiety from this last circumstance 
alone might have brought on a relapse, had 
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I nol been supplied by a traveller, who 
stopped there to take a cursory refreshment. 
This iperson was no other than the philan- 
thropic bookseller nfili St. Paul's Church- 
yard « wb0 has written so many little books 
for children. He called himself their friend; 
but he was the friend of All mankind. He 
was no sooner alighted, but he was in haste 
to be gone; for he was ever on business of 
the utmost importance, and was at that 
ttme actually compiling materials for the 
history of one Mr. Thomas Trip, imme- 
diately recdlected the good-natured man's 
red pimpled face ; for he had published for 
me against the deuterogamists of the age; 
imd from him I borrowed a few pieces , to 
be paid at my return. Leaving the inn, 
flierefore , as I wasyert)ut weak, I resolved 
io return home by easy journies of ten 
miles a day. My health and usual ^an- 
quillity were almost restored , and •! now 
condemned that pride which had made m^ 
refractory to the hand of correction. Ma» 
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Jittle knows what calamities are beyond his 
patience to bear, till he tries them. As la 
aseending the heights of ambition , whidi 
look bright from below, every step weris^ 
shews us some new and gloomy prospect of 
hidden disappointment; so in osur descent 
from the summits of pleasure, though the 
vale of misery below may appear at first 
dark and gloomy, yet the busy mind, still 
attentive to its own amusement, finds as 
we descend something to flatter and to 
please : still as we approach , the darkest 
objects appear to brighten, and the mental 
eye becomes adapted to its gloomy situa* 
tlon. 

I nowproceededforward, and had walk- 
ed about two hours, when I perceived 
what appeared at adistanae like a waggon^ 
which I was resolved to overtake; but when 
1 came up with iu found it to be a strol- 
Itngcompany's car^TKnat was.carry ing their 
* scenes and other theatrical furniture to the 
next village, where they were to exhibit. 
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The cart was attended only by the person 
Vfho droye it, and one ef the company; as 
the rest of the piayers were to fit^ow the 
ensuing day. Good company upon the road, 
says the proverb , is the shortest cut : I 
therefore entered into conversation with 
the poor player; and as I once had some 
• theatrical powers myself, I descanted on 
such topics with my usual freedom : but 
as I was pretty much unacquainted wttb 
the present state of the stage, I demanded 
who were the present theatrical writers in 
Togue, who the Drydens and Otways of 
the day. — tl foncy , Sir, cried the player, 
y» few of our modem dramatists would 
V think themselves much honoured by 
'y» being compared to the writers you men- 
» tion. Dryden and Howe's mtanner, Sir? 
'» are quite out of fashion; our taste has 
» gone back a whole century; Fletcher, 
» Ben Jonson , and all the plays of Shak- 
» spe^ire, are the only things that go down. 
» —How, cried I, is it possible the present 
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t age can be pleased with that antiquated 

> dialect y that obsolete humour, those 
1 overcharged characters, which abound 
» ia the works you mention? — Sir, re- 
» turned my companion, the public think 
» nothing about dialect, or humour, odr 
n character; for that is none of their busl- 
» ness : they only go to be amused, ^md find 

> themselves happy wiien they can enjoy a 
* pantomixQeunderthe sanction of Jonson*s 
» or Shakspeare's name. ^- $o then , I 

> suppose , cried I % that our modern dra- 
» mat^fs are rather imitators of Shakspeare 
•» than of nature. — To say the truth, return r 

> ed my con^ipanion, I don't know that 

> they inutate any thing at ail; norindeed 

> does the public require iit of them: it is 
? not the composition of the fiece, but tl^ 
» number of starts and attitudes that may 
» be introduced , that elicits applause. I 

> have known a piece with not one jest 

> in the whole, shrugged into popularity , 
» and another saved by th«poet's throwing 
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s in a fit of the gripes. No, Sir, the works 
» of Congreye and Farquhar have too much 
» ^it in them for the present taste; our 
» modem dialect is much more natural. » 
Bj this time the equipage of the strol- 
ling company was arrived at the village , 
which , it seems ; had been apprised of our 
approach, and was come out to gaze at us; 
for my companion observed that strollers 
always have more spectators without doors 
than within. I did not consider the impro- 
priety of my being in such company till I 
saw a mob gather about me. I therefore 
took shelter, as fast as pos^ble, in the first 
ale-house that offered; and b^ing shewn 
into the common room, was accosted by a 
,very well drest gentleman, who demanded 
whether I was the real chaplain of the 
company , or whether it was only to be my 
mascpierade character in the play. Upon 
informing him of the truth , and that I did 
not belong in any sort to the company, h« 
was condesciljplng^ enough to desire me 
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juid the player to partake in abowl of pimch, 
over which he discussed modern politi<l| 
with gre^t earnestness and interest. I set 
him down in my own mind for nothing less 
than a parliament-man at least; but waft 
almost confirmed in my conjectures 9 when^ 
upj^n my asking what there was in th6 
house for supper, he insisted that the player 
and i should sup with him Ut his houtfe^ 
with which request, after some entrealieSy 
we were prevailed on to comply. 

CHAP. XI*. 

The dMcripHon of a person disconlerUed 
with the present govermnent, cmd 
upprehensive oftheiass ofourUter^ 
ties. 

X HB house where ^e ti^ere to be enter* 
tained, lying at a small distance from the 
•village, our inviter observed, that as the 
coach was not ready, he wouldxonduct us 
OQ&ot» and we soon arrived at one of the 



Digitized by Google 



tt3d *tHB VICAR 

most ttiagailloent mansions I had seen in 
iBhat pdrt of the country. The apartment 
ill to which we were shewn was perfectly 
H^gant and modern. He went to give orders 
for siippet, while the pldyer, with a wiokj 
observed that we were perfectly in luck. 
Our ientertainer soon returned : an elegit 
^ppelr wds brought in ; two or three ladie« 
in An i^asy dishabille were introduced^ and 
the conversation began with some sprightU- 
ness. Politics, however, were the subject 
on which our entertainer chiefly expatiated; 
for he asserted liiat liberty was at once his 
boast and his terror. After the cloth wasre^ 
moved , he asked me if I had seen the last 
Monitor; to^hich replying in the negative, 
« ^hat, nor'the Auditor, I suppose? cried 
» he. — Neither, Sir, returned I. — Thai's 
» sti^ange , very strange , replied my enter- 
M tainer. Now, I read all the politics that 
» come out, tht5 Daily,, the Public, the 
» Ledger, tiie Chronicle, the LondonEve- 
» ning, the WhUehall£ven|ng,the seventeen 
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• Magazines^ and the two Reviews; an4 
» tkough they hate each other, I lovetheni 

• all. Liberty, Sir, liberty i^ the* Briton*^ 
» boast, and, by all my coaOi-mines i^ Corn- 
f will, I reverence its guarjiiaps..— The^ it 

• is to be hoped, cried I, you reveren^je th^ 

• king. — Yes^ returned my ^ntertajper ^ 
i when be does what we yould hav^ him^ 

> but if he goes on as he h^s doi^eof late ^ 

• ril never trouble myself n^ore witji Jiis 
» matters. I say nothing, I thipk. oply* % 
» could have directed ^^e tilings better* 

> I d(mH thinls. there l^as b^en a. sufficient 

> ntunber of advisers : he should advisjs 
» wifli every person willing to give hiui 
^ advise, aodtbe^i we shoul^ hifve, ^hingS 
9 done in another guess ipani^er. 

«I wish, cried I, that such injxuding 

• advisers were fixed intbepijlory. Itshoul4 
» be the duty of honest m^n \q ^ssist th0 

• weaker side of our constitution, tlja:f 

> sacred power thathasfprsqnte year^beei| 

• etery day declinjqg, an4 Iji^^ing jts^e 
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• share of influence in the state. But these 
% ignorants still continue theory of iiheftj) 
» and if they have any weight, basely throw 
» it into the subsiding scale. 

> How, cried one of the ladies, do I live 
t to see pne so base , so sordid ,ad to be aa 
» enemy to liberty, and a defender of 
» tyrants? Libei$y, thatsacred gift ofhea- 
» ven, that gloribus privilege of Britons 1 

> Can it be possible , cried our enter- 
ic tainer, that there should be any found at 
• present, advocates for slavery? any who 
1 are for meanly giving up the privileges of 
» Britons? Can any, $ir,beso £d>|ect? 

' » No, Sir, replied I, I afti for liberly, 
>^t attribute of Gods! Glorious liberty! 
» that theme of modern declamation* I 
» woulli have all men kings ; I vwmld be a 
1 king myself. We have all naturally an 
» equal right to the throne : we are all 
» originally equal. This is my opinion, and 
» was once the opinion of a set of honest 
» menwhow^reoaUedLevellers.Th^ylksed 
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» to er^ tfaj&xiiself es, inta s^ oon^i^^cuiiity ^ 
v where all should be jequally jfr^e* J$i4 9 
• ala$litw^aldi^verai)^er;fort}^erewefe, 
» some ampng t^iem sUrQi^g^^ lap^d sonpi^ 
» more enju^ir^ 9 fhiojx o^ers> and these 
» became mastjerjs of the re^t ; for as sure as 
9 yQur groipm ri^s yfiur horses^ because 
» he is a cunniiiger . animal t^an they 9 $0 
i» surely wUl the aoim^ that is cuuningpr 
» or stronger th^ he 5 sit l^o^ hisshoulders 

> in turn. Since tiien i^ is entailed upon 
» humanity to submit ^apd some are born 
» to command y and others to obey , the 

> question is 9 as there must be tyrants f 
» whether it is better ta have them in the 
» same house with us, or in th^ same v^- 
» lage, or, still farther off, in the metropoUs* 
» Now 5 Sir , for my own part , a^ I natu^rally 
•1 hate the face of a tyrajat, the farther pff 

> he is removed from me , tj^e better pleased 
» am I. The generality of n^ankind also 
jf are of my way of thinjung, apd have 
» unanimously i;rea.t^4 we king, whcise 
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» election at once dioainishtf the nmnb^ 

• oftfrantfliandputstyrannyat the greatest 
> distance from the greatest ntunber of 
» people. Now the great, who were ^rrantf 
» themselves before the election of one 
» tyrant, are naturalljr av^'se to a jpowcr 
» raised over thiyoi , and Mdbose weight must 
i ever lean heaviest on the subordinate 
» orders. It is the interest c^ the great ^ 

• therefore, to diminish kingfy power as 
j» much as possible , because whatever they 
» take from that, is naturally restored to^ 
» themselves ; and all they have to do in ihe^ 
y state, is to undermine the «in^e tyrant^ 
» by which they resume their primeval 
» authority. Now the state may be so cir* 
V cumstanced,oritslawsmay besodisposed, 
a or its men of opulence so minded, as all 
» to conspire in carrying on this business^ 

• of undermini|»g monarchy ; for, in the' 
» first place , if the circun^ances of our 
9 State be suchastofavour theaccumulation 

• of wealthy and make the (^ulent 0^ 
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> mm riA f this will increase their ambi-< 

• tien. An accumtilatioki of MreaHh) how- 

> ever^mustnecessarifybedieconsequencey 
t when, as at present, more riches flow in 

> fipom external commerce than arise from 
» internal industry: for external com- 
1 merce can only be managed to advan- 
» tage by the rich, and they have also, at 

> the same time, all the emoluments aris- 

> ing from internal industry; so that the 

> rich , ^th us , have two sources of wealth , 

* whereas the poor have but one. Thus , 

> wealth, in aU commercial states, is found 

> toaccunijolate; and all such have hitherto, 

> in time, become aristocratical. Again ^ 
' the very laws also of this country may 

> contribute to the accumulation of wealth; * 

> as when by their means the natural ties 
1 that bind the rich and poor together are 

> broken, and it is ordained, that the rich 

» shall only marry ynth the rich; or when * 

> the learned are held unqualified to serve 

> theircountry as counsellors, merely froiu 
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» a defeet of opuleace; and wealUi is thus 

» made the object of a wise man^s ambitaon : 

> by these means > I siay ^ and such means 
1 as these 9 riches wHl accumulate. Now the 
1 possessor of accumulated wealth ^ when 

> furnished with the necessaries and fdea- 
» sures of life, has no other method ta 

> employ the superfluity of his fortune bat 

> in purchasing powir; that is, differaoitly 
» speaking, in making depcsndants^ by 
» purchasing the liberty of the needy or 

> the venal, of men who jare willing to 
1 bear the mortification of co^guous tjf- 
1 ranny for bread. Thus each very ojpuletit 
» man generally gathersroundhim a circle 
» of the poorest of the people ; and the 
» polity abounding in accumxdated wealth , 
1 may be compared to a Cartesikn system, 
» each orb with a vortex of its own. Those, 
» however, i^ho are willing to move in a 
• great man's vortex, are only such as 
» must be ^ves , the rabble of mankind y 
» whose souls and whose education ar« 
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adapted to servitude ^ and who know 
nothing of liberty , except the name. But 
there must still be a large number of the 
people "^thout the sphere of the opulent 
man's influenee, namely, that order of 
men which subsists between the very 
rich and the very rabble ; those menwho 
are possesi of too large fortunes to submit 
to the neighbouring man in power, and 
yet are too poor to set up for tyranny 
thems^ves. In this middle order of man- 
Und, are generally to be found all this 
arts, wisdom, and virtues of society^ 
This order alpne is known to be the true 
preserver of freedom , and may be called 
the people. Now it may happen , that this 
middle order of mankind may lose all 
its influence in a state , and its voice be 
in a mainner drowned in that of the rabble : 
for^ if the fortune sufficient for qualify-^ 
ing a person at present to give his voice in 
state affairs , be ten times less than was 
^dged stiffifuent upon forming the coss*- 
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$ titution, it is evident, that great Btun* 
» bers of the rabble if^illthiift be introdueed 

> in ta the political system; and they, eyer 
t moving in the vortex of the great 5 will 
1 follow t^here greatness shaU direct In 
n such a state, therefbre, all that Uiemid^ 
» order has left, is to preserve the prero-f 
* gaUve and the privileges of theone pfin? 

> cipal governor wHh the fiiost ^cred 
i> circum^eotion: for he divides the power 
» of the rich , and calls off the great from 
1 falling with ten-fold weight on themiddls 
» order placed bei^ath them. The middiei 
» order may be oompared to a town of 

> which the opulent are forming the niege , 

> and which the governor from wl^ont ifl 
» hastening to relieve. While the besiegers 
» are in dread of an enemy over them, it 
» is but natural to offer the tovm»Enen (he 
» most specious terms, to flatter diem with 
» sounds, andai&use them withp^vileg6s: 
» but if they once defeat the governor from 
» behind, %he wails of thd town Vill be W 
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• a small defence to its^ inhabitants. What 

• they may thai expect , may be seen by 

• turning ear eyes to Holland ^ Genoa , or 

> Venice) where the laws govern the poor , 
1 and the rich govern the laws. I am then 
I for 5 and woiild die for monarchy , sacred 
i monarchy; for if there be any thing sacred 
» amongst men^ it must be the anohited 
i sovereign of his people , aiM every dimi- 
" nution of his power, in War or in peace , 

• is an infringement upon the real liberties 

• of the sublect. The soUnds of liberty » 

• patriotism t and Britons, have already 
i done much; it is to be hoped that the 
9 true sons of freedom wiU prevent their 
» ever doing more. I have known many of 

> those pretended champions for liberty in 
» niy time, jet do I not remember one that 

> pas not in his heart and in his family a 
» tyrant. » 

My warmth, I fi(Sund, had lengthened this 
harsm^e beyond the rules of good breed- 
ing: iiut the impatience of my entertainer, 
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^ho often strove to interrupt it 9 could be 
restrained no longer, c What! cried he^ 
» then I have been all this ^hiie enter- 
» taining a Jesuit in parson's cloaths; but^ 
» by ail the eoal-niines of ComwaU^ out 
» heshall pack, if myn^utnebe Wilkinson.* 
I now fmind I had gone too far^ and asked 
pardon for the warmth with which I had 
spoken. « Pardon ! returned he in a fiuy : I 
» think such principles demand ten thou- 
i> sand pardons. What! give up liberty , 
1 property, and, as the Gazetteer says, lie 
» down to be saddled with wooden shoes 1^ 
» Sir, I insist upon your marching out id 
» thishouse immediately, to prevent worse 
» consequences. Sir, I insist upon it. » I 
was going to repeat my remonstrances ; but 
just then we heard a footman's rap at the 
ddor, and the two ladies cried out : « Ai 
» sure as death, there is 01^ master and 
^ misteesscomehonoLe.v Itseeinsmyenter* 
tainer was all this while only the butler^ 
Who» in his master's absence, had a nufii 
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to ciit a figure, anci be for a while the 
gentleman himself; and, to say thetruth> 
be talked politics as well as most comitry 
gentlemen do. Birt nolhiAg eotdd now 
exceed^my confusion upon se^ng the genfle^ 
man and hist lady enter ; nor was their 
surprise, at findingsuch companoy and good 
cheer, less than ours, c Gentlemen, scried 
tfie real soeister of the house to me and my 
companion, « my wif# and I are your 
» most humble servants; but I protest this 
» H so unexpected a favour , that we afanbtt 
» sink under the obligation. » However 
unexpected our company mi^t be to 
them , theirs , I am sure , was still more 00 
to us; and I was struck dumb with the 
apprehensions of my own absurdity , when, 
tvhom should I liext see enter the room bvtf 
my deai* Miss Arabella Wilmol, who wad 
formerly designed to be married to my son 
George, hut whose match was broken off, 
as alreafdy related. As soon as she saw me, 
tte flew ta my arms with .the utmost |oy. 
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» My dear Sir, cried she, to what happf 
,». accident is it that yfe owe so unexpected 
» a visit? I am sure my uncle and aunt 
» will be in raptures vrhen they find thej 
» have got the good Dr. Primrose £t^ their 
y> guest. ]f> Upon hearing my |iame, the old 
gentleman and lady ye^ poUtdyst^tup , 
And welcomed me with most cordial hos- 
pitality. Nor could they ferbeftr smiling 
upon being informed of the nature oi my 
present visit : but the unfortunate butler ^ 
whmn they at first seemed disposed to torn 
away, was, at my intercession, forgiven. 
Mr. Arnold and his lady, to whom the 
house belonged, now insisted upon having 
tite pleasureof my stay for some days ; and as 
4heir niece, my charming pupil, whose 
mind, in some measare , had been formed 
undermy ovm instructions, joined in their 
entreaties, I complied. That night I was 
shewn to a magnificent chamber; and the 
next morning early. Miss WUmot desired 
to walk with me in the garden ^ which was 
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decorated in the modera manner. Aft^ 
some time spent in painting ^utthe^au*- 
ties of the place , she enquired , with seem- 
ing unconcern , when last I had heard 
from my son Oeorge. « Alsfe 1 Madann , <$vied 
» I, he has now been near thrfce years 
1 absent, without ever writing to his 
n friends or me. "Where he is, Ik^ownot; 
» perhaps I shall nevfer s^e hitai nor hap*- 
» piness more. No, my dear Madam, we 
» shall never more see such pleasing ho«ii^ 
» as were once spent by our fir^-sidfe' ^ 
> Wakefield. My IHtle family'are n^w dl|u 
» persing very fast , and poverty hclsbrougfat 
'» not only want, "but infamy upon us-^ » 
Ihe good-natured girl let fall a teeur at ikiu 
account; but as I saw her possessed of too 
much senfi^ility , I i&rbore a more minute 
detail of our sufferings. It was, however » 
some consolation to me to find that time 
had madimo alteration in her affections) 
and that she had rejected several matches 
that had bsen made her since our leaving 
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lier part of the oauntry. She led me round 
ali tlieext«ii8ive wproTementsof theplace, 
poiatiiig to the several walks andarboursy 
and at the same time catching from every 
obi^t a hint for some new question relative 
to my son. In this manner we spent the 
lorenooB, till the bell summoned us tp din* 
Qjer, where we found the naanager of the 
Mr^UIng company that I mentioned before^ 
wJhq was. come to dispose of tickets for the 



fF«ar Penit^9 ^ich was tcy^ acted that 
M^mm^f the ,part of Horatio¥y a young 
^nt^i^an ^ho ^ad never appeared on 
Qitiy $tage* He seemed to be very warm in 
the praise of the new performer , andaver- 
j*ed, that 6e never saw any who bid so 
fair for excellence. Acting, he obseryed, 
was. not learned in a day : chut this gentle* 
» man 9 continued he, ^eems born to tread 
» the stage* His voice, his figure, and atti- 
p ludes, are all admirable. We «Aught him 
» up accidentally in our |ourney down. > 
This account In iH)me tt\easure e^cit^^ 
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our curiosity; and, at the entreaty of the 
ladies y I w£^s prevailed* upon to accompany 
them to the play-house, which was no 
other than a barn. As the csotfipany with 
whicb I went was incontestably the chief 
of the place, we were received with the 
greatest respect , and placed in the front 
seat of the theatre, where we sat for some 
time with no small impatience to see Horatio 
make his appearance. The new performer 
advanced at last; and let parents think of 
toy sensations by their own , when I found 
it was my unfortunate son. He was going 
to begin, when, turning his eyes upon 
the audience, he perceived Miss Wlhnot 
and me, and stood at once speechless and 
immoveable. The actors behind the scene , 
who ascribed this pause to his natural 
timidity, attempted to encourage him; but 
instead of going on, he burst into a flood 
of tears, and retired off the stage. I don't 
Ijiow what were my feelings on this occa- 
sion; for they succeeded with too much 
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rapidity for description: but I was soon 
awaked from this disagreeable revery by 
Miss JITilmot 5 who, pale and with a trem- 
bling voices desired me to conduct her 
back to her uncle's. When got hom^, Mr. 
Arnold , who was as yet a stranger to our 
extr^rdinary behaviour, being informed 
that the new performer w^s my son, sent 
his coach, and an inritation , for him; and 
as he persisted in his refusal to appear again 
upon the stage, the players put another in 
his place , and we soon had him with us. 
Bir« Arnold gaye hina the kindest recep- 
tion , and I received him with my usual 
transport; for I could never counterfeit a 
false resentment. MissWilmot's reception 
was mixed with seeming neglect, and yet 
I. could perceive she acted a studied part. 
Jhe tumult in her mind seemed not yet 
abated; i^e said twenty giddy things that 
looked like }oy, and then laughed loud at 
her own want of meaning. At intervals she 
would take a sly peep at the glass, as if 
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happy in the conscionsness of unresisted 
beauty; and often would ask questions y 
without giving any manner of attention to 
the answers. 

C H A P. X X. 

The history of. a phiiosophic vagaiond, 
pursuing iiovelty > iut losing content, 

AvTEBwehad supped, Mrs. Arnold poli- 
tely offered to send a couple of her footmen 
for my son's baggage 9 which he at first 
seemed to decline ; but upon her pressing 
the request , he was obliged to inform her', 
ti»at a stick and a wallet were all the 
'"ioveable things upon this earth which he 
could boast of. «Why, aye, my son, cried 
^> you left me but poor, and^ poor I find 
you are come back; and yet I make no 
^oubt you have seen a great deal of the 
world.— Yes, Sir, replied my son; but 
Ravelling after Fortune is not the way to 
**<5tire her; and, indeed, of late, I hav» 
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desisted from the pursuit. — I fancy, Sir, 
cried Mrs. Arnold, that the account of your 
adventures M^ould be amusing : the first 
part of them I have often heard from my i 
niece ; but could the company prevail for 
the rest, it would be an additional obliga- 
tion. — Madam , replied my son , I proniise 
you the pleasure you have in hearing vrill 
not be half so great as my vanity in repeat- 
ing them; and yet in the whole narrative, 
I oan scarce promise you one adventure; 
as my account is rather of what I saw^ 
than what I did. The first misfortune of my 
life, which you all know, was great; but 
though it distressed, it could not sink me. 
No person ever had a better knack at hop* 
ing than I. The less kind I found Fortune 
at one time> the more I expected from her 
at another; and, being now at the bottom 
of her wheel, every new revolution might 
lift , but could not depress me. I proceeded, 
therefore, towards London in a fine mor- 
ning, no way uneasy about to^merrow. 
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but cheerful as the birds that carolled by 
tbe road ; and comforted myself with 
reflecting, that London was the mart where 
abilities of every kind were sure of meeting 
distinction and reward. 

«Upo» my arrival in town, Sir, my 
fifstcare wasto deliver younletter of recom- 
mendation to our cousin , who was himself 
in little better circimistances than I. My 
first scheme, you know, Sir, was to^e 
"sbcr at an academy^ and I asked his 
advice on the affair* Out cousin received 
^e proposal with a true Sardonic grin. 
Aye, cried he,>this is a pretty career, 
indeed, that hate been chalked out for you. 
J bate been once an usher at a board! ng- 
scbool myself; and may I die by an anodyne 
necklac*ff^t I had rather be an under- 
turnkey in Newgate. I was up early and 
^^te : I was brow-beat by ^l\e master , hated 
for my ugly face by the mistress, worried 
by the boys witliin , and never permitted 
to stir out to meet civility abroad. But are 
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you sure you are fit for a school? Let me 
examine you a little. Have you been bred 
apprentice to the business ? No. Then you 
won't do for a school. Can you dress the 
boys hair? No. Then you won't do for a 
school. Have you had the small-^ox? No. 
Th^n you won't do for a shool. Can y<m 
lie three in a bed? No. Then you will never 
do for a school. Have you got a good sto- 
mach? Yes. Then you will by no means do 
for a school. No, Sir : if you are for a genteel, 
easy profession , bind yourself seven vears 
as an apprentice to turn a cutler's vrneel; 
but avoid a school by any means. Yet come, 
con^tinued he , I see you are a lad of spirit 
and some learning;^ what do you think of 
commencfaig author, like me? You have 
read in books, no doubt, of men of genius 
starving at the trade : but, at present, 111 
shew you forty^ very dull fellows about 
town that live by it in opulence; all honest 
jog-trot men, who go on smoothly and 
:4ully, and write history and politics, 
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Jind are praised; men , Sir, who, had they 
\)een bred coblers, would all their lives 
have only mended shoes, bat never made 
them. 

• Finding that there was no great degree 
of gentility affixed to the character of an 
usher, I resolved to accept his proposal; 
and having the highest respect for litera- 
turiy TTailed the antiqtia mater of Grub- 
rtrcet with reverence. I thought it my glory 
to pursue a track which Dryden and Otway 
trod before me. I considered the goddess of 
this region as the parento^xcellence; and, 
however an intercourse with the world 
might give us good sense, the poverty sho 
granted I supposed to be the nurse of genius. 
Big With these reflections, I sat doMrn, and 
finding that the best things remained to 
be said on t]|e wrong side , I resolved to 
write a book that should be wholly new. 
I therefore dressed up three paradoxes with 
iome ingenuity. They were fadse, indeed^ 
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but they were new. The Jewels of truth 
have been so often imported by otbers# 
that nothingwasleftfor me to import, but 
some splendid things that at a distance 
looked every bit as weU. Witness, ye 
Powers, what fancied importance sate per- 
ched upon my quill whUel was virriting. 
The whole learned world, I made no doubt, 
would rise to oppose my systems ; bat then 
I w^sprepared to oppose the whole learned 
world. Like the porcupine, I sate self- 
coUected, with a quiU pointed against everf 
opposer. 0^ 

« —Well said, my boy? cried I ; and what 
subject did you treat upon ? I hope you did 
not passover the importance of monogamy • 
But I interrupt : gOi^on.^You published 
your paradoxes; well, and what did the 
learped world say to your paradoxes? 

« — Sir,repUcdmy son, the learned world 
skid nothing to my paradoxes, nothing at 
all. Sir. Every man of them was employed 
in praising his friends and himself, orcoii- 
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demning his enemies; and unfortunately 9 
as I had neither, I suffered the cruelllssi 
mortification , neglect. 

a As I was meditating one day in a co£Pee« 
house on the fate of my paradoxes, a little 
man happening to enlfr the room, placed 
himself* in the box before me, and after 
some preliminary discourse, finding me to 
beaschdlar, drew out a bundle of proposals, 
hedging me to subscribe to k new edition he 
was going to give the world of Propertius, 
with notes. This demaind necessarily pro-^ 
fluced a reply, that I had no money; and 
that concession led him to inquire into the 
nature of my expectations. Finding that my 
expectations were justasgreat as my purse, 
I see, cried he, you are unacquainted with 
the town. rU teach you a part of it. Look 
at these proposals; upon these very pro- 
posals I have subsisted very comfortably 
for twelve years. The moment a nobleman 
returns from his travels , a Creolian arrives 
from Jaoiaica; or a dowager from h^t 

8 
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cjountiy-seat^ I strike for a subscription. 1 
Ifaift besiege their hearts with flattery, and 
then pour in my proposals at the breach. 
If they subscribe readily the first time, I 
fenew my request to beg a dedication fee. 
If they letmehave Aat^ I smite them once 
ftiore for engraying their coat of arms at 
the top. Thus, continued he, 1 live by 
vahity, and laugh at it^ But, between our- 
selves, I am novr too well kndwn; I should 
be glad to borrow your face a bit : a noble- 
man of distitiction has just returned horn 
Italy : my face is familiar to his porter; but 
if you bring this copy of verses, my life for 
it you succeed ^ and we divide the spoil. 

« Eless us, George, cried I, and is this 
the employment of poets now? Do men of 
their exalted talents thus stoop to beggary? 
Can they so far disgrace their calling, as to 
ihake a vile traffic of praise for bread? 

« Ohno, Sir, returned he, a truepoet can 
never be so base; for wherever there is 
f euluft there is pride. The cieatures I now 
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describe are only beggars in thyme. The 
real poet, as he braves every hardship for 
fame , so is he equally a coward tp conr 
tempt; and none but those who are un- 
worthy protection, condescend to solicit it. 
« Having a mind t^ proud to stoop to 
such indignities, and yet a fortune too 
humble to hazard a second attempt for 
iame, I was now obUged to take a middle 
course, andVrite for bread. But I was un- 
qualified for a profession where mere in- 
dustry alone was to ensure success. I could 
not suppress my lurking passion for ap- 
plause; Imt usually consumed that time ia 
effortsaft^ excellence , which takes up but 
little room, when it should have been mora 
advantageously employed in the diffusive 
productions of fruitful meiUocrity. My little 
piece would therefore come forth in the 
midst of periodical publications, unnoticed 
and unknown. The public were more 
importantly employed, thav^ to <4>serve the 
taiy simplicity of my slyle > or the harmony 
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of my periods. Sheet after sheet was thrown 
off to oblivion. My essays were buried among 
the essays upon liberty, eastern tales, and 
cures ^<>J^^6 l>itc of a mad dog; while 
Philautos,Thilalethes , Phileleutheros, and 
Philanthropos, all wrote better, because 
they wrote faster than I. 

e Now, therefore, I began to associate 
with none but ^sappointed authors, like 
myself, who praised , deplored and despis- 
ed each other. The satisfaction we found 
in every celebrated writer's attempts, was 
inversely as their merits. I found that no 
genius in another could please me. My un- 
fortunate paradoxes had entirely dried up 
that source of comfort. I could neither read 
nor write with satisfaction ; for excellence 
in another was my aversion , and writing 
was my trade. 

« In the midst of^hese gloomy reflections , 
as I was one day sitting on a bench in St. 
James's park, a young gentleman of dis- 
tinction , who had been my intimate ACr 
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quaintance at the university , approached 
me. We saluted each other yiiih some hesi- 
tation : he aknost ashamed of being kiiown 
to one who made so shabby an appearance^ 
and I afraid of a repulse. But my suspicions 
soon vanished ; for Ned Thornhill was at 
the bottom a very good-natured fellow. 

What did you say , George ? interrupted 
I. Thornhill ! was not that his name? It can 
certainly be no other than my landlord. — 
Blessme , cried Mrs. Amold^is Mr. Thornhill 
so near a neighbour of yours? He has 
long been a friend in our family, and we 
expeqt a visit from him shortly. 

« My friend's first care, continued my 
son, was to alter my appearance by a very 
fine suit of his own clothes, and then I was 
admitted to his table upon the footing oi 
half friend, half underling. My busine^ 
was to attend him at a^ictions, to put him 
in spirits when he sat for his picture, to 
take the left hand in his chariot when not 
filled by another, and to assist at tattering 
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a kipf as the phrase was, when he had 
a mind for a frolick. Besides these ^ I had 
twenty other little employments in the 
&unily. I was to do many small things 
without bidding; to carry the corkscrew; 
to stand godfather to all the butler's child- 
ren ; to sing when I was bid ; to be never 
out of humour; always to be humble, and, 
if I could, to be very happy. 

« In this honourable post, however, I 
was not without a rival. A captain of ma- 
rines, who seemed formed for the plaee by 
nature, opposed me in my patron's affec- 
tions. His mother had been laundress to a 
man of quality, and thus he early acquired 
a taste for pimping and pedigree. As this 
gentleman made it the study of his life to 
be acquainted with lords, though he was 
dismissed from several for his stupidity, 
yet he found many of them who permitted 
his assiduities, being as dull as himself. As 
flattery was his trade, he practised it with 
the easiest address imaginable ; but it oamt 
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AuLward and stiff from me ; and as every 
day my patron's desire of flattery in creased^ 
.80, every liour, being better acquainted 
with his defects, I became more unwili-* 
ing to give it. Thus I was once more fairlj 
.going to give up the field to the captain , 
wl^^n my friend found occasion for my 
assistance^ This viras nothing less than to 
iight a duelfor him., with a gentleman whoso 
sister it was pretended he had usedJil. I 
readily complied with his request; and 
though I see you are displeased at my 
conduct, yet as it wa^ a debt indispensably 
due to friendship, I could not refuse. I un- 
dertook the affair, disarmed my antago- 
nist, and soon after had the pleasure of 
finding that the lady was only a woman of 
the town , and the fellow her bully and a 
sharper. This piece of service was repaid with 
the warmest professions of gratitude ; but 
as my friend was to leave town in a few days , 
he knew no other method to serve me , but 
hy recommending me to his uncle Sir 
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William Thornhill, and another noblem^ 
of great distinction, who enjoyed a post 
under the government. When he wasgone, 
my first care was to carry his recommen- 
datory letter to his uncle , a man whose 
character for every virtue was universal , 
yet just I was received by his servants with 
the most hospitable smiles; for the looks 
of the domestics ever transmit their mas- 
ter's benevolence. Being shewn into a grand 
apartment, where Sir William soon came 
to me , I delivered my message and letter, 
which he read; aiiil after pausing some 
minutes : Pray, Sir, cried he, inform me 
'What you have done for my kinsman, 
to deserve this warm recommendation? 
But I suppose. Sir, I guess your merits j 
you have fought for him ; and so you would 
expect a reward from me for being the in- 
strument of his vices. I wish, sincerely wish, 
that my present refusal may be some punidi- 
ment for your guilt ; but still more, that it 
may be some inducement to your rq>ent- 
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tiic€. — The severity of this rebuie I 
bore patiently 9 because I knew it was just. 
My whole expectations now, therefore, ky 
in my letter to the great nian. As the dooni 
of the nobility are almost ever beset with 
beggars, all ready to thrust in some sly 
petition, I found it no easy matter to gain 
admittance. However, after bribing the 
servants with half n^ worldly fortune, I 
was as last shewn into a spacious apart- 
ment, my letter being previously sent up 
for Ins Lordship^s inspection. During this 
anxious interval, I had full time to look 
round me. Every thing %ras grand , and of 
i>^py contrivance : the paintings, Ihefur^* 
niture , tbegildings , petrifiedme with awe, 
and raised my idea of the owner* Ah I 
thought I to myself, how yery great must 
the possessor of all these thii^ be, who 
e^rries in his I^eadthebusiness of the state, 
»nd whose house di^lays half the wealth 
of the kiqgdoip ! Sure hiji genius must be 
H^iatbpmable. During these awful reflec- 
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tionsy I heard a stq> come heavily forward. 
Ah! this is the great man himself! No, it 
"Vlte only a chambermaid. Another foot was 
heard soon after. This must be he! No, it 
was only the great man's vaietdc chambrc 
At last his Lordship actually made his ap- 
pearance. Are you, cried he, the bearer 
of this here letter? I answered with a bow. 
I learn by this , con|^ued ]^ , as bow that 
— But just at that instant a servant de- 
livered him a card, and without taking 
further notice, he went out of the room, 
and left me to digest my own happiness at 
leisure. I saw no more ofbim, till told by 
a &otman that his Lordship was going to his 
coach at the 4oor. Down I immediately 
followed, and joined my voice to that of 
three or four more, who came, like jne, 
to petition for favours. His Lordship, how* 
ever, went too fast for us, and was gain- 
ing his chariot door with large strides, when 
I hallooed out to know if I was to have 
any reply. He was by this ^e got in a and 
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muttered an. answer, half of which I only 
heard 9 the other half was lost in the rat* 
tHng of his chariot-wheels. I stood for some 
time with my neck stretched out , in the 
posture of one that was listening to catch 
the glorious sounds, till, looking roiind 
me, I found myself alone at his Lordship^a 
gate. 

' « My patience, continued my som, wat 
now quite exhausted : stung with the thou** 
sand indignities I had met with , I was will- 
ing to cast myself away , and only wanted 
the gulphto receive me. I regarded myself 
as one of those vile things that nature 
deigned shotild be thrown by into hei^ 
lomber-room, there to perish in obscurity. 
I had still, however, half a guinea left, 
and of that I thou^t Fortune herself should 
not deprive me : but , in order to be sure 
of this, I was resolved to go instantly and 
spend it while I had it, and then trust to 
occurrences for the rest. As I was going 
^ongwith this resolution , itbappened that 
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Mr. Grispe's ofEice s^med inyitingly open 
to give me a welcome reception. In this 
office Mr. Crispe kindly offers all his Ma-> 
Jesty's subjects a generous promise of 5o 1. 
a year, for which promise all they give in 
retiBti is their tiberty for life > and permis^ 
non to let him transport them to America 
as slaves. I was happy at finding a place 
irtiere I could lose my fears in desperation , 
and entered this ceU, for it had the af^ar- 
ance of one with the devotion of a monas^ 
tic. Here I found a number of poor crea* 
tnres, all in cireumstanees tike myself, ex- 
pecting die arrival of Mr. Grispe f present-* 
ing a true epitome of English impatieuce. 
Es^h untractable soul at variance with 
Fortune wreaked her injuries on their 
own hearts : but Mr. Criqpe at last came 
down 5 and all <mr n^urmurs were hushed. 
fie d^gned to regard me ;with an air of 
peculiar approbi^on, and indeed he was 
the first man who for a month past had 
talked to me with smiles. A£ktr afew quea 
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tion$ 9 he found I was fit for every thing in 
the worlds He paused a while upon the 
properest means of providing for me^ and 
slapping his forehead, as if he had found 
it, assured me, that there was at that tima 
an embassy talked of from the synod of 
Pennsylvania to the Chickasaw Indians ^ 
and that he would use his interest to gel 
me made seoretary. I knew in my own heart 
that the fellow lied, and yet his promise 
gave me pleasure , there was something so 
magnificent in the sound. I fairly, there<^ 
fore, divided my half guinea, one half of 
which went to be added to his thirty thou* 
sand pounds, and with the other half Z 
resolved to go to the next tavern , to be thert 
more happy than he. 

c As I was going out with that resolution ^ 
I was met at the door by the captain ef a 
Aip , with whom I had formerly some little 
acquaintance, and he agreed to be my 
companion over a bowl of punch. As I never 
dUose to make asecret of my ciremostances^ 
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he asiBiired me that I was upon the reiy 

point of ruin, in listening to the office- 

ke^ier's promises; for thathe only designed 

to sell me to the plantations. But y continued 

be, I fancy you might, hy a much shorter 

Voyage, be very easily put into a genteel 

way of bread. Take my advice. My ship 

•ails to-morrow for Amsterdam; what if 

you go in her as a passenger? The moment 

you land, all you hav^ to do is to teach the 

Dutebmen English , and I'll warrant youH 

)get pupils and money enough. I suppose 

you understand English, added he, by this 

time, or the deuce, is in it. I confidently as* 

smed him of that; but expressed a doubt 

whether the Dutch would be willing to 

learn English. He affirmed with an oath 

that they w^re fond of it to distraction; and 

yjpen that affirmation I agreed with his 

propoisal, and embarked the next day to 

teach the Dutch English in Holland. The 

wind was fair , our voyage short ; and after . 

having paid my passage with h^ my mo- 
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Teables , I found myself fallen as from the 
skies 9 a stranger in one of the principal 
streets of Amsterdam In this situation I was 
vm\dlling; to let any time pass unemployed 
in teaching; I addressed myself therefore 
to two or three of those I met , whose ap- 
pearance seemed most promising; but it 
was impossible to make ourselves mutually 
understood. It was not till this very moment 
I recollected, that, in order to teach Dutch- 
men English , it was necessary that they 
should first teach me Dutch. How I caime 
fo overlook so obvious an objection , is to 
me amazing; but certain it is I overlook- 
ed it. 

« This scheme thus blown up , 1 had some 
thoughts of fairly shipping back to JIngland 
again; but happening into company with 
an Irish student, who was returning from 
Louvain, oiir conversation turned upon 
topics of literature, (for by the way it may 
be observed, that I always forgot the meaij- 
iiess of my circumstances when I coul4 



Digitized by Google 



s68 THE VICAR 

convene upon such subjects ) from him I 
learned that there were not two men in his 
whole university who understood Greek. 
This amazed me. I instantly resolved to 
travel to Louvain, and Ihere live by teach- 
ing Greek ; and in this design I was heart- 
ened by my brother student ^ who threw 
out some hints that a fortune might be got 
by it. 

« I set boldly forward the next morning. 
Every day lessened the burden of my mo- 
veables, likeiBsop and his basket of bread; 
fori paid them for my lodgings to the Dutch 
as I travelled on. Y^hen I came to Louvain, 
I was resolved not to go sneaking to the 
tower professors; but openly tendered rof 
talents to the Principal himself. I wentf 
had admittance , and offeredhim my service 
as a master of the Greek language, which 
I had been told was a desideratum in this 
university. The Principal seemed at first 
to doubt of my abilities; but of these I 
offered to convince him , by turning a part 
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of any Greek author he should fixuponinto 
Latin. Finding me perfectly earnest in nny 
proposal , he addressed^ me thus : You see 
me 9 young man; I never learned Greek 9 
and I don't find that I have ever missed it., 
I have had a doctor's cap and gown without 
Greek ; I have ten thousand florins a year 
without Greek; I eat heartily without Greek; 
and in short, continued he, as I don't 
know Greek, I do not believe there is any 
good in it. 

K I was now too far from home to think 
of returning : so I resolved to go forward. I 
had some knowledge .of music, with a 
tolerable voice. I now turned what was 
once my amusenaent into present means 
of subsistence. I passedamong the harmless 
peasants of Flanders , and among such of 
Uie French as were popr enough to be 
very merry; for I ever found them sprightly 
in proportion to their wants. Whenever I 
approached a peasant's house towards 
night-fall, I played o^e of my noiost merry 
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lanes , and that procured me not only a 
lodging, but subsistence for the next day. 
I once or twice attempted to play for people 
of fashion; butt hey always thought my 
performance odious, and never rewarded 
me even wilh a trifle. This was to me the 
more extraordinary v as whenever I used 
in better days to play for company, when 
playing was my amusement, my music 
never ^iled to throw them into raptures, 
and the ladies especially; but as it was now 
my only means, it was received with con- 
tempt : a proof how ready the world is 
to underrate iJiose talents which a man 
Kyesby. 

« In this manner I proceeded to Paris, 
with no design but just to look about me, 
and then to go forward. The people of Paris 
are much fonder of strangers that hav« 
money, than of those that have wit. You 
may imagine then , as I cduld not boast 
I ; much ot either , that I was no great favoor- 
I ite. .After walking abotit tk% lown four or 
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five days 9 and seeing the outsides of the 
best houses 9 1 was preparing to leave this 
retreat of venal hospitality , when passing 
through one of the principal streets , whom 
shoald I meet but our cousin, to whom 
you first recommended me! This meeting 
was very agreeable to ma, and I believe 
not displeasing to him. He inquired into 
the nature of my journey to Paris, and in* 
formed me of his own business there , which 
was to collect pictures, medals, intaglios, 
and antiques of all kinds, for a gentleman 
in London , who had just stept into taste 
and alargefortune.1 was the more surprised 
at seeing our cousin pitched upon for this 
office, as he himself had often assured me 
he knew nothing of the matter. Upon my 
asking how ke had been taught the art of 
^ c&nnoscento so very suddenly, he as- 
sured me that nothing was more easy. The 
whole secret consisted in a strict adherence 
to two rules : the one, nlways to observe 
that the picture mi^ht have been belter if 
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the painter had taken more pains; and the 
other, to praise the works of Pietro Peru- 
gino. But, says he 9 as I once taught you 
how to be an author in London , I'll noir 
undertake to instruct you in the art of pic- 
ture-buying at Paris. 

ttl^ith this proposal Ivery readUy closed, 
as it was a living; apd now all my ambi- 
tion was to live^ I went therefore to his 
lodgings, improved my dress by his assis- 
tance , and y, after some time , accompanied 
him to auctions of pictures, where the£n« 
glish gentry were expected to be purchasers. 
I was not a little surprised at his intimacy 
with people of the best fiaLshion, who refer- 
red themselves to his judgment upon every 
picture or medal, as to an unerring stand- 
ard of taste. He made very good use of my 
assistance upon these occasions; for wh^n 
asked his opinion, he would ^avely take 
me aside , and ask mine , shrug , look wise » 
return, and assure the company, that he 
could give no opinion upon an afiair of so 
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mudi importance. Yet there was sometimes 
an occasion for a more supported assurance. 
I remember to have seen him , after giving 
his opinion that the colouring of a picture 
was not mellow enough , very deliberately 
take a brush with brown varnish that was 
Accidentally lying by, and rub it over the 
piece with great composure before all the 
company, and then ask if he had not im* 
proved the tints. 

c When he had finished his commission 
in Paris, he left me strongly recommended 
to several men of distinction , as a person 
very proper for a travelling tutor; and after 
some time I was employed in that capacity 
by a gentleman who brought his ward to 
Paris, in order to set him forward on his 
tour through Europe. I was to be the young 
gentleman's governor, but with a proviso 
that he should alwaysbe permitted to goven^ 
himself. My pupil in fact understood the 
art of guiding in money concerns much 
better than I. He was heir to a fortune of 
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about two hundred thousand pounds » i^ 
him by an uncle in the West-Indies ; and 
bis guardians 9 to qualify him for themana* 
gement of it, had bound him apprentice td 
an attorney. Thus avarice was his prevail- 
ing passion : all his questions on the road 
were, how much money might be saved ; 
which was the least expensive com*se of tra- 
vel ; whether any thing could be bought thai 
would turn to account when disposed oi 
again in London. Such curiosities on the 
way as could be seen for nothing, he was 
ready enough to look at ; but if the sight oi 
them was to be paid for, he usually asserted 
that he had been told they were not worth 
seeing. He never paid a bill , that he would 
not observe, how amazingly expensive tra- 
velling was; and all this though he was not 
yet come to the age. of twenty rone. When 
arrived at Leghorn, as we took a walk to 
look at the port and shipping, he inquired 
the expence of the passage by sea home to 
England. This he was infornied was but a 
trifle , compared to his returning by land ; 
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he was therefore unahle to withst^^d the 
temptation ; so paying me the small part 
of niy salary that/was then due, he took 
leave, and embarJLed with only one atten* 
dant for London. 

ct I now therefore was left once more 
upon the world at large; but then it was 
a thing I was used to. However, my skiH 
in music could avail me nothing in a 
country where every peasant was a better 
musician than I ; but by this time I had 
acquired another talent , wliieh answered 
my purpose as well, and this was a skill in 
disputation. In all the foreign universities 
and convents , there are upon certain days 
philosophical theses maintained against 
every adventitious disputant, for which , if 
the champion opposes with any dexterity, 
he can claim a gratuity in money , a dinner, 
and a bed for one night. In this manner, 
tfierefore , I fought my way towards En*- 
gland, walked afong from {^ity to city, 
examined mankind more nearly, and, if 
I may so express it, saw both sides of the 
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picture. My remarks, however, werefew^ 
I found that monarchy was the best govera-: 
meat iot the poor to live in , and commoii* 
wealdis for. the rich- I found that riches ^ 
in general, were in every country another 
name £»r freedom ; and that no man is so 
fend of liberty himself, as not to be desirous 
of subjecting the will of some individual* 
in society to his own. 

« Upon my arrival in England, I resolved 
to pay my respects first to you f and then, 
to enlist as a volunteer in the first expe* 
dition that was sent out; but, on my Jour- 
ney down, my resolutions were changed by 
meeting an old acquaintance, who I found 
belonged to a company of comedians that 
were going to make a simmier campaign 
in the country. The con^iaiiy seemed not 
much to disapprove of me for an associate* 
They all, however, ap^ized me of the 
importance of the tadL at which I aimed;, 
that the public w^s*a many -headed 
monster, and that only such as hadvecy 
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goo4 heads could please it ; that acting was 
not to be learnt in a day ; and that , without 
some traditional shrugs , which had been 
on the stage, and only on Ae stage, these 
hundred years , I could never pretend to 
please. The next difBculty was in fitting me 
with parts, as almost every character was 
in keeping. I was driven, for some time, 
frofnone character to another, till at last 
Horatio was fixed upon, which th« pre- 
sence of the present company has happily 
hindered me from acting. » 

CHAP. XXI. 
The thott continuance of friendship 
amongst the vicious , which is coeval 
oniy with muUtat satisfaction. 

JyiT fon^s account was too long ta be 
delivered at once; the first part of it was 
begun that night, and he was concluding 
Ae rest after dinner the next day, wh^, 
the appearance of Kr. Thornhill*s equipage 
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at the door seemed to make a pause in the 
general satisfaction. The butler, who wa» 
now become iriy friend in the family, in- 
formed me wim a whisper, that the Squire 
had already made some oyertures to Miss 
Wilmot, and that her aunt and uncle 
seemed highly to approve the match. Upon 
Mr. ThomhiU's enteritig, he seemed, at 
seeing my son and me, to start back; but 
I readily imputed that to surprise, and not 
displeasure. However, upon our advancing 
to salute him, he returned oiw greeting 
with the most apparent candour; and after 
a short time, his presence seemed only to 
increase the general good humour. 

After te^ he called me aside, to inquire 
after my daughter; but upon my informing 
him that my inquiry was unsuccessful, he 
teemed greatly suiprised; adding, that he 
had been since frequently at my house, in 
order tocomforttherestofmyfamily, whom 
Ire left perfectly well. He then asked if I 
had communicated her misfortune to Miss 
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WOmot, or my son; and upon my rjCply- 
ing that I had not told them as yet, he 
greatly approved my prudence and pre- 
caution , desiring me by all means to keep 
it a secret. For at best, cried he, it is but 
divulging one's own infamy; and perhaps 
Miss Livy may not be so guilty as we all 
imagine. "We were here interrupted by a 
servant, who came to ask the Squire in , 
to stand up at country-dances; so that he 
left me quite pleased with the interest he 
seemed to take in my concerns. His ad- 
dresses, however, to Miss Wilmot, were too 
obvious to be mistaken ; and yet she seemed 
not perfectly pleased , but bore them rather 
in compliance to the will of her aunt, than 
from teal inclination. I had even the satis- 
faction to see her lavish some kind looks 
upon my unfortunate son, which the other 
couM neither extort by his fortune ^or 
assiduity. Mr. ThomhiU^s seeming com-* 
posure , however , not a littie surprised me: 
we bad now continued here a week^ at the 
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pressiiig instances of Mr. Amqld; but each 
day the more tenderness Miss Wilmot 
shewed my son , Mr. Thombill^s friendship ' 
seemed proportionably to increit^ for him. 
He had formerly made us the most kind 
assurances of using his interest to serve the 
family; but now his generosity was not 
confined to promises alone : the morning I 
designed for my departure, Mr. Thornhill 
eame to me with looks of real pleasure to 
inform me of a piece of service he had done 
for his friend George. This was nothing less 
than his having procured him an ^sign's 
^nomission in one of the regiments that 
was going to the West-Indies, for which he 
had promised but one hundred pounds, 
his interest having been su0icient to get an 
abatement of the other two. f As for this trifl- 
» ing piece of service;, continued the young 
» gentleman, I desire no other reward but 
» tbe pleasure of having served my friend; 
» and as for the hundred pounds to be paid, 
» if you are unable to rfti«« it yourselves* I 
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» will advance it^ and you shall repay me at 
• your leisure. » This was afavour we wanted 
words to express our sense of: I readily 
therefore gave my bond for the moneys 
and testified as much gratitude as if I never 
intended to pay. 

George was to depart for town the next 
day to secure his conomdission , in pursue 
^ance of his generous patron's directions, 
who judged it highly expedient to use 
dispatch, lest in the mean time another 
should step* in with more advantageous 
propoMs. The next morning, therefore^ 
our young soldier was early prepared for 
his departure , and seemed the only person 
among us that was not afiected by it. Nei* 
ther the &tiguesand dangers he was going 
to encounter , nor the friends ^d mistress, 
for Miss Wilmot actually loved him, he 
was leaving behind , any way dam|>ed his 
spirits. After he had taken leave of the 
company, I gave him all I had, my bless- 
ing. « And now, my boy, oiied I , thou art 
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« gp»uig to fight for thy country ; remember 
» how thy brave grandfather fought for his 
» sacred king , when loyalty among Britons 
» was a virtue. Go, my boy, and imitate 
9 him in all but his misfortunes, if it was 
» a misfortune to die with Lord Falkland. 
» Go, my boy, and if you fall, though 
» distant, exposed, apd unwept by those 
» that love you, the most precious tears 
» are those with which heaven bedews die 
» Unburied head of a soldier. » 

The next morning I took leave of the 
good family , that had been kind enough to 
entertain me so long, not without several 
expressions of gratitude tQ Mr. Thornhill 
for his late bounty. I left them in (he enjoy* 
ment of all that happiness which affluence 
and good-breeding procure , and returned 
towards home , despairing of ever finding 
my daughter more, but sending a sigh to 
heaven to spare and forgive her. I was now 
come within about twenty miles of home, 
having hired a horse to parry me, as J was 
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yet but weaJL, and comforted myself witk 
the hopes of soon seeing all J held dearer 
upon earth. But the night coming on $ I 
put up at a little public-house by the road- 
side, and asked for the landlord' s company 
orer a pint of ^wine. We sat beside hif 
kitchen-fire 9 which was the best room in 
the house, and chatted on politics and 
the news of the country. We happened , 
among other topics, to talk of young 
Squire Xhornhill, who^ the host assured 
me, was hated as much as an uncle of his, 
Mfho sometimes came down to the country, 
was loved. He went on to observe, that he 
made it his whole study to betray the 
daughters of such as received him to their 
bouses; and after afortnight or three weeks 
possession , he turned them out unrewarded 
and abandoned to the world. As we con^ 
tinued our discourse in this manner, his 
wi£9, who had b^|Q out to get change » 
returned, and perceiving that her husband 
was en)oying a pleasure in which she waii 
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not a sharer 5 she asked hhn, in an angrf 
tone, what he did there; to which he ontf i 
replied In an ironical way, by drinking har 
health. « Mr. Symonds, cried she, you ase 
» me very ill, and I'll bear it no longer. Here 
«» three parts of the business is left for me to 
» do „ and the fourth left unfinished, while 
» you do nothing but soak with the guests 
>» all day long, whereas if a spoonful of 
» liquorweretocuremeofafever,! never 
» touch a drop. » I now found what she 
would be at , and immediately poured her 
out a glass, which she received with a cour- 
tesy, and drinking towards my good health. 
« Sir, resumed she^ it is not so much for the 
9 value of the liquor I am angry , but one 
» cannot help it when the house isgoing out 
» ofthe windows. If the customers or guests 
» are to be dunned , all the burden lies upon 
» my back , he'd as lief eat that glass as 
» budge after them hftnself. There , now 
» above stairs, we have a young woman who 
» has come to take up her lodgings here^ 
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!» and I doBH believe she has got any money 
B hy her over-eivility. I am certain she is 
» very slow of payment , and I wish she were 
1 pat In mind of it.— What signifies mind- 
» ing her ? cried the host ; if she be slow, she 

> is sure. — I don't know that, replied- 
i Ike wife; but I know that I am sure she 
I has been here a fortnight, and we have 

> Bot yet seen the cross of her money. — I 

> sappose, my dear, cried he, we shall have 
I it all in a lump. — In a lump ! cried the 
» other, I hope we may get it any way; and 

> diat I am resolved we will this very nig^t^ 

> or oat she tramps, bag and baggage. — . 
» Consider, my dear, cried the husband, 
t dels a gentlewoman, and deserves more 
» respect.— As for the matter of that, return- 
» edthe hostess, gentle or simple, out she 
» shaB pack with a sassararOTentry may be, 
t good tbingswhere they take ; but for my 
bi part I never saw much good of them at 
» the sign of the Har row. »— Thus saying, she 
Ian up a narrow flight of stairs that wept 
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from the ktU^en to a W)om over-head, and 
I soon perceived by the loac^ess of her 
voice;, and the bitterness of her reproaches, 
that no money was to be had from her 
lodger. I could hear the remonstrances very 
distinctly : « Out, I say , pack out this mo- 
» ment! tramp, thou infamous strumpet, 
» or 111 give thee a mark thou won'thc the 
» better for these three months. What I you 
» trumpery , to come and take up an honest 
» h^use, without cross or coin to bless your- 
» self with ! come along , I say. -- O dear 
^ Madam, cried the stranger, pity me $ pity 
» a poor abandoned creature for one ni^t, 
» and death will soon do the rest. » — I in- 
stantly knew the voice of my poor ruined 
child , Olivia. I flew to her rescue, while the 
woman was dragging her along by the hair, 
and I caught the dear forlorn wretch in my 
sd*ms.-- « Welcome, any way w^ome , my 
» dearest lost one, my treasure, toyour poor 
» old father's bosom. Though the victousi 
» Ibrsake thee, Uiere if yetoneia theworid 
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t that will never forsake thee; Aooghdiou 
1 tiadstten tibousand crimes to answer ibr^ 
a he will forget them all. -^O my own dear 
-^for tnimitejs shecould say nomore^ — « my 
« own dearest good papa ! Gould angels be 
T> kinder ! How do I deserve so much I The 
1 villain ., I hate him and myself, to he a 

• reproach to such goodness. YoucanHfor- 
• » give me; I know you cannot. — Yes, my 

> dhUd, from my heart I do forgive thee I 

• Only repent ; and we both shall yet be 

> happy. We shall see many ]pleasant days 
» yet, my Olivia. — Ah! never, Sir, never* 
» The rest of my wretched life must be infa- 
t my abroad, and ^ame at home. But , 
» alas! papa, you look much paler than 
» you used to do. Gould such a thing as I am 
« give you so much uneasiness? Sure you 
1 have too much wisdom to take themise* 
» ries of my guilt upon yourself. — Our 
» Wisdom, young woman \ replied I. — Ah, 
» why so cold a name , papa ? cried she. 

• This is the first time you ever called m« 
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» bysoeold auauo^. — I ask pardon, my 
D daiiing, returned I; but I was going to 
» observe , that wisdom makes but a slow 
» defence against troul^e, though at last a 
» sure one. » 

The landlady now returned to know 'd 
we did not chuse a more genteel 2q[>artm^t ; 
to which assenting 9 we were shewn a room 
where we could . converse more freely. 
After we had tsdked ourselves into sopiQ 
degree of tranquillily, I coutd not avoid 
desiring some account of the gradatioof 
that led to her present wretched situation, 
tt That villain , Sir, said she, from the first 
» days of our meeting, made .me honour- 
» able, though private, proposals. » 

« Villain indeed, cried I ; and yet it in, 
» some measure surprisesme,howa person 
» of Mr. Burchell's good sense and seeming 
» honour could be guilty of such deliberate 
» baseness, and thus step into a fsuautj to 
A undo it. » 

« Wydear papa, returned my daughter. 



Digitized by Google 



OF WA&SFIiLt). %S^ 

» ymi labour under a strange mistake; Mr. 

> Burchell never attempted to deceive me. 
» Instead of that 9 he tool every opportunity 
» rf privately admonishing me against the* 

> artifices of Mr. ThomhiU, v^ho, I now 

> find I wag even worse than he repre- 
» sented him. — Mr. Thornhiil I interrupt- 
» ed I, can ii he? — Yes, Sir, returned she, 
» it was Mr. Thomhill whb seduced me, 

> who employed the two ladies, as he call- 
» edtfaem, but who, iri fact, were aban- 
» doned ^^men of the town , without breed- 

> ingor pity, to decoy us up to London. 
• Their artifices, you may remember, 
» Ironld have certainly succeeded , but for 
» Mr. Burcheirs letter, who directed those 
» r^roaches at them, which we all applied 
» to ourselves. How he came to have so 
■ mudti influence as to defeat their inten- 

> tions, still remains a secret to me; but 
» I am convinced he was ever our warm- 
» est, sincerest friend, n 

« You amaze me, my dear, cried I; 

9- 
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but saw I find my first suspicions of 
Mr. Thornhill's baseness were too well 
grounded : but he can triumph in secu- 
rity; £6r is he rich, and we are poor. But 
tell me^ my child, sure it was no small 
temptation that could thus obliterate all 
the impresi^ions of such an education , 
and so Yirtuous a disposition as thine, i 
€ Indeed; Sis, replied she, he 6wes all 
his triumph to the desire I had of mak- 
ing him, and not myself, happy. I knew 
that the ceremony of our BKurriage, 
which was privately performed by a 
popish priest, was no way binding, and 
that I had nothing to trust to but his 
honour. — "What, intern;q[^ted I , and 
were you indeed married by a priest, and 
in orders? — Indeed, Sir, we were, re- 
plied she, though we were both sworn 
to conceal his name. — Why then, my 
child, come to raiy arms; again, and now 
» you arc a thousand time^ more welcome 
» than before; for you are his wife to. all 
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iateiite and [mioses; nor dan .all the 
laws of man , thoi^ jwriict^ afioii italiles 
of adamant, lessen the fbcce of that 
iacsred connexion. ». 
« Alas! papa 9 replied she, you are hult 
Kttle acquainted wUh.htSTiUainies'dlie 
has been married already , 1^ the same 
priest , to six or eig^ wives more , whom, 
like me 9 he has deceived and aban-- 
donedt » , 

«Has he sol qrled I9 th^n we must* 
han§ the priest, and you ^aU infoiim 
agamst film tc^-morrow^ —But, Sir, re- f 
turned she, will that be rights when I 
am swom to secrecy? — My dear, I 
replied, if you have made such a pro- 
mise^ I capnot, nor will I tempt yOu to 
Inreak it. i^v^n though it may benefit the 
{lublic, you must not infojrm against 
him* In a^ human institutions, a smaller, 
eyil is aUowed to procure a greater good; 
as, in poHtif^s, ] a province: may be. 
-• given away to secure a l^ngdomi in me- 
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» dicine, a limb may be loploif to preserve 
» the body; bat in t^ligion^ the law is 
» written 5 and inflexible ^ nep^ Id do 
» evO. And this law , my child $ is ri^^: 
n.for otherwise 9 if we commit a smaller 
)» evil to procore a > greater good $ certain 
» guHt would be thus ineurred^ iil expec- 
> tation of contingent advanl^ge. And 
» though die advantage should certainly 
» follow , yet the interval between com- 
» mission and advemtage , which is aHow- 
)> ed ^o be guilty, may he that in whicii 
» we are caBed away to answifr I6r tike^ 
% things we have done, and the volume of 
» human acticms is closed for ever. But I 
» intenupt you 9 m^y dear : go on. » 

« The very next morning, continued 
» she, I found what little expectation I was 
» to have from his sincerity. That very 
)» morning he introduced me to two un- 
9 happy womaa more, whotn, Hke me , 
» he had deceived , but who lived in con- 
» tented prostitution. I loved him too te»- 
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3 d^dy ta bear 9uch rivais in his aiiections^ 

> and strove to forget my infamy in a 
» tmault of pleasuret. Witii this view 9 I 
» danced, dressed, and talked; but still 
» was unhappy. The.gentleoien who visit- 
1 ed there told me every mtoment of the 

> powerof myoharms^ and thiS' only oon- 
» tHhuted to. increasie'my mdanbholy , as I 

• had thrown all their power quite ai/vay. 

• Thus each day I grew moi^ paoisive) and 
■9 be more insolent, till at li»t the liumster 
» bad ibe assuraiiee to offier me to a young 
» baronefeof bis acquaintance. NeM Ides- 
» Qrib^, Sir, how bis ingrsttitude stung 

> me. My. etns^er to this proposal was al- 
» tnost madnei8« I desired to part* As I 
» was going, he offered me al purse; but I 
» flung it at htm vkrith indignation, and 
» burst from him in a rage ihat for a while 
» kept me itisensibie oi the miseries of my 
» situation. But I soon looked round me, 
» and saw myself a vile, abject, guilty 
» thing, without one friend in the world 
? to apply to. • 
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» Ju^ in thai interval 9 a stage-coach 
» happening to pass by, I took a place j it 
» beiog my only aim to be driv^i at a 
» distance from a wrelch I despised and 
» detested. I was set down here, where, 
» since my arrival, my own anxiety, and 
» this woman's unlindness, have been 
« my only companions. The hours of 
» pleasure that I have passed with my 
» manuna-and sister , now grow painful to 
» me« Thdr sorrows are much , but mine 
> are grefater than theirs; for mine are 
# jauxed with guilt and infamy.- » 

c Have patience , my child^ cried I, and 
» I hope things will yet be better. Take 
» scmier^ose to-night, and to-morrow 1*11 
» carry you home to your mother and the 
» rest of the family, from whom you will 
n receive a kind reeeption. Poor woman! 
» this Jias gone to her heart : but she loves 
» you stUl, Olivia, and will forget it t 
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' CHAP. XXIt 

Offtneu (Mre eanty pm'doned where ther6 
is iove at bottomi 

X HE next mornii)^ I took my daughter 
behind me^ and set out on my return 
borne. As we travelled along 9 I strove ,1 
by every persuasion y to calm her sorrows 
and fears > and to arm her with resolution 
to bear the presence of her offended mo-^ 
ther. I took every opportunity , from*thq 
prospect of a fine country 9 through w^ich 
wepassed, to observe how much kin^r 
heaven was to us than we to each other ^ 
and that the misfortunes of nature's maL- 
hig were but very few. I assured her, that 
the should never perceive any change in 
my affections; and that during my life^ 
which yet]piig\)tbe long, she might depend 
upon a guardian and an instructor, I 
armed her against the censures of the 
wortd, shewed her that books were sweet 
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unreproaching companions to the miser- 
able, and that, if they could not bringiu 
to enjoy life, they would at least teach us 
to endure it. 

The hired horse that we rode, was to 
be put up that night a%an inn by the way, 
iirithin about five miles from my house; 
and as I Was willing to prepare my family 
for my daughter's reception, I determined 
to leave her that night at the inn, aod 
to return for her, accompanied by my 
daughter Sophia , early the next morning. 
It was night before we reached our^P* 
pointed stage : however, after seeing hct 
provided with d decent apai^tmetit , and 
having ordered the hostess to prepare proper 
refreshments, I kissed her, and proceeded 
towards hbme. And now my heart caught 
new sensations of pleasure , the nearer I 
approached that peaceful mansion. Asa 
bird that had been frighted from its n^, 
iny affections dutwent my haste, and 
hovered round my little fire-side, with aH 
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the rapture of expectation.^! called up the 
many fond things I had to say, and anti- 
cipated the welcome I was to receive. { 
already felt my wife's tender embrace, and 
smiled at the joy of my little ones. As I 
walked but slowly, th^ night wained 
apace. The labourers of the day woye all 
retired to rest; the lights were out in every 
cottage ; no sounds were heard but of th^ 
shrilling cock, and the d^p- mouthed 
watch-dog, at hollow diitanceTl approach- 
ed my abode of pleasure, and before I was 
within a furlong of the place, our honest 
mastiff came running to welcome me. 

It was now near midnight that I came 
to knock at my door i all was still and 
sifent; my heart dilated with unutterable 
happiness, when, to my amazement, I 
saw the house bursting out in a blaze of 
fire, and every aperture red with con- 
flagration ! I gave a loud convulsive out- 
cry, and fell upon the pavement insen- 
sible. This alarmed my son, who bad till 
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this been asle<^; and he^ perceiving the 
flames, instantly vraLed my wife and 
daughter , and all running out, ndked, 
and wild with apprehension, recalled me 
to life with their anguish. But it was6nly 
to objects of new terror; for the flames 
bad, by this time, caught the roof of 
our dwelling, p4rt after part continuing 
to fall in, while the family stood, with 
silent agon|^ looking on , as ff they enjoy- 
ed the blaze. I gazed upon them and Upon 
it by turns, and then looked round me ht 
my two little ones; but they vtere not to 
be seen. « O misery ! where, cried *I, 
» where are my little ones? •*- They arc 
» burnt to death in the flames, says ipy 
» wife calmly, and I will die ^ith them. » 
That momrent I heard the a? of the 
babes within , who Mrere just awaked by 
tlie fire ; and nothing could halve stopped 
me. « Where , where are my children ?r 
cried I , rushing through the 'flames, 
and bursting the door of the chamber 
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in which they wer^ confined, a Where 
are my little ones? » 

c Here , dear papa ! here we are t » cried 
|h^ together, while the flames were just 
catching the hed where they lay. I caught 
them both in my arMs, and snatchcld 
them through the fire as fast a^pptsible, 
while 9 )ust as I was got out^ the rodf 
«unk in. «t Now 9 cried I, holding tip niy 
» children 9 now let the flame's bum dn^, 

• and all my possessions perish. Heire 
» they are , I have saved my treasure* 

• Here, my dearest , here aire our treasures, 
» and we shall yet be happy. 1^ 'We kissefd 
our little darlings a thousand timeis; they 
clasped usrotihd die neck, and seethed to 
»hare oiu* trahspoHs, while tbiir mdthet 
laughed ahd wept by turns. 

I now steod a calm spectator of th6 
flames, and, after some time if begun lb 
perceive that my drm to the shoijdder M^A^ 
scorched in a terrible manncfr; It Wdft 
4hcrefore oiit of my po^er to give my ^i^ti 
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any assislanoe, either in attempting to 
asLve our goods, or preventing; the flames 
spreading to our com. By this time, the 
ueig^^MHirs ^ere alarmed , and cam^ 
running to our, assistance; but aJl tliey 
could do ^as to stand, like us, spectators 
of the^(Dalamity. My goods, among M^faich 
were- the notes I had reserved for my 
daughters' fortunes, were entirely consum* 
ed, except a box, with, some papers^ 
that stood in the kitchen , and two or three 
thii^ more of litde consequence, which 
my son brought away in the beginning. 
The neighbours contributed, however, 
what they could to lighten our distress. 
TheybroHght us Glothes,«Lnd furnished one 
of oar oujkhouses widi kitchen ustensils; 
so that by day -light we had another,, 
thpu^ a wretched, dwelling to retire to. 
My honest next neighbour, and his diil- 
dr^^ were not the least assiduous in 
providing us with every thing necessarjr^ 
and o£M«g.wbatever consolation untu- 
tored benevolence could suggest. 
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When the fears of my fanuly ba4 sub- 
sided, curiosity to know the cause of my 
long stay began to take place. Having 
therefore informed them of every parti- 
cular, I proceeded to prepare them for 
the reception of our lost pne; and Uiough 
Mre had nothing but wretchedness now to 
impart, I was willing to procure her a 
welcome to what we had. This lask would 
Mve been more difficult but for our recent 
calamity , which had humbled my wife's 
pride, and blunted it by more poignant 
afflictions. Being unaMe to go for my 
poor child myself, as my ajrm grew very 
painful, I sent my son and daughter, who 
8oon returned, supporting the wretched 
delinquent, who had not the courage to 
lookup at her mother, whom no instruc* 
tions of mine could persuade to a perfect 
reconciliation; for women have a much 
stronger sense of female error than men. 

* Ah! Madam, cried her mother, this is 

* but a poor place you are come to after 
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n so much finery. My daughter SopBy aiid 
» I can afford but little entettainaient to 
« persons who have kept company only 
» witib people of distinction. Yes^ Miss 
» Livy , your poor father and I have suffer- 
> ed very much of late; but I hope heaven 
ft will forgive you. » — During this recep- 
tion , the unhappy victim stood pale and 
tremblings unable to weep or to reply : but 
I could not continue a silent spectator df 
her distress; wherefore, assuming a degree 
of severity in my yoice andmanner, which 
was ever followed with instant submission : . 
« J entreat, woman, that my words may 
» he now marked once for all : I have here 
» brought you ^ack a poor deluded wan- 
it derer; her return to duty demands the 
» revivalof our tenderness. The realhard- 
» ships of life are now coming fast upon 
N us; let us not therefore increase them by 
ft dissension amoiig each other. If we live 
» harmoniously together , we may yet be 
» epnjtente4» as there are enough of us to • 
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^ shut but the censuring world, ^d keep 
» each other in countenance. The Undness 
» of heaven is promised to the penitent^ 
» and let our|be directed by the example. 
» Heaven , we are assured , is mtich more 
9 pleased to view a repentsint sinner > 
» than ninety -nine persons who hav^ 
» supported a course of lindeviating recti- 
9> tude. And this is right; for that singte 
» effort by which we stop short in the 
9 down-hill ^ath to perdition, is itself a 
» greater etertion of virtue , than an huil- 
» dred acts of justice. » 

CHAP. XXIII. 

None fyit the guiUy ca/ri be long and 
compietetg mUeratte. 

'OoME assiduity was ilow required to makb 
our present abode as convenient ad pos- 
sible, and w^ wef*e soon again qualified f 
enjoy our former serenity. Being disabled 
myself from assisting my son in oiir lisual 
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occupaltons^ I read to my femily from 
the few books Uiat were saved , and par- 
ticularly from such as, by amusing the 
imagination , contributed t(^a$e the heart. 
Our good neighboxu^ too came every day 
with the kindest condolence, and fixed a 
time in which they were all to assist at 
repairing my former dwelling. Honest 
faumer Williams was not last among these 
visitors; but heartily offered his friendship. 
He would even have renewed his addresses 
to my daughter; but she refected them in 
such a manner as totally represt hisfuturc 
solicitations. Her grief seemed formed for 
continuing , and she was the only person 
of our little society that a week did not 
restore to cheerfulness. She now lost that 
unblushing innocence which once taught 
her to respect herself , and to seek pleasure 
by pleasing. Anxiety had now taken strong 
|>os8ession of her mind, her beauty began 
to be impaired with her constitution , and . 
neglect still more contributed to diminish 
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it. Every tender epithet bestowed on her 
lister, brought a parig to h^ hedtt and a 
tear to her eye; and as one Tice , though 
cured, ev6r plants bthets trhere it has 
been, so hfer foriiler guilt , though driven 
out by -repentance, left jealousy and envy 
behiiid. I strove a thousand ways to lessen 
her care^ arid even Ibrgdt my own pain 
in a concern fbr hers, collecting such 
amusing passages of history, as a strong 
menKjiry and some reading tbvAd suggest. 
<? OUr happiness , my dear , I would say , 
1 is in the power of one who csni bring it 
• aibout a thousand unforeseen ways, that 
» mock o^uf foresight. If example bc/Ue- 
» tei^adj to priVethis, I'll |jive you a story, 
» tfly child^ told li^ by a grave, thotigt 
» tfdmetiitte^ a ro^knaiiiciiig historian. 

« Matilda was married very young to a 
» N^apolitah nobleman of the first quality, 
» and tcMiiii U^r^elf a widow and a mother 
» atthea^o of fifteeh. As she stood one 
» day car^s^ng her iiifant son in the open 
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1 window of an apartment which hung 

• orer the river Voltuma, the child.^ with 
» a sudden spring j leaped from her arms 
> iiito the flood below 9 and ^appeared 
» in a moment. The mother, struck with 
9 insfant surprise, and making an effort 
» to save him, plunged in after; but, far 
» from being able to assist the infant, she 
» herself \^ith great difEculty escaped to 
» the opposite shore, fust when some 

• French soldiers were plundering the 

• .country on that side, who immediately 
» made hei* their prisoner. 

» As the war was then carried on be* 
» tween the French and the Italians with 
» the utnM)st inhumanity, they were going 
^ at once to perpetrate those two extremes 
» suggested by appetite and cruelty. This 
n base resolution , however , was opposed 
^ by a young dfficer, who, though their 
» retreat required the utmost expedition , 
» placed her behind him, and brought 
^ her in safety to his native city. Her 
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» beauty at first caught his eye ; her merit ^ 
» soon afbeii% his heart. They were mar- 
» ried; he rose to the highest posts; they 
» lived long together, and were tappy. 

• But the felicity of a soldier can never be 
» called permanent : after an interval of 

• several years, the troops which he com- 
» manded having met with a repulse, he 

> was obliged to take shelter in the city 

• whe/e he had lived with his wife. Ha*e 

> they suffered a siege , and the city at 
» length was taken. Few histories can 

> produce more vaiious instances of cruel- 
» ty, than those which the French and 
» Italians at that time exercised upon eath 
» other* It was resolved by the victors, 
» upon this occasion , to put all the French 
» prisoners to death , but particularly the 
» husband of the unfortunate Matilda, as 
» he was principally instruihental in pro- 
» tracting the siege. Their determinations 
» were, in general, execute!^ almost as 
^ soon as resolved upon. The captive sol-* 
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» dier vas led forth, and the executioner^ 
» with his sword, stood reaj|y, while the 
» spectators, in gloomy silence awaited the 
» fatal blow, which was only suspended 
» till the gei|eral , who presided as judge , 
» should give the signal. It was in this 
• interval of anguish and expectation , that 
» Matilda came to take her last farewell 
i{ of her husband and deliverer , deploring 
» her wtetched situation, and the cruelty 
» of fate, that had saved her from perish- 
» Ing by a premature death in the river 
» Yoltuma^ to be the spectator of still 
greater calamities. The general, who was 
» a young man ^ was struck with surprise 
» at her beauty, and pity at her distress, 
» but with still stronger emotions when he 
» heard her .menticm.her former dangers* 
» He was her son, the infant for whom 
» she had encountered so much danger; 
» he aknowledged her at once as bis mo-* 
» ther, andfeU at her feet. The rest may 
yi. be easHy supposed : th^ captive was set 
» freci and all the happiness that love^ 
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» friendship and duty covdd confer on 
> each , were united. » 

IflT this manner I woi|ld attempt lo 
amuse my daughter : but she listened with 
divided attention ; for her own mii^brttmes 
engrossed all the pity she once had for 
those of another, and nothing gave her 
ease. In company die dreaded contempt^ 
and in solitude she only found anxiety; 
Such was the colour of her wretchednessy 
when we received certain information, 
that Mr. Thornhiliwas going to be married 
to Miss Wilmot, for whom I always sus- 
pected he had a real passion , though he 
took every opportunity before me to 
express his contempt both of her person 
and fortune. This news only served to 
increase poor Olivia's aillictioB; such a 
flagrant breach of fidelity was more than 
her courage could support. I was resolved, 
however, to get more certain information, 
and to defj^at, if possible, the completion 
of his designs, by sending my son tp old 
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Mr. WUmot's, with inBtruGlions to know 
the truth of tke report , and to deliver Miss 
Wihoaota letter, intimating Mr. Thomhill's 
conduct in my family* My son vrent, in 
pursuance of my directions, and in three 
days returned} assuring us of the truth of 
ih^ account; but that he had found k 
lmpos»bie to deliver the letter, which he 
was therefore obliged to leave, as Mn 
Thomhill and Miss Wilmot were visiting 
round the country. They were to be marri- 
ed , hjQ sai4 » in a few days, having appear- 
ed together at church the Sunday befcHre 
he "^a^ there, in great splendour, the 
bride attended by six young ladies , and 
he by as many gentlenicn. Their approach- 
ing nuptials filled the whole country with 
reioicing, and they usually rode out 
together in the grandest equipage that had 
been seen in the country for many years. 
All the friends of both families, he said, 
were there , particulariy the Squire's 
unclp. Sir William Thornhill, who bore 
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BO good a character. He added, that no- 
thing but mirth and feasting were going 
forward; that all the* counti^ ptaised the 
young bridC'S beauty, and the bride- 
groom's fine person, and tiat they were 
immensely fond of each oth^; conclud- 
ing, that he could not help tMnking Mr. 
HiomhiU one of the most hdjipy men in 
the world. - : 

t Why, let him if he c»»f ri^tumed I : 
» but , my son , observe this bed of straw , 
» and unsheltering roof; those »i<mldering 
» wall9, and humid flooi^; ioEiy wretched 
» body thus disabled by fire, and mj^ehil^ 
» dren weeping round me for bt'ead : you; 

> have come home, my ehlM, to aXt- 
• this; yet here, even here, you see *- 
» man that would not for a thousand 

> worlds exchange situations. , itiy chil-* 
dren , if you could but learn to eom^ 
» mune with your own hearts, and know 
» what noble company you -can make. 
» them, you would little regard' die elfc- 
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» gance and ^lendours of the wotthless* 
» Almost sdl men have be^ti taught to eidl 
>- life a pailage f and themselves the 
%■ travellers. The simiUtude still may he 
•- Improved, i^hen we obsa*ve that the 
B^ good are ioyfui and serene , like tra- 
D.vellers that are going towards home; the 
». wicked hut by intervals happy^ Hke 
» travellers that are going into exHe. » 

My compassion for my poor daughter , 
0ver^-pMrered hy this new disaster, inter- 
rupted what I bad farther to observe. I 
bade her mother support her, and after 
a short time die recovered. She af^ared 
from that tUne more calm, and I imagin- 
edhad gs4n^ a new degree of resolution : 
hut appearances deceived me; for her 
trancpiillity was the languor of over- 
VH'OUght resentment. A supply of provi- 
sions, charitably sent us by my kind 
parishioners, seemed to diffuse new cheer- 
fulness amongst the rest of the family, uor 
was I displeased at seeing them once 
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; qnrightly and at ease. It Mrould have 
been unjust to daisq) their satisfactions 
merely to condole with res<^ute melan- 
diely, or to burden them with a sadness 
they did not fed. Thus, once more, the 
tale went round 9 and the song was de* 
manded, and cheerfulness condescended 
to hover round our little habitation. 

CHAP. XXIV. 
Fresh calamities* 

Ibe next morning the sun arose with 
peculiar warmth for the season ; so that 
we agreed to breakfast together on the 
honey-suckle bank : where while we sat , 
my youngest daughter, at my request, 
joined her voice to the concert on the 
trees about us. It was in this place my 
poor Olivia first met her seducer, and 
every object served to recall her sadness. 
But that melancholy which is excited by 
objects of pleasure , or inspired by sounds 
of harmony , soothes the heart instead of 

\ 
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corrodlx^ it Qer att>ther Uio, t^a fini 
occasion > felt a pleasing distress^ aad 
wept, and loved her daagbtaraft b^feie: 
f Do, my pretty Olivia 9 cri^d the, 1^«$ 
• have diat little melancholy air yodr 
^ papa Mrat so fond of; your sister Sopkjr 
» has already ohHged usT Do 5 child , it 
> will please yoilr old fiather. » She com- 
plied in a manner so exquisitely pathe- 
tic as moved me : 

When lovely -^oman stoops to folly. 
And fin^ too late that men betraj, 

What cbazm cati aooth her Aielancholjr i 
What art can wash her guilt atvayf 

Tht only art her guift to cover , 

io hide her shame from every e)re. 

To givfe repentance to her lover , 
And virribg his bosom, ig-^to die. 

As she was concluding the last stanza, 
to which an interruption in her voice from 
sorrow gave peculiar softness 9 the appear- 
ance Qt Mr, I'hrtrhhiirs equipage i^t a 
distance alarmed us all, but particularly 
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i&creased the ufioasineds oC tnj eldest 
^ughter^ who, desirous of shunning her 
betrayer, returned to the house with her 
sister. In a few minutes he was alighted 
from his chariot , and making up to the 
l^ce where I was still sitting, inquired 
after my health with his usual air of fami- 
liarity. «^ Sir, replied!, your present 

* assurance only serves to aggravate the 

> baseness of your character; and there 

■ was a time when I would have chastised 
•"•your insolence, for presuming thus to 
» appear before me. But now you are 
« safe; for age has cooled my passions, 

■ and my calling restrains them. « 

• I vow, my dear Sir, returj^ed he, I 

> am amazed at all this; nor can I under- 

* stand what it means. I hope you don^t 
» Aittk your daughter's l^%t exonrslon 
» with tat had a<iy thing criminal in it. > 

• Go, cried I, th^m att a wretdh, ai 
» poof pitiful wretch y and eveJ*y way a 

* liar; but yoUr m«annes» secures yon 
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• from my ang;er! Yet, Sir, I am descead- 
» ed from a family that would not have 
» borne this! And so, thou vile thing, to 
» gratify a momentary passion, thoo 
» hast made one poor creatiure wretched 
» for life, and polluted a family that had 
B nothing but honour for their portion. » 

« If she or you , returned he, are resol- 
» vedto be miserable, I cannot help it. 
» But you may still be happy; and what- 
» ever opinion you may have formed of 
» me, you shall ever find me ready to 
B contribute to it. We can marry her to 
» another in a short time; and what is 
» more, she may Leep her lover beside ; 
» for I protest I shall ever continue to 
»■ have a true regard for her. » 

I found all my passions alarmed at thit 
new degrading proposal ; for though the 
mind may often be calm under great 
injuries, little villainy can at any time 
get within the soul', and sting it into rage. 
« Avoid my sight, thou reptile, cried I, 
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» ncHT continue to insult me with diy pre- 
» sence. Were my brave sab at home^ 
» he would no^ safkr this; but I am old^ 

> and disabled » and every way undone. » 

« I find, cried he, you are bent n^a 
» obliging me lo talk in a harsher manner 
» than I intended. Bpt as I have shewn you 
» what may be hoped from my fiienddiip^ 
» it may not be improper to represent 
» what may be the consequences of my 
i resentment. Mf attorney, to whom 
*y*0W l^te bond bais been tratisfered^ 
■ thmitens hard,, nor do I know how to 
» prevent the coume of justice , except 

• by paying the money myself, whii^h, 
» asl have been at iome expences lately f 

> previous to my intended mairiage, i« 

• not so easy to be done. And then my 
» steward talks of driving for Jthe rent : 
1^ it is eertain he knows his duty , for I 
i» never trouble my^lf yfWi afialrs of that 

• nature. Yet still I could wish to serve 

> you, and even to have you and your 
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» daughter present at my marriage, whkh 
» is shortly to be solemnized ^ith Mitt 
1 Wilmot; it is even the request of mj 
1 charming Arabella herself, whom I 
p hope you will not refuse. » 

ft Mr. ThomhiU, replied I, hear me 
ft once for all. As to your marriage with 
» any but my daughter, that I neVer ^ndli 
» consent to; and though your friendsh^ 
» eould raise me to a throne, or your 
ft resentment sink me tp the grave, y^ 
» would I despise both. Thou hast once 
ft woefuHy, irr^arably, deceived mdr I re- 
ft posed my heart upon thine honour, and 
D have found its baseness. Never more » 
ft therefore , expect friendship from me. 
ft Go, and possess what Ibrtune has given 
ft thee, beauty,. riches, health, and plea- 
1 sure. Go, and leave me to want, inlamyi 
» disease, and sorrow. Yet huiaabled 
• as I am, sh^ my heart still vmdicata 
ft its dignity, and though thou hast my 
ft f(H>giveness, thou shatt ever have mj 
» contempt. » 
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« If 80, returned he, depend upon it, 

• you shall feel the effects of this tnso- 
» ience, and we shall shortly see which is 

* the fittest object of scorn , you or me. » 
— Upon which he depai-ted abruptly. 

My wife and son, who were present Ht 
tUs interview , seemed terriAed with the 
appreheasion. My daughters also, find- 
ing that h^ was gone, came out to be 
informed of the result of our conference, 
wbtch,when known, alarmed them not 
less than the rest. But as to myself, I disre- 
garded the utmost stretch of his male- 
vslenoe : he had already struck the blpw, 
and now I stood prepared to repel every 
new effort, like one of those instruments 
tiled in the art .of war, which, however 
thrown, still presents a point to. receive 
^ enemy. 

We soon, however, found that he had 
n^ threatened in vain; for the very next 
noming his steward came to demand my 
^nual rent, which, by the train of ao~ 
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cidents already related, I was unable to 
pay. The consequence of my incapacity 
was his driving my cattle that eventog, 
and their beipg appraised and sold the 
next day for less than half th^r value. My 
if^ifeand children now therefore, entreated 
me to comply upon any, terms^ rathar 
than incur certaiil djebtcuctlea. They 
cyen begged of me to admit bb vinto 
once more, and used all their litde elo- 
quence to paint the .calamities I wasgoiag 
to endure; the terrors of. a prison, in 90 
rigorous a jbeason as the present , with the 
danger that threatened li^y health from 
the late accident that happened 1^ tiie 
£re. But I continued inflexible.. 

cWhy, my treasures, cried I, wliy 
» will you thus attempt to persuade me 
B to the thing that is not right? My duty 
.» has taught me to forgive him; but my 
D conscience will not permit me to jtp- 
» prove. Would you have me applaud to tlie 
» world what my heart must internally 
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condemn? Would y«ti have me tamely 
at down and flatter our infamous 
te»raycr, and, to avoid a prison, con- 
dually snflfer the more gaffing bonds ^ 
Omental confinement? No , nfever. If 
we aw to be taken from this abode, 
oniyletus hold to the right, and wher- 
ever we are thrown, we can stOl retire 
^ a charming apartment, when we 
^ look ro^tud our own hearts with 
"Str^pidity and with pleasure. » 
In this manner we spent that evening. 
Mrthenext morning, as the snow had 
^n«i in giieat abundance in the night, 
"^yson was employed in clearing it iway , 
^^ opening a passage before the door. 
Be had not been thus engaged long, when 
fce came running in, with looks all pale, 
^««lf us that two strangers, whom he 
^n«W to be officers of justice, were mak- 
"»?towards the house. 

J«st as he spoke they came in; and, 
approaching the bed where I lay, after 
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previously informing me of their employ- 
ment and business, made me tkeir pri- 
soner, bidding me prepare to go willi 
them to the county gaol, which was 
^even miles off. 

« My friends, said I, this is severe 
» weather in which yon baTe come to 
» take me to a prison; and it* is particu- 
» larly unfbrtonate at this time , as one of 
» my arms has lately been burnt in a 
» terrible manner, and it has thrown me 
» into a slight fever, and I want clotfaef 
» to cover me, and I am now too weak 
» and old to walk far iu such deep snow : 
» but if it must be so — » 

I then turned to my wife and diildrea, 
and directed them to get together what 
few things were left us, and to prepare 
immediately for leaving this piace^ I es- 
treated them to be expeditious, and 
desired my son to assist his eldest sister, 
who, from a consciousness that she was 
the cause of all our calamitior, was £adleiK» 
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andliad lost anjgpuWh in inftensibilitf* I en- 
couraged my wife, who, pale and trem- 
bling;, elasped eur affrighted litUe ones in 
hftr arms, that clmig to her bosom in 
silence, dreading to look round at the 
strangers* In the mean time my youngest 
daughter prepared ibr our departure; and 
as she received several hints to use dispatch, 
in about an hour vre w^rerready to depart. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Ne situation, however wretched it 
seems, 4nit has some sort of comfort 
attending its ^ 

VY E set forward from this peaceful neigh- 
bourhood, and walled on slowly. My 
eldest daughter being enfeelded by a 
^w fever , which had begun for some days 
to undermine h^ constitution , one of ihfi 
oflicers, who had an horse, kindly took 
her behind hinoi^lor even these men cannot 
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•nti^Iy 4ive9t tbeio^elves of hvmani^. 
My son led oae qi the litlte ones by the> 
handy and my wife tlie other', nvhile I 
leaned upon nay youixgestgirl^ whose teacf 
Ml , not for har own but my distresses. 

We were now got fixmi my laledweUinfp 
adiout two milesy when we saw a x^rowd 
vanning and diooting behiad us , consist- 
ing of about fifty of my poorest pjurishio- 
ners. These, with dreadful imprecations, 
soon seized upon the two officers of justice, 
and swearing they would never see their 
minister go to a gaol white 4ey had a 
drop of blood lio ^d in his ddenca, 
were going to use them with great 
severity. The consequences might have 
been &tal, had I not* immediatdfy in- 
terposed, and with some dif&oulty rescued 
the officers from the hands of the enraged 
multit«;^e. My children, Mrho. looked 
upon my delivery now as certain, appear- 
ed ti^ausported with joy , and were inca- 
pable of conlauiiing their raptures. B%d 
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they \rei*e soon undecJeived, u|>oq bear* 
ing me address the poor deluded people 
who came, as they imagined, to do me 
service. 

« What! my fHends, eried I, and is this 
» the way youloVe me! Is thisfthe maftner 

> you obey the instrm^ionft I have gtvte. 
9 you from the pidpit! Thus to fly in the 
y> face of justice, and bring down rtttn- 
• on yourselres and me ! Which is yotir 
» ringleader ? Shew me the man that hd§ 
» thus seduced you; As sure as he lives he: 
r> shall feel my resentment. Alas I my dear 
» deluded 'flock, return back to the duty. 
!> you owe to God, to your country, ^di 
» tO! me. I shall yet perhaps one day see 
» you in greater feKoity here, and c»ntri-<. 
% bote to make your lives more happy. 

» But let it at least be my comfort when 

> I pen my fold ftir immortality, that not 
» one h^re shall be wanting. » . : 

They now seemed aH repentance, and. 
mehinjg; into tears, came one after the other * 

lO 
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to bid me farewdl. I shook each tenderly 
by the hand, and leaTing them my blefl^ 
sing , proceeded forward without meeting 
any farther intamiption. Some hours be- 
fore night we reached the town^ or rather 
village; for it ccmsisted but of a few mean 
bouses, having lost all its former opulence, 
md retaining no marks of its ancient su- 
periority but the gaol. 

Upon entering we put up at an inn, 
where we had such refreshments as could 
most readily be procured, and I supped 
with nvy family with my usual cheerful- 
ness. After seeing them properly accom- 
modated for that night, I next attended 
the Sheriff's oiEcers to the prison, which 
had formerly been built for the purposes 
of wajtf and consisted of one large apart-^ 
ment, strongly grated, and paved with 
stone 9- common to boUi ielons and debtors 
at certain hours in the four and twenty. 
Besides this, every prisoner had a separate 
c^U, where he was locked in for the night 
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I expe^jCted upon my entrance to find 
nothing but lamentations , and various 
sounds of misery ; but it was very different^ 
The prisoners seemed all employed in 
one common design , that of forgetting 
thought in merriment or clamour- I was 
apprized* of the usual perquisitf^j^uired 
upo;i these occasions ^ and immediately 
complied with the demand, though the 
little money I had was very near being 
all exhausted. This was immediately 
«ent ayrt^ay for liquor, and the whole pri- 
son was soon filled with Hot, laughter 
and pr#aneness. 

c How, cried I to myself, shall men 
» so very wicked be cheerful, and shall 
» I be melancholy! I feel only the same 
» confinement with them , and I think I 
• have more reason to be happy. • 

With such reflections I laboured to 
become cheerful; but cheerfulness was 
never yet produced by eflbrt, which id 
itself painful. As I was sitting therefore 
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in a corner of the gaol^ In a pensive pas- 
ture, one of my fellow-prisoners came 
up 9 and sitting by me, entered into con- 
versation. It was my constant rule ii^ 
Ufe never to avoid the conversation of any 
man who seemed to desire it : for if good, 
I might profit by his instruction ; if bad , 
he might be assisted by mine. I foupd 
this to be a knowing man , of strong un> 
lettered sense ; but a thorough knowledge 
of the world, as it is called, or, more 
properly speaking, of human nati|^e on 
the wrong side; He asked me if I had 
taken care to provide myself with a bed, 
which was a circumstance I had never 
once attended to. 

« That's unfortunate, cried he, as you 
» are allowed here nothing but straw, and 
» your apartment is very large and eoM. 
» However, you seem to be something 
p of SL gentleman, and as I have been one 
» myself in my time, part of my bed- 
p clothe* are heartily at your service. » 
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, I thanked him, professing my surprise 
at finding such humanity in a gaol, in 
misfortunes; adding, to let him see that 
I was a scholar , « That the sage ancient 
» seemed to«understand the value of com- 
» pany in affliction , when he said , Tim 
» komwn aire, ei chs ton etairon; and 
;» in fact, continued I , what is the W(»id if 
» it afbrds only s<^tudeP» 

« you talk of the world, Sir,^ returned 
» my fellow-prisoner; the woHd is in its 
? datage^^aful yet the cosmogony , or 
> creation ofjths woHd, has jnizzied ths 
.» phiiosophers of every age* What a 
^ mediey of opitdons have they not 
^ broached upon the creation of the 
» world ! Sanconiathon, ManethiP, Bero^ 
9 sus and Ooelius Lttcanus have aiiat-' 
» tempted i$ in vain. The laUer has 
• Hi^ese words , Anarchon ara kai atdu^ 
» talon to pan, which implies — I ask 
» pardon, Sir, cried I, for interrupting 
» so oaitcl^ learninig; but I think I have 
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» heard all this before. Have I not had the 
» pleasure of once seeing you dt Welbridge 
» lair , and is not yolir name Ephraim 
» Jenkinson ? » At this "demand he only 
sighed./ « I suppose you mu$t recollect, 
» resumed I , one doctor Primrose , . from. 
» iT^hom you bought an horse. » 

He BOW at once recollected me; for the 
gloominess of the place andthe approach^ 
ing night had prevented his distinguishing 
my features before. — « Yes, Sir, returned 
» Mr. Jenkinson , I remember yi^ perfectly 
» well; I bought an horse, but I forgot to 
» pay you for him. Your neighbour Flam- 
» borough is the only prosecutor I am any 
» way afraid of, at the next assizes , for he 
• intends to swear posiUvely against me 
» asa coiner. I am heartily sorry, Sir, I 
» ever deceived you, or ind<!ed any man; 
» filipyou see, continued he, shewing his 
> tackles , what my tricks have brouj^ 
» Me to. » 

« Well, Sir, replied I, y)(^ar kindness 
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» in offering me assistance, ^ben you 
» could expect no return , shall be repaid 
» with my endeavours to soften or totally 
» suitress Mr. Flamborough's ^ridence^ 

• and I wiH send my son to hiih for that 

• purpose the first opportuhily; nor da<I 
t in the least doubt but he will cOoopl^ 

• with my request ; . and as to my own 
» evidence, you need be under no unea- 

> siness about that, a 

t Well, Sir, cried he, all the return I 
» can make shall be yours. Yon shall 

> have more than half my bed-dbtbes 
» to-night, and I'll take ca«^ to stand 
» your friend in tbe prison^ wher (I thiAk 
» I have some influence. » 

I dianked him, and could not avoid 
being surprised at the |»esent youthful 
change in his aspect; lor at the time I bad 
seen him before, he appeared at least 
^xty.-^cSir, answered he, you are little' 
» acquainted with the world; I had at that 
» time falfe hak, and have learned the 
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» art of counterHeitiDg every age from 
• seYenteen to sev^ity. Ah^ Sir» had I 
f bot liestowed half the pams^io le^troiiig 
» a trade that I have in iearoing to he a 
» scoandrel, I might have been a rich 
» man at this day. Bat, rogue as I am, 
> 8liU I may be your fHend, and that^ 
» p^fiiaps when you least expect k» » 

We were ww prevented ftom fiuihtf 
eonvarsation by the arrival jof the gaoler's 
cetranftSy who canse to call over ,the priso- 
aeirs' ncumes, and lock up for the n%ht 
kiOkm also, wi&^ bundle oi straw for 
amy bed, ^tended, who led me along a 
iUii^ oavTom passage i^o a room paved 
like the common pnoon; aildm one corner 
4)f this;! spread my bed^ and the^<ik>1iies 
jgilrtb. me 'by my feilow^prtsoner; whiefc 
don^ my eomhictor^ w^ was civHenoug^ 
b9kit me: a gopd. nig^t. Aftee my uniai 
meditations, and .haiing praised my h9» 
^Qnly corrector, I laad myself down ^ and 
«lfipt with Jbe utmost tranquillity tiU 
morning. 
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CHAP. XXYL 

A reformmion in the gaM. To matce 
laws complete, they should reward 
§$ weil as punish. 

1 fls next morning early I was awakened 
by my family 9 Yfhouk I found jp tears at 
my bed-side. The gloomy strength of every 
thing about us, it seems, had daunted 
them. I gently rebuked their sorrow, 
usnring them I had never slept with 
greater tranquillity, and next inquired 
after my eldest daughter, who was not 
among them. They informed me that yes- 
terday's uneasiness and fatigue had in- 
creased her fever, and it was judged proper 
to leaTe her behind. My neit care was to, 
send my son to procure a room or two to 
lodge the family in, as near the prison 
ascouTenlently couM be found. He tobeyed; 
hut could only find one apartment, which 
was hired at a small. expeiice> for hi# 
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mother and sisters, the gaoler Mrith hu- 
manity consenting to let him and his two 
Mttle brothers lie in the prison* with me. 
A bed was therefore prepared for them 
in a corner of the ropm> which i thoqght 
answered very conveniently. I was will- 
ing however previously to know wh^er 
tey Uttlfe ghildren diose to lie in a place 
which seemed to fright liiem upon en- 
trance. 

' « Well, cried I, my good boys, how do you 

» like your bed? I hope you are not afraid 

» to lie in Ihi^ room, dark as it^ippears. » 

« No, papa, says Dick, I am hot afraid 

» to lie anywhere, where you are. » 

« And I , says Bill, who was yet but four 
» years old, love every place best that roj 
» papa is in. » 

After this, I allotted to each of the h- 
miiy what they* wa-e to do. My danghter 
was particularly directed to watch her 
declining sister's h^lth^ my wife was to 
attend me; my IMe boys were to read ta 
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ii^e : c And as for you 5 my son , continu- 
% ed I, it is by the lab<Hir of your haods 
» we must all hope to be supported* Y^mr 
t w%es9 as a day-labourer, will be full 
» sufficiept^ with proper frugality, , t<? 

> maintop, us all, and comfo^ably too« 
t Thou art now si:i^een years old, and 

• hast strength) and.it was given thee,; 
9 my son .9 for vc^ry useful purposes; for i| 
a must save froiA famine your helpless 
» parents and femily* Prepare then.thi^ 

> evening to look, out for \^Hwk against to- 

• morrow I and bring h<»ne every nig^t 
a wb<^t money you earn , for our support. » 

Saving thus instructed him 5 and settled 
theresl, Iwalk^down to the coij^mon 
prison 5 wbei*e I could enjoy more air 
and room. But I ^as not long there, when 
the execrations, lewdness and.bfutality, 
that invaded me on every side, drov^ me, 
biackto my apartment again. Here .1 sat, 
£» some time, pondeting upon the ittange 
hi&tuation of wrelobei^ ^P^ finding 
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all mankind in open arms against them, 
were labouring to make themselves a 
future and a tremendous enemy. 

Their insensibility excited my higliest 
compassion, and blotted my own uneasi* 
ness a while from my mind. It even ap- 
peared a duty incumbent upon me to 
attempt to reclaim them. I resolved there- 
fore once more to return , and) in spite 
of their contempt, to ^ve them my ad- 
vice, and conquer them by perseverance. 
Croing therefore among them again , I in- 
formed Mr. Jenkinson of my design, at 
which he laughed heartily, but commu- 
nicated it to the rest. The proposal was 
receivjed with the greatest good-humour, 
as it promised to aflford a new fund of 
entertainment to persons who had now 
no other resource for mirth, but what 
could be derived from ridicule or debau- 
ahery. 

I therefore read them a portion of the 
service with a loud unaffected voice, and 
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found my audience perfectly merry upou 
the occasion. Lewd whi^ers, groans of 
contrition burlesqued , winking and cough- 
ing, alternately excited laughter. How- 
ever , I continued with uiy natural solem- 
nity to re^d on , sensible that what I did 
might amend some , but could itself re- 
ceive no contamination from any. 

After reading, I entered upon my exhor- 
tation ^ which was rather calculated at 
first to amuse them than to reprove. I 
previously observed, that no other motive 
but their welfare could induce me to this^ 
that I^was their fellow-prisoner, and now 
got nothing by preaching. I was sorry, 
I said, to he^ur them so very profane; be- 
cause they got nothing by it, and might 
lose a great deal : « For, be assured, mj ' 
» friends , cried I , ( for you are my friends, 
i however the world may disclaim your 

> friendship ) though you swore twelve 

> thousand oath^ in a day, it would not 
» put One p^nny in you j^rse. Then what 
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> signifies calling every moment iipon the 
B devil, and courting his friendship , since 
9 you find how scurvily he uses you? He 
9 hato given you nothing here, you find;. 
» but a mouthful of oaths and an empty 
B tefly ; and by the best accounts I have 
B ^f him, he will give you nothing that's 

> good hereafter. 

B If used ill in our dealings with one 
» man, we Aaturally go elsewhere. "Were 
» it not worth your while then, just to 
B try how you may like the usage of ano- 
B dier master , who gives you fair promises, 
B at least, to come to him? Surely, my 
tt friends, of all stupidity in the world, 
B his must be the greatest, who, lifter 
» robbing an house, runs to the thief-taiers 
B for protection. And yet how are you 
B more wise ? You are all seeking comfort 
» from one that has already betrayed you, 
» applying to a more malicious being than 
B any thief-taker of them all; for they 
B only decoy, and then hang you; But he 
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9 decoys and haogs, and, what is worst 

> of all, will not let you loose after thft 

> hangman has done.. » 

When I had concluded , I re^eiyed the 
compliments of my audience^ some o£ 
whom came and shook, me by the hand^ 
swearing that I was a very honest fellow^ 
and that they desired my further aofuaiot- 
ance. I therefore promised to r^eat my 
lecture next day^ and actually eoncdved 
some hopes of making a reformation here ; 
for it had ever been my opinion 9 thai no 
man was past the hour of amendment 9 
every heart lying open to the shafts o£ 
reproof 9, if the archer could but take 4 
proper aim. When I had thus satisfied my 
mind, I went back to my apfturtment) 
where my wife prepared a frugal meal» 
while Mr. Jenkinson begged leave to add 
his dinner to ours» and partake of the 
pleasure , as he was kind enough to express 
it, of my conversation. He had not yel 
seen my {aimily; for as they came ta my 
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apartment by a door in the narrow pas- 
sage already described, by this means 
they aToided the common prison. Jen- 
kinson at the first interview, therefore, 
seemed not a little struck with the beauty 
of my youngest daughter, which her pen- 
sive air contributed to heighten ; and my 
little ones did not pass unnoticed. 

« Alas! doctor, cried he,, these children 
» are too handsome and too good for such 
» a place as this. » 

« Why , Mr. Jenkinson , replied I ^ thank 
» heaven, my children are pretty toler- 
B able in morals, and if they be good, 
9 it matters little for the rest. » 

€ I fancy , Sir , returned my felloW" 
» prisoner, that it must give you great 
9 comfort to have this little family about 
» you. » 

c A conifort , Mr. Jenkinson ! replied 
1 I; yes, it is indeed a comfort, and I 
» would .not be without them for all the 
» world; for they can make a dungeon 



Digitized by Google 



OP WAfcEFIELD. 3^1 

» seem a palace. Theie is but eiie way in 

> thiF life of wounding my happiness 9 and^ 
» that is by injuring them* » 

■ I am afraid then , Sir , cried he , that 
» I am in some measure cnlpable; for I 
ti think I see here ( looking at my son 
» Moses ) one that I have injured,^ and 

• by whom I wish to be forgiven. » 

My son immediately recollected his 
voice and features, though he had before 
seen him in disgiiise ; and taking him by 
the hand , with a smile forgave him. « Yet,^ 

• continued he, I can't help wondering 

> at what you could see in my face , to 
V think me a proper mark for deception. » 

cMy dear Sir, returned the other, it 
» was not your face^ but your while i^tock- 
9 ings, and the black riband on your 
» hair, that allured me. But no dispar- 
» agement to your parts 9, 1 have deceived 
» wiser men than you in my time ; and 
» yet, with all my tricks, the blockheads 
» have been too n^ny foi^ me at last. » 
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« I suppose, cried my son, that tlie 
» narrative of such a life as yours must 
» be extremely instructive and amusing.* 

< Not much of either, returned Mr. 
9 Jenkinsbn. Those relations vhich des- 
» cribe the tricks and vices only of man- 
9 kind , by increasing our suspicion in life, 
B retard our success. The traveller that 
» distrusts every person he meets, and 
» turns back upon the appearance of every 
9 man that looks like a robber, seldom 
» arrives in time at his Journey's end. 

• Indeed I think, from n^J/Qjy^ expe- 
» rience , that the knowing one isAhe sil- 
» liest fellow under the sun. I was thought 
» cunning from my very childhood; when 
1 but seven years old, the ladies would 
» say that I was a perfect little man; at 
» fourteen I knew the world, cocked my 
» hat, and loved the ladies; at twenty, 
» though I was perfectly honest, yet every 
3 one thought me so cunning, that not one 
» would trust to me. Thus I was at lost 
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» obliged to turn sharper in my own de- 
« fence 9 and have lived ever s^nce, my 
» head throbbing with schemes to deceive > 
» and my heart palpitating with fears of 
> detection. 

» I used often to laugh at your honest 
» simple neighbour Flamborough , and 
» one way or another generally cheated 
» him once a year. Yet still the honest 
» man went forward without suspicion y 
» and grew rich / while I still continued 
» tricksy and cunning , and was poor , 
» without the consolation of being honest. 

» However , continued he , let me know 
i your case , and what has brought you 
» here; perhaps, though I have not skill 
I to avoid a gaol myself , I may extricate 
» my friends. » * » 

In complian|p with his curiosity, I in- 
formed him of the whole train of accidents 
and follies that had plunged me into my 
present troubles, and my utter inability 
to get free. 
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After hearing my story > and pati^g 
Sfmae minutes , he slapt his forehead, as 
if he had hit upon something material, 
and took bis leave , raying he would try 
what could be done* 

CHAP. XXVII. 
T4e same suiject cerUintied. 

L HE next momipg I communicated to 
m.y wife and children the scheme I had 
planned of reforming the prisoners ^ Mrbich 
they received with universal disapproba- 
tion , alledging the impossibility and im- 
propriety of it ; adding that my endea- 
vours would no way contribute to their 
amendment, but might probably disgrace 
my callings 

a Excuse me, returned f; these people? 
» however fallen, "are still men , and that 
» is a very- good title to my affectioDS. 
» Good counsel rejected returns to enrich 
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> the giver's bosom ; and though the ins- 
» truction I communicate may not' mend 
••them y yet it will assuredly mfpd myself. 

> If these wretches, my children, were 
i princes » there would be thousands ready 
■ to offer their ministry; but, in my opi- 
« nion , the Jieart that is buried in a 

> dungeon, is as precious as that seated 

> upon a throne. Tes, my treasures, if I 
»can mend them, I will : perhaps they 
» will not all despise me ; perhaps I may 
» catch up even one from the gulph; and 

> that will be great gain; for is there 

> upon earth a gem so precious as the 
* human soul ? » 

Thus saying, I left them, and descended 
to the cmi^mon prison , where I found the 
prisoners very merry, expecting my ar- 
rival; and each prepared with some gaol- 
tricL to play upon the doctor. Thus , as I 
was going to begin ; one turned my wig 
awry, as if by accident , and then asked 
my pardon. A second, who stood at some 
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distance 9 haa a knack of spitling through 
his teeth , which fell in showers upon my 
book. A tlyrd would cry Jmen in such 
an affected tone as gave the rest great 
delight. A fourth had slily picked my 
pocket of my spectacles, fiut there was 
one whose trick gave more ijniversal plea- 
sure than all the rest; for observing the 
manner in which I had disposed my books 
on the table before me, he very dexter- 
ously displaced one of t&em, and putaa 
obscene jest-book of hia own in the place. 
However, I took no notice of all thai 
thljs mischievous group of little Jieiogs 
could do; but went on, perfectly sensible 
that what was ridiculous in my attempt 
would excite mirth only the first or second 
time, while what was serious would be 
permanent. My design succeeded , and in 
less than six days some were penitent, and 
all attentive. 

It was now that I applauded my perse- 
verance a[nd address, at thus giving sensi- 



' Digitized by Google 



OF WAKEFIELD. 547 

Inlity to wretches divesfed of every moral 
feeling, and now began to think of doing 
diem temporal services also 9 by rendering 
their situation somewhat mofle comfort- 
able Their time had hitherto been divid- 
ed i)etween famine and excess, tumul- 
tuous riot and bitter repining. Their 
only employment was quarrelling among 
each other, playing at cribbage, and cut- 
tinf tobacco-stoppers. From this last mode 
of idle industry I took the hint of setting 
such as chose to work at cutting pegs for 
tobacconists and shoemakers, the proper 
wood being bought by a general subscript 
tion, and when manufactured, sold by 
my appointment : so that each earned 
something every day; a trifle indeed, but 
sufficient to maintain him. 

I did not stop here , but instituted fines, 
for the punishment of immorality, an4 
rewards for peculiar industry. Thus in 
less than a fortnight I had formed then^ 
into something social and humane, and 



Digitized by Google 



248 THE VICAR 

had the pleasure of regarding myself as 
a legislator, ^ho had brought men from 
their native ferocity into friendship and 
obedience^ i 

And it were highly to be wished, that 
legislative power would thus* direct the 
law rather to reformation than severity; 
that it would seem convinced that the work 
of eradicating crimes is not by making 
punishments familiar , but formidalfe* 
Then, instead of our present prisons^ 
which find or make men guilty, wbich 
inclose wretches for the commission of 
one crime, and return them, if returned 
alive , fitted for the perpetration of thou- 
sands ^ we should see, as in other parts of 
Europe, places of penitence and solitude , 
where the accused might be attended by 
such as Could give them repentance if 
^ilty, or new motives to virtue if in- 
90,ce]|t. And this, but not the increas- 
ing pu;t»ishinents, is the way to mend a 
j^tate. Nor cai^ \ /sivoid even questioninc; 
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the Validity of that right vhich social com- 
hinations have assumed, of capitally pu- 
nishing offences of a slight nature. In cases 
efmurder, their right is obvious, as it is 
the duty of us all, from the law of se]£> 
defence > to cut off that man who has 
shewn a disregard for the life of another* 
Against such, all nature rises in arms; 
bat it is not so against him who steals my 
property. Natural law gives me no right 
to take away his life , as by that the horse 
he steals is as much his property as mine. 
If then I have any right, it must be 
irom a compact made between us, that 
he who deprives the other of his horse 
shall die. But this is a false compact ; be- 
cause no man has a right to barter bis 
Hfe, no more than take it away, as it is 
not his own. And bedsides, the compact i» 
inadequate , and would be set aside even 
in a court of modern equity, as there is 
a great penalty for a very trifling conve- 
nience, since it is far better that two men 
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shoi^d live, than that one man should 
ride. But a compact that is false between 
two men , is equally so between an hun-* 
dred, or an hundred thousand; fmr as tea 
millions of circles can never make a 
»<)uare, so the united voice of myriads 
cannot lend the smallest foundation to 
iCidsehood. It is thus that Reascm speaks , 
ai^ untutored Nature says the same thmg. 
Savages, that are directed by natural 
law alone, are very tender of the lives rf 
each other; they seldom shed blood but 
to retaliate former cruelty. 

Our Saxon ancestors , fierce as they 
were in war, had but few executions ift 
timeg of peace; and in all commeociu^ 
governments, that have the print of nature 
still strong upon them , scarce any cnme ' 
is held capitaL 

It is among ^e citizens of a refined 
oopcimunity that penal laws, which are in 
the hands of the rich, are laid upon the 
pwr. C«ver9ment, while it grows older,' 
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seems to aeqmre the moroieness of £|^e; 
and as if our property were become dearer 
ifii proportion as it increased, as if the 
more eaonnioas our wealthy the nipre 
extensive our fears, all our possession^ 
are paled up ivith new edicts every day^ 
md hung round with gibbets to scare 
every invader. 

I cannot tell whether it Is from.the^ 
number of our penal laws, or th0 lioeun 
tiousness of our people » that this coinitry. 
sbould shew more convicts in a year thaii 
lialf the dominions of Europe united*' 
Perhaps it is owing to both ; for they mu- 
tually produce each other. When by in-, 
discriminate penal laws a nation beholds 
the same punishment afiiied to dissimi}j 
degrees of ^tiU, from peroeiving no < 
tinctll^n in the penalty, the people are led . 
to lose all sense of disttnotion in the crime, 
and this distinctum is .the bulwark of att 
moraUly : thus th# multitude of laws pro* 
duQe new vices , and new vices caU for £resb- - 
restraints^ 

Digitized by Google 



% 



35a THE YIGAR 

It were to be wished then that power, 
kKstead of contriving new laws to punisfc 
Tice, instead of drawing hard tiie cordi 
of society till a convulsion come to bnrst 
them, instead of catting away wretches 
as useless, before we have tried their 
utility; instead of converting correction 
into vengeance ; it were to be wished that 
we tried the restrictive arts of govern- 
ment, and nuide law the protects, but 
not the tyrant , of the people. We should 
then find that creatures whose souls aro 
held as dross, only wanted the hand of a 
refiner; we should then find that wretches, 
now stuck up for long tortures, lest luxury 
should feel a momentary pang , might , 
if j[>roperly-4reatedr serve to sinew the 
^ Mfte in tame of danger; that, as their 
faces are like ours, their hearts aHe so 
too; that few minds are so base as that 
perseverance cannot amend; that a man 
may see his last crime Without dyuig for 
it; and that very little blood vriU serve to 
cement our security* 
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CHAP. XXYIII. 

Happiness and misery rather the resuit 
iff prudent than of virtue in this 
4ife, temporal evils or felicities hevng 
regarded hy heaven as things merely 
in themselves trifUng, and unworthy 
its eare in the distribution^ 

1 HAD now been confined more than a fort- 
n^lit , but had not since my arrival been 
visited by my dear Olivia, and I greatly 
longe<Vto see her. Having communicated 
my wishes to my wife, the next morning 
the poor girl entored my apartment, 
leaning on her sister's arm. The change 
which I saw in her countenance struck, 
me. The numberless graces that once 
resided there were now fled, and the hand 
of death seemed to have moulded every 
fieature to alarm me. Her temples were 
fuiik , her forehead was tense , and a fatal 
paleness sat upon her cheek. 
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« I am glad to see tkee, my dear, cried 
» I; but why this dejection, Livy? I hope, 
» my love, you have too great a regard 
» forme, to permit disappointment Ihm 
» to undermine a life which I prize as my 
» own. Be cheerful, child, and we yet 
» may see happier days. » 

c Tou have ever, Sir, replied she, been 
B kind to me, and it adds to my pain , that 
» I shall never have an opportunity of 
» sharing that happiness you promise. 
» Happiness, I fear, is no longer reserved 
» for me here ; and I long to be^ rid of 
» a place where I have only found distress. 
» Indeed , Sir , I wiih you would .make a 
» proper submission to Mr. ThornhiU : it 
» may, in some measure, induce him to 
» pity you, and it will give me relief ffl 
» dying. » 

• Never, child, replied I, neverwifll 
» be brought to acknowledge my daught^ 
» a prostitute ; for though the world may 
» look upon your ofifence with loorn, let 
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» it be mine to regard it as a mark of 
I <^eduU^5 not of guilt. My dear, I am 
i no way miserable in this place ^ however 
1 dismal it may seem; and be assured, 
» that while you continue to bless me by 

• hTing, he shall never have my consent 

* to make you more wretched by marry- 

> iog another. » 

After the departure of my daughter, 
my felloe-prisoner , who was by at this 
ioteview, «en5ibly enough expostulated 
Tip<m my obstinacy, in refusing a submis- 
sion which promised to give me freedom. 
He observed that the rest of my family 
ifH not to be sacrificed to the peace of 
one cbiid alone , and she the only one 
who had offended me. « Besides, added 
» he, I don't know if it be just thus to 

> obstruct the union of man and wife^ 
» which you do at present, by refusing 

> to consent to a match which you cannot 
» hinder , but may render unhappy. » 

« Sir, replied I, you are unacquainted 
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» with the man that oppresses us. I ana 

» very sensible that no submission I cac 

> make could procure me liberty even fo 
» an hour. I am told that even in this ver 
j> room a debtor of his, no later thaj 
»^last year, died for want. But thougl 
» my suboiission and approbation couh 
» transfer me from hence to the mos 
» beautiful apartment he is possessed of 

D yet'I would grant neither, as j^methin 
» whispers me that it would be giviK 
» sanction to adultery. l?Vhile my daug^te 
.» lives, no other marriage of his shall eve 
D be legal fn my eye. Were she removed 
» indeed, I should be the base^ of m^n 
^B from any resentment of my own , h 
>» attempt putting asunder those who wisi 
<» for an union. No, villain as he is, 

> shotQd then wish him naarried, to preven 
» the consequeiices of his future debau- 
» cherles. But now ^ould I not be the 
» most cruel of all fathers, to sign an in 
» strument which must send my child to 
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the grave , merely to avoid a prison my- 
self; and thus, to escape One pang, 
i break my child*s heart with a thousand?» 
He acquiesced in the justice of this 
pnswer, but could not avoid observing, 
ihat he feared mf daughter's life wag 
Weady too much wasted to keep me long 
I prisoner. « However^, continued he, 
) though you refuse to submit to the 
i» nephew, I hope you have no objections 
\ to laying your case before the uncle , who 
i has the first character in the kingdom 
» for every thing that is just and good. I 
* would advise you to send him a letter 
» by the post, intimating all his nephewV 
kill usage, and my life for it, that in 
» three days you shall have an answer. » I 
thanked him for the biiit , and instantly 
set about complying; but I wanted paper, 
md unluckily all our money, had been 
laid out that morning in pronsions : how- 
ever, he supplied me. 
For the three ensuing days I was in a* 
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state of anxiety to know what rec^ikm 
my letter might meet with, but in tke 
mean time was frequently solicited 1^ my 
wife to submit to any conditions radier 
than remain here, and every hour received 
repeated accounts of the decline of my 
daughter's health. The third day and the 
fourth arrived, but I received no answer 
to my letter : the complaints of a stranger 
against a favourite nephew, were no way 
likely to succeed; so that these hopes 
soon vanished like all my former. Mj 
mind , Jiowever , still supported itsdf, 
though conAnement and bad air began to 
make a visible alteration in my health, 
and my arm that had suffened in the fire 
grew worse. My children, however, sal 
by me, and while I was stretched on m^ 
straw, read to me by turns, or listeaet^ 
and wept at my instructions. But my 
daughter's health declined faster than 
mine; every message from her contiibuted 
to increase my apprehensions and pais. 
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The fifth moraiiig after I had inritten the 

letter which was sent to Sir William 

Xhornhill, I was alarmed with an account 

that she was^ speechless. Now it was that 

I confinemeM was tnily painful to me; my 

I soul was bursting from its prison to be 

I near the pillow of my child, to comfort, 

ta strengthen her , to receive her last wishes, 

and teach her soul the way to heaven. 

Aai^er account came : She waipxpiring! 

I And yet I was debarred the small comfort 

of weeping by her. My fellow -prisoner , 

some time after, came with the last ac^ 

count. He bade me be patient. She was 

dead I — The next morning he returned, 

and found me with my two little ones, 

BOW my only companions, who were using 

an their innocent efforts to comfort me* 

They entreated to read to me , and bade mj^ 

not to cry, for I was now too old to weep. 

« And is not my sister an angel now, 

» papa, cried the eldest, and why then 

• are you soirry for her? I wish I were an 
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» angel out of this frightful place , if my 
» papa were wHfe me. — Yes, added my 
» youngest dariing, heaven, where my 
> sister is 9 is a finer place ti^^n this, and 
• there are none but good people there, 
» and the people here are very bad. » 
' Mr. Jenkinson interrupted thdr harm- 
less prattle, by observing that now my 
daughter was no more , J should seriously 
think ofllfe rest of my family, and atleinpf 
to save my own life , which was every day 
decKning, for want of necessaries and 
wholesome air. He added, that it was now 
incumbent oil me to sacrifice any pride 
or resentment of my own to the welfare 
of those who depended on me for support; 
and that I was now , both by reason and 
justice, obliged to try to reconcile my 
landlord. 

« Heaven be praised, replied I, there 
9 is no pride left me now. I should detest 
» my own heart, if I saw either pride or 
» resentment lurking there. On the con- 
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Irwy, as my oppressor has been onei 
my parishioner^ I hope one day to pre- 
sent him up an unpollnted soul at the 
^mal tribunal. No, Sir, I have no 
resentment now; and though he has 
talcn from me what I held dearer than 
^ his treasures, though he has wrung 
my heart, for I am, sick almost to last- 
ing, very sick, my fellow^risoner, yet 
that shall never inspire me with ven* 
gcance. I am now willing to approve 
^ marriage; and if this submissi<m can 
te him any pleasure, let him know, 
A*lif I have done him any infmj, T 
«« sorry for it. » Mr. Jenkinsoa took 
Pe»andtnk, and wrote down mysubmis*- 
•ion ae^iy as 1 have expressed . it, to 
^kich I signed my name. My son was em- 
Ployed to carry the letter to Mr. ThornkiU, 
^•m) was then at bis seat in the country. 
^« went, and in ahoMt six hours returned 
^ith a verbal answer. He had some diffi- 
^%#.hes^d, to get a sight of his land^ 



II 



Digitized by Google 



56ft THE fICAR 

lofif m» lh« senraDto w^re insoleiit ibid 
•MHipicioius bot 1^ aeoiden tally saw bim 
«t he was gauoig out upon business, pre- 
^armgifor his mairiage, M^ioh was to- be 
liAithree days. He owiUiracd to inlbrm as, 
AbAt be stept uf in the humblest mann^x, 
.imddeUvinred tht tetter , which when Mf. 
ThotiAiU bad xead, be «aid thattdl sub- 
jQE|is«ioK was no^ top late and unaeces- 
^aty ; tbiK be had beard of our applioatlon 
4^ bis unote, which met with theoootempt 
M doi6«¥ed; £md as for the rest, iha^ all 
ff^wei ap|dica€oQs should be d&reeted tQ 
iii3 alloiiney, not to him. fie observed, 
.bowenrer»tbat as he bad a very good c^i~ 
i>)OB '.ot the jUiscreyon of the tm^ youn( 
4ad^)«, tiiey might bate beea the moot 
afreoable intercessors. 

« Well , Sir, said^tb my fellow^prisoiier, 
9 3rou now iKseof er the temper of the mail 
p who cf>presses me* Ae can at oftoe i)e 
» &oetious and cru^; but let him use tne 
• at lie Will, I shall soon be Iree, in spite 
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m of adJ hto boltft to ir€3lr«ii watn lion now 
» drawkig^ towards an abode that looks . 
1 brigbtfsr as I approach it : this ^pec« 

I tation olie^rs my a01ictioBs; and though 

I I leaye ao helpless family - of orphans 

> behind me, yet they yrUl not be utterly 

> ferfakeii ; iK)me friend, perhaps , will 

> be found to assist them for the sake of 
» their poor father, and some m^y ch^i- 
• tably relieve th^o^ for. the. ssi)^ of their 
» heavenly father. » 

Just ^ I spoke, my wife, whom I, had 
lot seen that day before, app^red with 
Woks of terror, and making effprts, b\it 
QnaUeto speak, i Why, my love, qried, 
f I, wl^ will you tii%^ incre^e my afflic- 
» tions tgr your, own? Whatjt though no, 

> submissions qiip turn our sev^r^ master,, 

> though he ha# doomed me to die in this, 
» place of wretchedness, and though >ve, 

> have lost a darling child, yet still you wil\ 
» ^ndcomlf^in your oth?ri5^|14ro» whien 
» I rfiaU b^ w WPrPf rr We have ip^eed. 
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> lost 5 returned she^ a darling child! Mj 
i Sophia, my dearest, is gone, Vnatched 
» from us, carried off by ruffians! » 

c How, Madam, cried my fellow-pri- 
» soner , Miss Sophia carried offby villains? 
» sure it cannot be ! t> 

She could only answer with a fixed look 
and a flood of tears. But one of the pri- 
soners* wives, who was present, add 
came in with her , gave us a more distinct 
account: she informed us, that, as mj 
Wife, my daughter, and herself, were 
taking a walk togedier on the great road 
a little way out of the village, a post-chaiso 
and four drove up to them and instancy 
stopt. Upon which a well-dressed man, 
but not Mr. Thornhill, stepping out, 
clasped my daughter rnund the waist , andy 
forcing her in, bid the postillion drive 
on, so that they were out of sight in ^ 
moment* 

• Now, cried I, the sum of my mlserien 
» is made ^p , nor is It in the power of ;inj 
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p tbing on earth to give me another pang. 
» "What! not one left I not to leave me 
» one I the monster I the child Ihat was 
» next my heart ! she had the beauty of 
» an angel, and almost the wisdom of an 
» angel. But support that woman , nor let 
9 her fall. Not to leave me one! — Alas! 
» my husband, said my wife , you seem to 
» want comfort even more than I : our 
9 distresses are^ great; but I could bear 
3 this and more, if I saw you but easy. 
» They may take away my children and 
9 all the, world , if they leave me but you.* 
My son, who was present, endeavoured 
to moderate our grief; he bade us take 
comfort , for he hoped that we joaight still 
have reason to be thankful. — « My child, 
» cried I , look round the world , and see 
» if there be any happiness left me now. 
» Is not every ray of comfort shut out , 
» wrhile all our bright prospects only lie 
^ beyond the grave? — My dear father » 
» returned he , I hope there is still some- 
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9 things that will give you an interval <^ 
tt satisfaction ; for 1 have a letter from my 
» brother George. —"What of him, chOdP 

• interrupted I : does he know our mi- 

• sery ? I hope my boy is exempt from any 

• part of what his wretched family suffers? 

• — Yes, Sir, returned he : he is perfectly 

• gay, cheerful, and happy. His letter 
» brings nothing but good news; he is the 
» favotirite of his colonel, who promises 
> to procure him the very next lieutenancy 
D that becomes vacant. » 

« Aikd are you sure of all this? cried my 
tfi wife; are you sure that nothing ill has 
» befallen my boy? — Nothing indeed, 
» Mafdam , returned my son ; you shall see 
» the letter, which will give you the highest 
» pleasure; and if any thing Can procure 
» you couifort, I aui sUre thdt will. —But 
» are you sure, still repeated she, that 
» the letter is frdni Umself , and tiiat h6 
-» is really so happy P —^ Yes , Madam » 
» replied he,'it U ceifainly his, and hb 
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» vill one 4^y be the credit and, tbe 9ilp* 
» port of our family I — Then I tbank^ 
» Providence, cried she, that m|;k3t letter 
1 to him has miscarried. Yes^ my dear* 

• continued she, turning to: me,. I M^Ul 
» now confess, th^J; though the han^. of 
» heaven i& s<»rt upoi^ us in other in^nc^r 
» it has been fayourabie here. By the Msl 
>. letter I wrote my son, which wa» In th*^ 
» bitterness of anger, I de^red him^^u^Qi^ 
9, his mother's blessing , and i£ h ^ had tj^e 
» heart pf a main, to see justiQe don^ hi% 
», father and sister, and avenge onrcaiAfe* 
», But, thanks be to him whe^, direct* ^ 
» things, it has miscarried, and I a^ at^ 
» rest. — Woman , cried I , thou hast done 
» very iU, and at an0Cbe)r time' my re- 
», pioacbes might haye bejen more ^Tcre* 
»-0b! what a tremendous gulpb bast thou. 
n e$ci]4^9 th^t woidd have buried b^th 
n thee and htm in endless ru^ ! ProV:i^ 
y diQoee, indeed, hag here beep binder. to 

• m thM we.^ oiir«olve». Itbaftjli^l^^ 
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» that son to be tibe father and protector 
» Qf my children' When I shall be awaj. 
i< How unfostly did I complain of beiii^ 
»- fttr^t of every eemibrt, when stiH I hear 
n that he is happy and iasensiUe of our 
» afflictions , slill kept in reserve to support 
» his widowed mother 9 and to protect ins 
B. brothers and sist^v I But what sisters 
^ has he left? he has no sisters bow ; diey 
» are all ^ne, robbed fr^nn me, and I am 
ii undone. — Father, interruptod my son, 
» Ibeg you wiUgive me leave to read Us 
3» letter; I know it will please you. » IIpoo 
which, with my permission, he read ar 
follows : 

^Honoured Sir> . 
• « I have called offmy imagination a few 
» moments from the pleasures that $ok^ 
» round me, to fix it upon ^l^eets that 
» are stiUmore pleasing, tlie dear lirt© 
» .fire-side at home. My fancy draws that 
» hannlesi groi:^ as Ustetung to etery 
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^ MtoMii^ with gr^t^oi^ipoiarf. 1 1^. 
» ikose fa^QSi wUh de]%)i(y ^tuch. me^ter 
»Jdt thjR defem^s^hand of anibiticm 0r^ 
4,,^f«6s ! But. wl^l^vev your b^ppioess, 
V Bsaj4)e at kf^t, I am. sure it ffid be^ 
» some additioii' to it^ to hoar that I am, 
» perCeeIfy .pleaisedwitb my mluation^ and 
ifevary wdy.haps^lieire. , 

» Our r^imeiit is.^uiiteraiaoded^^ and 

> knot to leave therUngdom. Theeolonel^ 
» who profewea himself my friend > takes 
« me with him to all companies where he 
» is acquainted; and after my first Visit, I 
A.generally find myself received with in- 
» creased respect upon repeating it. I 

> da«ced last night with lady G.......... 

> and, could I forget you know whom , t 
» might be perhaps successful. But it is 

> my fate stiU to remember others, while 
» I am myself forgotten by most of my 
» ;d)sent friends; and in this number, t 
^ fear. Sir, that I must' consider you, for 
^Ibav^loni^ expcK^ted the pleasure of a 
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9 letter from home to m parpMe. Olit^ 

• and Sophia too promts^ to wiir«, but 
» seem to kave filrgotten me. Veil Ai&m 
i they are two arrant Mt^ bag^ages^ ami 

• that I am this moment in a most Tntdenf 
« passion wifli them; yet stiU, I know 
« not how, though I want to hhist^ » 
» little, my heart is respondent oiily t^ 
ff softer emotions. Itien tell Ihem, Sir, 
« that after all, I lo^ethem affectionately, 
» and ht assured of my erer remaining * 

» Tour dutiful son. » 

c In all our miseries, cried I, what 
» thanks have we not to return , that on« 
» at leaii^t of our &miily is exempted from 
» what we suffer! Heaven be his guard, 
'n anokeep my boy thus happy to be th# 
» support of his widowed mother, and 
B the father of these two babes, which is 
» all the patrimony I can now bequeath 
» him I May he keep their innocence from 
» the temptations of want, and bo thdr 
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» .MPiducUir ia tbe paiWof lioii»ur I » I 
fatfid scarce said these words, yfb&at a 
nmae, l^e that of a tumult^ seemed to 
fsoceed fr<mi the prison Mow; it died 
away socm after , and a plaiikiag of fetters 
was heard along the passage that led to 
iQay apartment. The keeper of the prison 
entered^ holding a man all bloody, wounds 
f^f and filtered with the heayi^t irons. 
I looked .with compastion on the wretch 
as he approached me, hnt with horror 
idiea I found it was my own son. — «r My 
» Ge^^e I my George ! and do I bdiold 

> Aee thus ! Wounded r fettered ! Is this 
» thy happiness ! Is this the manner you 
» return to me I O that this sight could 
» break my heart at once , and let me die! » 

« Where, Sir, is your fortitude? retum- 
», ed my son with an intrepid voice. I must 
t suffer, my life is forfeited, and let them 

> take it; it is my last happiness that I have 
» committed no miurder, though I have 
^ lost all h^MBs of pardon. » : . 
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I tried loreBtraki my passions for a few 
mkiutM in silence, but I ^oagkt I AtnM 
have died with the effort. — t O my boy, 

• my heart weeps to behold thee thtis, 

♦ and I cannot , -cannot help it. In th6 
n moment that I thought thee blest, and 

* prayed for thy safety, to behold the* 
^ thus again ! chained , wounded 1 And 
» yet the death of the youtfifal is happy. 
i» But I am old, a very old man, aildhave 
» lived to see this day ; to see my chfldrefi 
» aH xmtimely falling about me, Svhilel 
» eontinue a Wretched survivor in the 
» mi^st of ruin ! Hay %tll the curses that 
» ever sunk & soul> fall heavy upon the 
» murderer of my children ! May he live, 
» like me, to see — y 

f Hold , Sir, replied my son , or I shaH 
» blush for thee. How, Sir, forgetful rf 
> your age, your holy c^ling^ thus to 
9 arrogate the justice of heaven, and fliiiS 
»^ those curses upward that mtist soon 
» descend to crush. Ay ' ownr grey hod 
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» trith dertru^i<m! Nd, 1^, let it be 
9 your care now to lit rae . for that vile 
1 deatk I^must shortly sufiVir, to arm me 
a withli(^- and ./^sohiMon, to gi^e me 
» oouraf^ to drink oftliat b^emcss ^hieh 
1 most ahorliy be my portion. > 

« My child , you mu^ not die : I asa 
ft gupe nyo offence of tliine can cleserVe^so 
» ^Yile aipunishment. My. George eo«iicbiie'« 

> ver be gt^Uy of any crime to^midLehi^ 
« ancestors adiamed of him. > 

itMine^ 8ir> returned my soo^ is^ I 
» iear^ an un^^dimahle onet When I 
i reeeived my mother's letter from home ^ 
» J immediately came doNvn, determined 
9- to punish. Ae betrayer of our honour ^ 

> and sent him an order to meet toe, 
» which he aotswered^ not in person ^ but 
» 1^ dispatching foiEur^of his domestics to 
^ swe me. I wounded one who first as- 
» saulted me? and I fear desperately; but 
» the restmadle me their prisoner. The 
ft coward is. d^erm^ned to j>ut the law in 
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» eteeutioii againrt me : tke proofe art 
» undeniable; I havm sent a chaUenge; 
» and as I am the fiirst transgressor iipoa 
» the statute, I see no.lic^^ of pardon. 
» Hat you have often charmed me wUb 
» your lessons of fortitude; let me now^ 
» Sir, find than in your ezaimple. » 

« And, my son, you riiall find them. I 
» am now raised above this world, and all 
» the pleasures it can produce. F^r^ this 
» moment I break from my heart all the 
» ties that held it down to e^urth, and 
» will prepare to fit us bnoth for eternity. 
» Yes, my son , I will point out the way, 
» and my soul shall guide yours in the 
» sMcent^ for we will take our flight to- 
il^ gether. I now seoy and am convinced, 
» you can expect no pardon here, and I 
» can only exhort jeu to seek it at thiatt 
» greatest tribunad where we both shall 
» shortly answer. But let us not be nig- 
» gardly im our exhortatlcm , let all our 
» foUowrprisoneiss bav« a share. Good 
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• gaoler, let ^em be p^emitled to sUadl 
» here ,. while Iallempttoiinprevetbem.» 
Tbas saying » I made an effort to rice from 
mjstrawy'lnit wanted ^rengtk, and was 
Mb only U^ recUne against the wall^ Hie 
foisoQers aseemUed according to my .di- 
rections » for they loTed.lo hear my coun- 
sel; Bsy son and his motier support^ me 
ea either sMe; I looked , and saw tbaf 
Aooe were wsoMhig, and then addressed 
Ihem wkh the fbUowing exhortation. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

The equal dealings of Providence de^ 
monstrated with regard to the happy 
and the miserahie here ifeiow. That 
from the nature of pleasure and pain, 
the wretched must he repaid the hor- 
lance of their sufferings in the life 
hereafter. 

« JMt friends, my children, and fellow- 
*«^ferers, jidien I reflect on the distri- 



oy Google 



B76 ' TBE TICAU 

bttticm of ^ood and evil here below^ I find 
tiiftt much has been p^em man to ei^oyy 
yel^tiUmore^o suffer. Though wesfaouM 
examine the wh<^ world, we riiaM not 
find dne man so happy as to have iiothhig 
lelt to wish for; tmt we daUy see thensaLnds 
who fay soicide shew us <liey have no^ 
tiikig left to hopS. In this life then U s^ 
pears Chat we cannot be entirely Hert^ 
bue yet we may be oomj^etely miseraUe. 
» V^hy man should thus, feel pain ^ why 
our wretohedness should be recfui^ite ia 
the formation of vmiversal felieity? why, 
when all other systems are made perfect 
by the perfection of theit subordinate 
parts, the great system should require for 
its perfection , parts that are not only 
subordinate to others, but imperfect in 
thems^ves ? These are questions that 
never can be. explained, and might be 
useless if known. On this subject Provi^ 
dence has thou^t fit to elude our curio* 
si^^ satisfied with granting ua-motives. to 
consolation. 
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' w Jjk fi^siivkaticitkf man has called io 
the firien Ay assistaBce of philosophy ; and 
Itear^Oy seeing the incapacity o( that to 
conaoto him ^ has given him the aid .of 
seUgimik The consolations of philosophy 
ate very amusing , bnt often f^lacious. II 
l^b us 9 that life is filled with comfcnrtSy if 
we will hut enjoy them; and^ on the 
oAer h»nd ,- that though we iftnavoidaUy 
have mismes herevhfe is shorty and they 
will soon, be over. Thus do these conso- 
' lations destroy each other arfor if life is a 
place of' comfort, its shortness must be 
aaisery; and if it be long, our griefs are 
pF^racted. Thus philosc^hy is weak ; but 
religion comforts in an higher strain. 
Man is here, it tells us, fitting up hij» 
mind, and preparing it for another abode. 
When ^e good man leaves ithebo^y? and 
Is all a glorious min<^ he will find he has 
been making hi m self a heaven of happi^ 
ness h^«; while * the wretch that has 
}>een naeumed an^ c<^taminated by his 
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irtcesy shrinks from hisbodj ^wilh; terror, 
ftiid finds tliat he has sMlMpated the ven* 
|;eaace of heaven. To religion Uidn we most 
hold, in every chreirmstance of Itfe, for 
oar truest comfert; for if already we are 
happy, it is a pleasure to think thai we 
l^an make that happiness tmendia^, and 
if we are miserable, it is very eonsoling^lo 
think that there is a place of rest. Thns, 
to the fortunate^ religion holds out a coBti* 
nuance of bliss; to the wretched , a change 
from pain. '* 

» But though religion is very kind to all 
men, it has promised peculiar rewards to 
the unhappy; the sick, the' naked, 'the 
houseless, the heavy-laden, and Ae pri- 
jsoner , have ever tnost frequent promises 
in our sacred law. The authoi? of our reli- 
gion every where professes himseff tbe 
wretch's friend, and, unlike the false ones 
of this world, bestows all his caresses 
upon the forlorn. The unthinking bare 
censured ft is as partiality , as a prefere^«?t, 
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without ndyerit to desmrv6 it. But thdy 
Bever reikcity that it iA nol in the power 
even of heaven itself to make ^e otkr of 
onoeairing fixity as great a gift to the 
happy as to the miserable, l^o the first y 
eleroity .is but a. single blessing, since at 
mostrit but increases what thej already 
possess. To the latter, it is ^a .double iwb* 
vantage^ for it dimini^s their pain here, 
and rewards theia with heavenly bliss 
hereafter. 

» ButPrevideneeis in another respect 
kinder to the poor than to the rich ; for 
as it thus makes the life. after death more 
desirs^ky so it smooths the passage there. 
Yhe wi^tdied hiave had a long familiarity 
with every face ci terror. The man of sor* 
rows lays himself /{vtietly down, with no 
possessions to regret, and bnol few ties to 
ilQj^ Ihs dqiartisre c be Ibels oi^ly nature^s 
pdngtn the final S(»parajlion', and this is 
tto way. greater ihaa be has often faiti|ed 
under before; lor irftev a .ce|rt0in fdtigree 
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of pain, every nem hteadk that deadk 
opens in the oonstHuliooy nature, lidndly 
eovers with inaensibMlily. 

M Thus ProTideoee has ftfen the wifitcb- 
ed two advattt^^^ over the happj in tiiis 
life , greater feUdty in^ dyin^ , and ia hea- 
ven all that sup^^ority of pleasure vrtiioh 
arises from' cont»a9t^ enjoynaent And 
this superiority, my friends , is no small 
advantage 9 and seems to be. one of the 
pleasures of the poor msLU in the parahle^ 
for though he was ^ready in heaven , and 
felt em the raptures it eould give, yet it 
was menttOnedy as an addition ta his hap- 
piaess», that he had once been wreldiedy 
aiid now was comforted; ,Aatt he haJ 
hnown what ttwas to be mtseraUe^ and 
now felt what it waai to^ happy. . 

» Thvis , my friends , you see refigion 
does what phUOsOjiby could nevigr db : il 
«hews:the equal ^lealii^ of h^veni& die 
happy and the unhdp^ , mtd levi^ all 
bum^A enjoyments to niearly the same 
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sfandard. It pves lo both rich and poor 
tbe siune happiness hete^er, and ^ual 
hopes to aspire after it ; bttt if the rich 
have the advantage of enjoying pleasure 
her<e , the poor have the endless sali^c^ 
tion of knowing what it vms once to be 
Imserable^ when crowned with endless 
felicity hereafter ; and even though this 
should be oaUed a small advantage, yet^ 
b^ng an •eternal one^ it must mAe up 
by duration what the temporal happiness 
of the great may have exceeded bf intense- 
Bess. 

» These are therefore the consolations 
which the wi^tched have peculiar V 
themselves, and in which they are above 
the rest of mankind: In otliet respects they 
sate below them« They who w^uld know 
tbe miseries of tl^ poor, must see life 
and endure it. To declaim im the temporal 
advantages they en}oy, is only repeating 
what none either believe or practise. The 
men who have the nc^ssavies ef li^ng' 
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tare odt poor, and they who wmil them 
must be mtserable. Yes, my friends ^ we 
mast be miserable. No vain efforts of a 
refined imagiiiation can sooth the wants 
of natmre, can give dastic sweetness to 
the dark vapour- of a dungeon , or ease to 
the throUiii^ of a liroLen heart Let the 
philosophy, from his couch id sofkness, 
tell us we can resist all these. Alas! the 
effort by which, we resist them is still ^ 
greatest pam. Death is sl%ht, and any 
man may sustain it; but torments are 
dreadful , and tl^se no man can endure. 
» To us then , my friends, the pnmiises 
of h^qpfpiness in heaven should> be pec«- 
liarly dear : for if otir reward be in tthis 
life alone, ^e are then indeed of aU men 
the most miserable. When I look round 
these gloomy walls , made to terrify? ^ 
well as to confine us ; tlUs light , that only 
serves to diew the horrors of the place; 
those shackles , that tyranny has imposed ^ 
or crinde oiade necessary; when I survey 
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dtese emaciated looks, and heav tho«e 
groai^s, O^ my friends, what a jg^ofious 
•xcfaange would heaTen be for these ! To 
fly through regions unconfined as air^ to 
bask in the sunshine of eternal Uiis^ to 
carol orer endless hymns of praise, to 
have no master to threaten or insult us, 
but the form of Goodness himself for ever 
in our ey«s; when I think of these Uiings, 
d^th becomes the messenger of vei^ 
giadtid^s; when I think o^ these Aings, 
hh> sharpest arrow, becomes the staff of 
my support; when I think of these things^, 
what is tiiere in life worth having? when 
I think of these things, what is there that 
dioulii- not be spurned away? Kings in 
their ftthices should groan for such ad* 
vamtages; but we, humbled as we- are ^ 
should yiearn for them. 

» And shall these things be ours? Ours 
they will certainly be, if we but try for 
them; and, what is a comfort, we ace 
shut • out .from many temptations that 
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WMdd retard oar, pursuiu Only Jet. u» 
try for them 9 and they will certainly be 
•urs; and, ^at is stiU a com&Nrt, shortly, 
too : for if we IooJl back on past life, it 
appeaos bat a tery shc»t span , and wliat* 
ever we may think of the rest of life, it 
wiU yet be found of less duration: as'wci 
grow older , the days seem to grow shorter , 
and our intunacy vr^th time ever lessens 
the perception of his stay. Then let us 
take comfort 'nciW9 for we ^udl spon be 
al our journey's end; we shall soon lay 
down the heavy tmrden laid by heavei^ 
upon us ; and though death , the onl]^ 
friend of the wretched, for a little while 
mocks the weary traveller with tjb^ viewx 
and, like the horicon, still iUe^befora 
him 9 "yet the iime will certainly and 
shorly come , when we shall cease froni 
our toil; when the Iw^urious great onei 
of the wosld irtiall ,n^ m^e tread us to 
the earth ; when we shaU think wiA 
pleasure on our suffieringft b^ov^; whet 
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We shall h6 surrounded wiUi all <mr 
frfends, dr Buch asdesa:i^doiirfrienddiip$ 
iBrhen our bli» riiall be unutterable, and 
ilHIl y t^ crown all , unending^. 

CHAP. XXX. 

jBtappier prospects iegin to appear. Let 
us he inftecbitte , and fortune will a$ 
' iast ctiiinge in our favour. 

W ffldr I bad thus finished, and my au-* 
di^ce was retired, the gaoler, who wai 
one of the most humane of his profession , 
hoped I would not be diipleased , as what 
he did was but his duty , observing that 
he must be olrfiged to remote my^son into 
4 stronger cell , but that he should b^ 
{lermilfed to visit me every morning. I 
thanked him for his clemency, and grasps 
ing my boy*s hand, bade him farfew^l, 
and be ndndful of the great duty that was 
before him. 
I again, theref<H*e, laid me down, and 
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one of my )itt)e odos sat by my bed-«Ue 
ceadiag, when Mr. JenluDson enteringy 
Informed me that tkerewas news otmj 
daughter; for thai she was seen hj a 
person about two hours before 5 in a 
strange gentleman's ccmipany, and that 
they had stopped at a neighbouring Tillage 
for refreshment, and seemed aa if return* 
iag to town. He had scarce delivered thii 
news 9 when the gaoler came , with loob 
of haste and pleasure, to inform me thai 
my daughter was found. Moses came toi- 
fufig in a moment after, crying out that 
bis sister Sophy was below , and cominf 
up- w^^ Pui* ^^ fHepd Mr. Burohell. 

Ju/it as h^ ddivered this new9> mj 
dearest girl entered, and, with looks al- 
most wild with .pleasure, ran to 1^S0 JO€ 
in a transport of affection. Her mother*! 
tears and silence alao shewed her pkarore* 
-^ «Here, papa , cried the charming girly 
> here is the brave man to whom I owe my 
» delivery; to this gentleman's intrepidityl 
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* laiiiiindebtedforniyhappine^andiBafety.* 
A IliU from Mr. Butchell^ ^ose pleasure 
feemed even f^ater than hers , inter-* 
ropted inrhat ^sfae was going to add. 

« Ah , Mr. Bdrchc^, cried 1^ tbis is but 
1 a wretched habitation you now find 
i us fn; and Hf^ are now very different 
A froim what yoti last saw us. You were 
» ever our friend: we havelong^scovered 
» our errors with riegard to you 5 and re^ 

> pented of our big^atitude. After the vile 
» usage you then veceived at my hands 9 

> I am almost ashamed to behold your 
9 face; yet I hope you'U forgive me, as 
» I was deceived ' bf a |yise ungenerous 
» wretch 9 who , under the mask of friend* 
» diipv has undone me; • t 

« It is iihpossible 5 replied Mr. BurcheU, 

> that I should forgive you> as you never 
» deserved my resentments I partly saw 

> your delu^n then; and as it was out 
» of my power to restrMn, I coi:dd only 
» pity it. » 
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. « It was ever my eoajecUire^ eried*I) 
» that your mind was noble; but now I 

• find i% so. But tell me, my dear child, 
» how hast thou been relieved^ or who 

• the ruffian^ were who. carried thee a- 
9 way? » . 

c Indeed, Sir^ replied ^e, as to th« 
» villain who cjuried me off , I am yet 
» ignorant. For^ as fl^y mamma, and I 
» were walking out, h^ came behind us, 
» and , almost before I could call for 
» hel|>, forced me into ^b^ post-chaise, 
ft and in an instant the horses drove 
1 away« I met several on the road, to 
ft. whom I crie^out ,for assistance; but 
ft they disreg^ded my entreaties. In the 
ft mean time, the ruffian bimself used 
ft every art to biAder me from crying out : 
ft be flattered and threatened meby tums» 
» and swore jlhat if I ^ntinued but silent, 
a he intended ao h^^. In the mean 
ft time 1 had broken the canvas that he 
ft had drawn up , and whom should I 
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> peroeive at some distance hut your old 
» Mend Mr. Burchell, walking along with 
tt'liis usual swiftnen, with the great stick 
i for which we used so much to ridicule 
» him. As soon as we came within hear- 
» ing, I called out to him by name, and 

> entreated his help. I repeated my excla- 

> mations several times , upon which , 

> with a very loud vo^ce, he bid the postil- 

• Hon stop; but the boy took no notice^ but 

> drove on vdth still greater speed. I now 
>' thought he ootdd never overtake us , 

• wien^ in less than a minute 5 I saw Mr. 

> Burcheli come running up by the side 

> of the horses 9 knd^th one blow knock 
>' the pbfttillion to the ground. The horses, 
V when he was fallen , soon stopped of 
B themselves , and the ruflSan stepping 
B Out, with oaths and menaces drew his 

> sword, and ordered hkn at his peril to 

> retire ; but Mr. BurcheB running up , 
9 shivered his Word to pieces, and then 
» pursued him^ for near a quarter of a 
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» mile; but he made hi^ escsye. I was at 
» this time come out myself , willing to 
» assist my deliverer; hi^the soon return^ 
» to me in triumph. The poslillion, wl|0 

• was recovered, was g9ing to make bis 
» escape too; but Mr. Burehell ordered 
». him at his peril to mount a^in, and 
» drive back to town» Finding it iiQpos- 

• sible to resist, he reluctantly complied » 
» though the wound he had received seem- 
» eAf to me at least, to be dangerous, fle 
» continued to complain of the pain a# me 
» drove along , so that he at last excited 
» U. Burcbeil's compassion, who, at nqr 

• request, exchanged him for another at 
> an inn where we called on our return. > 

c ,WelcomQ then , cried I , my chBd; 
» and thoui her gallant deliverer, a thon- 
» san.d welcomes. Though pur ch^r is bat 
» wretched, yet our hearts are ready to 
» receive you. And now, Atr. Burchell, as 
n you have delivered no^ girl , il you thini 
».her s^M^QQVfkQcm^t she i» jourt; if jw» 
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> ban stoop to an alliance with a family 

• 80 poor as mine, take her, obtain her 

• consent 9 as I know you have her hearty 
» and yoa have mine. And let me tell you, 
1 Sir, that I give you no small treasure? 

> die has been celebrated for beamy , it 
i • IS true; but that is not my meanings I 

t give you up a treasure in her mind. » 
«Bnt I suppose. Sir, cried Mr. Bur-« 

• diett, that you are apprixed of my cir- 
» cnnistahoes , and of my incapacity to 
t support her as she deserves. * 

« If your present objection, replied I, 

• be meant as an evasion of my oiSer, I 
ft desist : but I know no man so worthy 
ft to deserve her as you ; and if I could 
ft ^Ve her thoiisands / and thousands 
ft sought her frpm me , yet my honest 
ft brave Burchell should be my dearest 
ft dioice. » 

To all this his silence alone seemed to 
ghre a^m6rtilying refusal, and, without 
the Uiaist tephf to my ofibr, he demanded 
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if wc could not be furnished with refimli- 
menls from the next inn; to which hdB|^ 
answered in the affirmative » he ordered 
then^ to send in the best dinner that coidd 
be provided upon such short notice. E% 
bespoke also a dozen of their best vrine, 
and some cordials for me; adding wi& a 
smile, that he would stretch a little hr 
once 9 and, though in a prison, asserted 
he was never better disposed to be merry. 
The waiter soon made his appearance 
with preparations for dinner; a taUe was 
lent us by. the gaoler, who seemed remail- 
ably assiduous; the wine was dispoitd 
in order , and two very well drest dishef 
were brought in« 

My daughter had not yet beard of her 
poor brother's melancholy sitaati<m, and 
we all seemed unwilling to damp her 
cheerfulness by the relation. Bvi^ it was ia 
vain that I attempted to a(^eai^ cheecfoi; 
the circumstances of my unfortunate SM 
broke through aU efforts to diMemUe^ » 
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jthal I was at last obliged to damp our ' 
aurth by relating his misfortunes, and 
wishing tiliat he might be permitted to 
•hare with us in this little intenral of satis- 
&ctten. After my guests were recovered 
from. the consternation my account had 
produced 5 I requested also that Mr. Jen- 
klnsoB) a fellow-prisoner, might be ad- 
mitted, and the gaoler granted my request 
with an air of unusual submission. The 
clanking of my son's irons was no sooner 
heard along the passage, than his sister ran 
ioipatiently to meet him; while Mr. Bur- 
chelly in the mean time , asked me if my 
»D*8 name was George; to wbioh replying 
«ithe affirmative , he still continued silent. 
As soon as my boy entered the room, I 
ccndd perceive he regarded Mr. Burcfaell 
with a look of astonishment and reverence. 
• Gome oo , cried I, my son : ' though we 
9 are fellen very low, yet Providence has 
» beeu pleased to grant us some smaU 
•- rdlaxatloii from pain. Tby si^or is re- 
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» Btored to us, and Uie?e ish^ delifenr : 
» to that brave man it is thatl am inddbtied 
» for yet having; a daughter; give him 9 
» my boy, the hand of friendship; bt 

> deserves our warmest ^atitude. » 

My son seemed all this while regardless 
of what I said , and still continued fixed at 
a respectful distance. -^ « My dearbrothery 
9 cried his sister, why don't you thank my 

> good deliverer? the brave should «r«r 
» love each other. » 

He still continued his silence and aslo- 
nbhment, till our guest at last perceived 
himself to be known , and , assuming all 
his native digni^^ desired my son to come 
forward. Never before had I seen aoy 
thing so truly mafestic as the air he as- 
sumed upon this occasion. The greatest 
object in the universe, says a certaia | 
philosopher, is a good man struggling with 
adversity ; yet there is stiU a greater , which | 
Is the good man that comes to relieve it 
After he had regarded my son lor some 
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^me with a superior air : «I again find, 

* said he 9 unthinking boy 5 that the ^ame 
» crime — » But here he was interrupted 1^ 
one of the gaoler^s pervants^ who came to 
inform us that a person of distinction , 
who had driven into town with a chariot 
and several attendants, sent his respects 
to the gentleman that was with us, and 
begged to know when he ^ould think 
proper to be waited upon. -^ « lid the 

> fellow wait, cried our guest, till I shall 
» have leisure to refeeive him; » and then 
turning to my son: « I again find. Sir, 

> proceeded he, that you are guHly of the 
» same offence for which you once had 

> my reproof, and for which the law is 
» now preparing its justest punishments. 
» You imagine, perhaps, that a contempt 
» for yotftr own life gives you a right t6 
» 4ake that of another : but where, Sir, 
» is the difference between a daeliist who 
1 hazards a life of no value, and the 

• murderer who acts with greater security? 
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% is it any diminution of the gamester^ 
1 fraud , when he alledges that he h^ 
» staked a counter. » * 

tt Alas, Sir, cried I, whoever you arc, 
» pity the poor misguided creature; for 
» what he has done was in obedience to a 
» deluded mother, who, in the bitterness 
» of her resentment, required him upon 
» her blessing to avenge her quarrel 
» Here, Sir, is the letter, which will serve 
» to convince you of her imprudence, and 
1 diminish his guilt. » 

He took the letljer, and hastily read U 
over. « This, says he, though not a perfei^t 
» excuse , is such a palliation Qf his fault 
» as induces me to forgive him. And now, 
» Sir, 1 continued he , kindly taking my 
son by the hand , « I see you are surprised 
i at finding me here; but I have ofteo 
» visited prisons upon occasions less inter- 
» esting. J am now come to see iustice 
» done a worthy man,, for whom I have 
» the most sincere esteem. I have 1od|^ 
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'» been a disguised spectatorof tby felher^s' 
» benevolence. I have at his little dwelling 
» enjoyed respect uncontaminated by 
••flattery 9 and have received that hap- 
» piness that courts could not give 5 from 
» the amusing simplicity round his iire^ 
B Side. My nephew ha^been apprized of my 
9 intentions of coming here^ and I find 
» is arrived; it would be wronging hhn 
•^ and you to condemn him without exami« 
> nation : if there be injury, there shall 
i be redreiBs; and this I may say without 
» boasting , that none have ever taxed'the 
i injusljice 6f Sir William Thomhilt. » 

"We now found the personage whom we 
had so long entertained as an harmless- 
amusing companion^ was no other than 
the celebrated Sir inrilltaniThornhill, to 
whose virtues and singularities s^droe any 
were strangers: The poor Mr. Burehell was* 
in reality a man of large fortune-and great 
interest, to whom senates Kstened With 
Kpplause^ aadwhom party heard with co»- 

la . 
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yioiion; who wa» the friend of his countrj", 
but loyal V> his king. My poor wife, re- 
cottecling her former familiarity, seemed 
to shrink with ap{Mrehension ; but Sophia, 
who a few moments before thought him, 
her oyn, now perceiving the immense 
distance to which he was removed by 
fortune, was unable to conceal her tears. 

« Ah, Sir, cried my wife, with a piteous 
» aspect, how is it possible that I can 
» ever have your forgiveness? the sH^tts* 
» you received from me the last time I 
» had the honour of seeing you at our 
» house, and the jokes which I audad-. 
» ously threw out« these jokes. Sir, I fear 
» can never be forgiven. » 
. a My dear good lady, returned he with 
» a smile, if you had your joke, I had my 
» answer : I'll leave it to all the company 
» if mine were not as good as yours. To 
» say the truth , I know nobody whom I 
» am disposed to be angry with at present 
• but thefdlow who so frighted my little 
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> girl here. I had not even time to ena^ 
» mine the rascal's person so as tq cte-, 
11 sqribe him in an advei;ti^ei|ient. Ca^ 
» you tell me 9 Sophia^ my dear^ whether 
» you should know him again « » 

« Indeed, Sir, replied she^ I can't be 
» positive; yet now J recollect he had a 
» large mark over one of his eye-brows* 
» -r- 1 ask pardon, Madam* i^ten;upled 
» Jenkinson,who wasby, but be so good 
» as to inform me if the fellow wore hi|^ 
9 own red hair? -^ Yes, I think so, cried 
» Sophia. -^ And did your honour ,1 con^ 
» tinned he , turning to Sir William , 
» observe the length of his legs? ^ I can't 
» be sure of their length , cried the Bar 
% ronet , but I arn convinced of ^eir swift- 
» ness; for he totran me, which is what 
» I thought few men in the kingdonot could 
» have done. — Please your honour, cried 
i» Jenkinson, I know the man : it Js cer- 
nrtainly the same ; the hest riinner in 
» England ; he has beaten Pinwjke of 
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» Kevrcaslle : TimothyBaxter ishisname; 
fl I know him perfectty, and the very 
r place of his retreat this moment. If 
» your honour will bid Mr. Gaoler let 
» two of his ttien go with me, Til engage 
i to produce him to you in an hour at 

* farthest. » Upon this the gaoler was call- 
ed, who instantly appearing. Sir "William 
demanded if lie knew him. c Yes , please 
» your honour, replied the gaoler, I know 

* Sir William Thornhill well,- and every 
t body that knows any thing of him , will 

* desire lo know more ofhim.— WeUthen , 
» said the Baronet , my request is , that 
» you win perniil this man and two of 
» your servants to go upon a message by 
n my authority, atid, mI am in the com- 
» mission of the peac^^T undertake to 
)» secure you. — Your promise is suffi- 
» cient, replied the other, dnd you miay 
» at a minute's warning s^nd them over 
i» £ng]an4[ whenever your honour Ainks 
> fit. » ■ - . 
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In pursoaiice of the gaoler's compliance^ 
Jenkinson was di^atched in search o{ 
Timothy Baxter^ while we weve amused) 
with the susid^uity of our youngest hoy 
Bill, who had just coHiei ,in and plimbed 
up to Sir WlUiaiii^s neck in order to kiss 
hini« His mother was immediately going 
to chastise his familiarity ; l^ut the worthy 
man prevented her, and taking the child, 
all ragged ap }ie wast upon l^is kn^e a 
« What, Bin, you ch^b1]iy rogiie, cried he, 
» do yqu remenaber yoi^r old friend Bur^ 
» chell? AndI)i<^,too, |ny honest veteran^ 
» are you here? you shall iin4 I have not 
» forgot you. » So saying, he gave each a 
large piece of gingerbread, which the 
poor fellows eat very heartily, as they had 
got that morning but a very scanty 
breakfast. • 

' We now sat down to dinner, which was 
^)most cold; but previously, my arm still 
continuing painful, Sir William wrote a 
[frescription^ for he had made the stod^ 
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of phyftic his amusement, and was ixiore 
tBan moderately dLtlled in the professioti : 
this bein^«ent to an apothecary "who Kved 
ki ^e place , my arm was dr^|sed, and I 
found almost instantaneous relief. We 
inrere wkiteJ "upon at dinner by the gaoto 
himself, ^o vras wiHing to do our guest 
all the honour in his power. But before 
we had well cyned, another message was 
brought from his nephew, ^desiring p^- 
miission to appear , in order to vindicate 
his innocence' and honour; with wlttcfa 
reqfuest the BaTmiet complied, and desired 
Mr. ThornbiU to be introduced,. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Former ^enevoUnee now repaid with 
unexpected interest. 

IflE. Thobkbu.!. made bis entrance with«L 
smile, which he seldom wanted, and was 
going to embrace his uncle » which the 



oy Google 



OF WAKEFIELD. 4o5 

^ t^her repulsed ^idi air air of disdain. iNo 

. « fawning , Sir , at present , cried the 

» Baronet with a look of severity , the 

* only way to my heart is by the road of 
» honour ; but here I only.see Gopdplicated 

• instances of falsehood , cowardice^ and 
» oppression^ How is it, Sir, that this 
» poor man , for whom I know you pro^ 

> fessed a friendship, is used thus hardly? 
» His daughter vilely seduced, as a re- 
» compense for his hospitality, and he 
» himself thrown into a prison , perhaps 

> bat for resenting the insult? His son to<^,^. 
» whom you feared to iace as a man — Is it 
« possible , Sir, interrupted his nephew, 

» that my uncle could object that as a 
» cnme, which his repeated instructions 
» alone have persuaded me to avoid? » 

«Your rebuke, cried Sir William, is 
» just; you have acted in this instance 
» prudently' and well, though not quite 
» as your father would have done ;- my 
» brothel* indeed was the soul of honour; 
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,» but tboa -*- yj^By foa har^ acted in this 
•» in^tanqe perfectly r^t, and it has my 
» w^rme^t approbatiqn. o 

c And I hopi^^ saidL h'^ nephew^ tfiat 
> the rest of my condiict will not be foiind 
.9 to deserve ceqsure. I appeared 9 Sirj 
i» with this genjleman^s daughter at stome 
Ji pliK^s pf public amusement; thus^vb^t 
ji was levity ) scan^ai called by a harshgr 
ji n^me, and it wi*s reported that J bad 
4r debauchejdber. l^WAited on her father 
;» in perspn , wilUjig to dear the thing to 
;»; his ^satisfaction^ and hje received pie 
P only with insult ,and abuse. As for the 
» ^est, with regard to his bejng here^'iny 
ii attpriiey and}St^,ward cai? bet^t inforip 
;» you, sksl cominit tjie pi^n^Qi^ent of 
» business entirely to tk^^* Jf Jieih^scpn- 
#. tr^jwttqd debts ^ apd>is unwiUing or even 
,» unable, to pay tixm^j it isthpirbuc|ines9 
»^^ jto >proQeed i» Shjs manner, jand I see 
9 i;io_ l^^dship or ipjii^tjce in .pursuing 
• tl^e mojstleg^l mcM)|o^redreai».» 
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« If this, cried Sir 'William, be as you 
» have stated it , there is nothing Un- 
> pardonable in your offence; and though 
» your conduct might have been more 
n generous in not suffering this gentleman 
» to be oppressed by subordinate tyranny , 
» yet it has been at least equitable. » 

« He cannot contradict a single parti- 
• cular, replied the Squire; I defy him to 
» do so , and several of my servants are 
» ready to attest what I say. Thus, Sir , » 
continued he, fmding that I v^as silent , 
for in fact I could not contradict him , 
«thus. Sir, my own innocence is vip- 
» dicated ; hut though at your entreaty 

> I am ready to forgive this gentleman 
» every other offence, yet his attempts to 
» lessen me in your esteem , excite a 

* resentment that I cannot govern; and 

* this too at a time when his sofi was 

> actually preparing to take away- my 
»hfe:this, I say, was Auch guilt, that 
» I am determined to let the law take its 
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II coiu'se. I have here the challenge that 
9MfBB seat iqe f and two witnesses tp 
^ proTeit; one of my servants has been 
» wouijided dangerously y and evei;! though 
)i mj uncle himself should dis^auade me 5 
9 wjbLlch I know he will not , yet I wiU 
- » see public fustice done » and he shall 
» suffer for it. » . 

« Thou monster, <;ned my wife, hast 
9 thpu not had vengeance enough already 9 
» but naust foy p^or boy feel thy ^uelty ? J 
» hope that good Sir William will protect 
9 u^^ for my son is as innocent as a child^ 
» } Jim sure he w , and never did harm tp 
» man. > 

« Madam,, ^plj^ th^ SP^^ ^^^9l9P^ 
» wishes for his safety are not greater than 
9 n>iiie; butJL am sojcryto find his gM»lf 
9 tooplain^ a^d.ifniypeph^w persists-^? 
BuJt th|^ appjeampce of Jenki^son apd 
the gaoler's two servants now called off 
9up attentiop, ^jrho ^nter^ed hauling in 
? *all fliiMQ, vjBiy genteday d^t, ^4 



Digitized by Google 



OF WAKBFIEID. 407 

ittisweH^ the descripUcm i(b*eady given 
of the ruffiau who had carried off my. 
daughter. — « Here , cried JenJuoson , 
» puIUng bim In, here we have him ; aad 
» if ever there was a candidatelbr Tybum^^^ 
t this is one. » 

Thfi moment Mr. Thomhill perceived 
the prisoner 9 and Jenkinson, who had 
him in custody, be seemed to shrink back 
with terror. His face lieeame pale with 
conscious guilt > and he would have with-p 
drawn ; but Jenkinson , who perceived hisr 
design 9. stopped him. ^r-ff What, Squire^ 
i cried he, are you ashamed of your twa 
» old acquaintances, Jenkinson andBaxI^?: * 
» But this :is the way that all great men 
» forget their friends, though I amrefiojvecj 
» w© will not forget you. Our prisoner 9 
» please your honour, continued he, turn- 

• in^ toSirWlHiam, has already confessed' 
» alL *This is the gentleman reported ta 
» be so dangerously wounded : he declarer 

• that it. was Mr. TfaopihiB- who first put 
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s bim upoii^this affair , that he gave him 
» the clothes he now wears to appear like 
» k gentl^nan, and furni^ed him with 
9 the post-chaise. The plan was laid be- 
» tween &em , that he should carry off 
» the young lady to a place of safety, and 
» that there he should threaten and terrify 
» her ; but Mr. Thornhill was to come in , 
» in the mean time, as if by accident, to 
» her rescue, and -that they should fight 
» awhile, and then he was to run off, by 
9 which Mr. Thovnhill would have the 
» better opportunitjr of gaining her affec- 
» tions himself under the character of her 
^ defender. » 

Sir 'WilHam remembered the coat to 
have been frequently worn by his nephew, 
and all the rest the prisoner himsdf con- 
firmed by a more circumstantial account; 
concluding, tha^.Mr* Thornhill had often 
declared to him that he was in love with 
both sisters at the same time. 

« Heavens 9 cried. Sir WilUam,:what a 
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# viper have I been fostering in tny bosom 1 
» And so fond of public justice too as he 
D seemed to be ! But he shall have it ; secure 
» him , Mr. Gaoler -^ yet hold ^ I fear there 
» is not legal evidence to detain him. » 

Upon this 9 Mr. ThornhiU^ with the Ut-» 

most humility 9 entreated that two such 

abandoned wretches might not be ad-^ 

mitted as evidences against him 9 but that 

his servants should be examined. -^ « Tour 

» servants! replied Sir William; wretch^ 

» call them yours no longer : but c^me^ 

» let u •», hear what those fallows have to 

» say ; let his butler be called. » 

. ' When the butler was introduced, he 

soon perceived by his fotmer master's 

looks that all his power was now oVCin 

« Tell me , cried Sir William sternly , hav3 

» you ever seen your master a^ that 

> fellow dressed up in his clothes in com- 
» pany together ? -^ Yes , please your 

> honour 9 cried the butler , a- thousand 
9 tiines : he was the man that always 
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» brought him his ladies. — How, intep* 
» tupted young Mr. Thornhill, this to my 
9 iaoel — Yes, replied the butler, or to 
» 4ny man's &cc. To tell you a truth, 
» Master Th<M*nhiIl, I never either love4 
B you or liked you, and I don't care if I 
n teU you now a piece of my mind. -^ Now 
a then , oried Jenkinson , tell bis hoaour 
» whether yoO Imow any thing of me. — 
^ I can't say, replied the butler, that I 
» linow much good of you. The night that 
» gentleman's daughter W2^ deluded to 
n our bouse, you were one of tbem. — So 
• then, cried Sir William, I find you 
p have brought a very fine witness to prove . 
» your innocence : thou stain to buma- 
» miy ! to associate with such wretchesi 
» But ( continuing bis examination ) you 
» teUme, Mr. Butler, that this was the 
» pl^rson who brought bim tbis old gen- 
» tleman's daughter. —No, please your 
p honour, iveplied the butler, he did not 
^ bring her , for tb^ Squire hiixLself unfier^ 
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t took that buginess; but he brought th« 
» priest that pretended to marry them* 
» — It is but too true 5 cried Jenkinson^ I 
« cannot depy it ; that was the emplojrment 
> assigned to me> and I confess it to my 
I confusion. » 

tt Good heavens ! exclaimed the Baronet ^ 
I how every new discovery of his viUamf 
n alarms me! All his guilt is now tooplain^ 
9 and I find his present prosecutioD. was 
% dictated by tyranny, cowardice^ and 
» revenge. At my request, Mr. Gaoler > 
» set this young Officer, now your pri- 
» soner, free, aiid trust to me for the 
» consequences. I'll make it my businest 
9 to set the affair in a proper light to my 
9 friend the niagistrate who has com-* 
» mittedhim. Butwhere is the unfortunate 
» young lady herself? let her appear to 
» confront this wretch ; I long to know by 
» what arts he^bas seduced her. Entreat 
» her to come in. lYhere i^fihe ? » 

« Ah , Sir, said I , that question stingsme 
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» to the heart : I was once indeed happy 
» in a daughter, but her miseries— > 
Another inteiruption here prevented me; 
for who shouM make her appearance but 
Sliss Arabella Wilmot, who was the next 
day to have been married to Mf . Thomhill. 
Nothing could equal her surprise at seeing 
Sir William and his nephew here before 
her ; for her arrival was quite accidental. 
It happened that she and the old gentle- 
man her father were passing through the 
town on their way to her aunt's , who had 
inristed that her nuptials with Mr^ Thern- 
hill should be «onsummated at her house; 
but st(^^)ing for refreshmoit, they put 
up at an inn at the o^her end of the town. 
It was there from the window that the 
young lady happened t6 observe one of 
my little boys playing in the street, and 
instantly sending a footman to bring the 
child to her , she learned 0rom him some 
account of our misfortunes; but wa^ still 
ILept ignorant of young Mr. Xhomhiir^ 
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being the cause. Thovfgh her father made 
several remonstrances o« the improprtet/ 
of going to a prison to visit us i yet they 
were ineffectual; she desired the child to 
conduct her^ which he did^ and it was 
thus sl^e surprised us at a juncture so 
unexpected. 

Nor can I go on , without a reflection 
on those accidental meetings , which , 
though they happen every day, seldom 
excite our surprise but \ipou some extra- 
ordinary occasion. To what a fortuitous 
concurrence do we not owe every pleasure 
and conveniepce of our lives I How many 
seeming accidents must unite before we can 
be clothed or fed! The peasant m^st be 
disposed to labour^ the shower must fall, 
the wind fill the merchant's sail , or 
numbers must want the usual supply. 

We all continued silent for some mo- 
ments, while my charming pupil, which 
was the name I generally gave this young 
lady, united in her lopks epmpassion and 
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afttonishment> which gave new finishhigs 
to her beauty. # Indeed, my dttar Mr. 
» Thornhili, » cried, she to theS^juire, who 
she supposed was come here to succour 
and not to oppress us, « I take it a little 
» unkindly that you should come here 
» without me, or never inform me of the 

> situation of a family so dear to us both : 
3 you know I should take as much plea- 
» sure in contributing to the relief of my 
3» reverend old master here , whom C 
s». shall ever esteem, as you can. But I 
» find that, like your uncle 9 you take a 

> pleasure in dding good in secret. » 

* He find pleasure in doing good 1 cried 
».Sir William, interrupting her. No, my 
» dear , his pleasures are as base as he is. 
^ You see in him^ Madam, as complete a 
i> villain as ever disgraced humanity ; a 
» wretch , who , after having deluded 
» this poor majti'^ daughter, after plotting 
ii against the innocence of her sister > has 
f thrown ^he father into prison, and the 
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» eldest sop into fetters because he had 
» courage to face his betrayer I And give 
» me leave , Madam 9 now to congratulate 

> you upon an escape from the embraces 

> of such a monster* » 

« O goodness 5. cried the lovely giri^ 
» how have I been deceived ! Mr. Thom- 
» hill informed me for certain , that this 
» gentleman's eldest son, Captain Prim- 
» rose , was gone off to America with his 
» new married lady. » 

« My sweetest Miss, cried my wife, he 
» has told you nothing but falsehoods. My 
» son George never left the kingdom, nor 
» never was married. Though you have 
^ forsaken him , he has always loved you 
» too wen to think of any body else; and 
» I have heard him say, he would die a 
» bachelor for your sake. » She then pro- 
ceeded to expatiate on the sincerity of 
her son's passion; she set his duel with 
Mr. Thomhill in a proper light, from 
thence she made a rapid digression to 
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the Squire^s debaucheries, hisj^retended 
marriages 9 and ended with a most insult- 
ing picture of his cowardice. 

c Good heavens ! cried Miss Wilmot, 
» how very near have I been upon the 
» brink of ruin ! But how great is my plea- 
» sure to have escaped it ! Ten thousand 
» falsehoods has this gentleman told me. 
» He had at last art enough to persuade 
» me that my promise to the only man I 
» esteemed 9 was no longer binding, since 
» he had been unfaithful. By his falsehoods 
» I was taught to detest one equally brave 
» and generous. » 

. But b}' this time my son was freed from 
the incumbrances^ of justice ^ as the person 
supposed to be wounded was detected 
to be an impostor. Mr. Jenkinson also, 
who had acted as his vaUt-ils-chambre , 
had dressed up bi$ hair, and furnished 
him with whatever \^as necessary to make 
a genteel appearance. He now therefore 
entered 9 handsomely dressed in his regi- 



Digitized by Google 



OF I^TAKEPIELD. 417 

mentals; anfl, without vanity, { for I am 
above it ) he appeared as handsome a fellow 
as ever wore a military dress. As he enter- 
ed, he made Miss Wilmot a modest and 
distant bow , for he was not as yet acquaint* 
ed with the change which the eloquence 
of his mother had wrought in his favour. 
But no decorums could restrain the im« 
patience of his blushing mistress to he 
forgiven. Her tears, her looks, all contri- 
buted lo discover the real sensations of her 
heart for having forgotten her former 
promise, and having suffered herself to be 
deluded by an impostor. My son appeared 
amazed at her condescension , and could 
scarce believe it real. — « Sure, Madam, 
i» cried he, this is but delusion ! I can 
» never have merited this I To be blessed 
» thus is to be too happy 1 — No, Sh*, 
» replied she , I have been deceived , basely 
» deceived ; else nothing could have ever 
» made me unjust to my promise. You 
p know mjr friendship > you have long 
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• known it; but forget what I have ion^i 
» and as you oncte had my warmest vows 
» of constancy > you shall now have them 
» repeated ; and be assured , that if your 
» Arabella cannot be yours, she shall 

• never be another's. — And no other's 
« you shall be, cried Shr William, if I 
» have any influence with your father. » 

This hint was sufficient for my son 
Moses, who immediately flew to the inn 
where the old gentleman was , to inform 
him of every circumstance that had hap- 
pened. But in the mean time the Squire^ 
perceiving that he was on every side un- 
done^ and finding no hopes were Idt 
from flattery or dissimulation, concluded 
that his wisest way would be to turn and 
£ice his pursuers. Thus^ laying aside all 
shame , he appeared the open hardy 
villain. « I find then , cried he , that I am 
» to expect no {ustice here ; but I am 
» resolved it shall be done me* You shall 
» know,Su*,i turning to Sir William, « I 
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» am no longer a poor dependant upon 
» your favours, I scorn them. Nothing can 
B keep Aliss Wilmot's fortune from me, 
» vhicli 9 I thank her father's assiduity , 
» is pretty large. The articles, and a bond 
• for her fortune , are signed , and safe in 
> my possession. It was her fortune, not 
» her person , that induced me to wish for 
» this match; and possessed of the one, 
1 let who will take the other. » 

This was an alarming blow : Sir William 
was sensible of the justice pf hi$ claims, 
for he had been instrumental in drawing 
up the marriage - article • hiniself. Miss 
WUmot therefore perceiving that her for-^ 
tune was irretrievably l^st, turning to my 
son, asked if the loss of fortune could lessen 
her value to him. « Though fortune, said 
h she, is out of my power 9 at least I have 
9 my hand to give, n 

« And that , Madam, cried her real 
9 lover, was indeed all that you ever had 
9 to gfve^ at least all that I ever thought 
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9 wordi the acceptance. And I now protesCf 
9 my Arabella 9 by all that's happy, your 
9 want of fortune this naoment increases 
9 my pleasure, as it serves to convince 
9 my sweet girl of my sincerity* » 

Mr. Wilmot no>^ entering, he seemed 
not a little pleased at the danger his daugh- 
ter had just escaped , and readily con- 
footed to a dissolution of the match. But 
finding that, her fortune, which was se- 
cured to Mr* Thdmhill by bond, would 
pot be. given up , nothing could exc^ 
his disappointment. He now saw that his 
money must all go to enrich one who had 
no fortune of hi^ own. He could bear his 
being a rascal ; but to want an equivalent 
to his daughter's fortune w«9 wormwood. 
He sat, thfsrefore, fpr some minutes, em- 
ployed in the mo^t m(H*lifying speculation, 
tiU Sir William attempted to lessen his 
anxiety. — « I must confess,,. Sir, cried he ^ 
y> that your present disappointnaent dods 
w. not entirely displease me. Your immo- 
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» derate passion for wealth is now justly 
» punished. But though the young lady 
> cannot be rich 9 she has still a compe- 
» fence sufficient to give content. Here 
» you see an honest young soldier, who 
» is willing to take her without fortune ; 
» they have long loved each other, and , 
» for the friendship I bear his father , my 
• interest shall not be wanting in his pro- 
» motion. Leave then that ambition which 
» disappoints you, and for once admit that 
» happiness which courts your accep- 
» tance. 

a Sir William, replied the old gentle- 
» man, be assured I never yet forced her 
» inclinations, nor will I now. If she still 
» continues to love this young gentleman , 
» let her have him with all my heart. 
» There is still, thank heaven, some for- 
» tune left , and your promise will make 
9 it something more. Only let my old 
» friend here ( meaning me ) give me a 
A promise of settling six thousand pounds 
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> upon niy girl , if ever he should cooii 
9 to his fortune, apd I am ready this ni^t 
» to be the fust to join t^m toother. » 

Af it now remained >^ith me to maXe 
the young, couple happy, I readily gave a 
promise of making the settlement he re- 
quired; \rhich, to Qne who had such 
little expectations as I, was no great fii- 
vour« We had now therefore the satisfection 
of seeing them fly into each other's arms 
in a transport. « After all my misfortunes, 
9 criedmyson George, to bethu^rewarded! 
» Sure this is more than I could ever hare 
V presumed to hope for. To be possessed of 
» all that's good, and after such an inter- 
9 yal of pain I My warmest wishes could 
» pever rise so high! --* Yes, my George, 
» returned hi$ lovely bride , now let the 
9 wretch tal^e my f<^tune; »ince you are 
» h^ippy without it , 90 4m I* Q what an 
)f exchange have I made from the basest 
n of men to the dearest and hestt let him 
% WW Quy iQvtmifi, I now can be happy 
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» even in indigence. — And I promise 
» ypu, cried the Squire 9 witli a malicious 
3 grin, I shall be very happy with whal 
B you despise. — Hold , hold , Sir , cried 
» Jenkinson, there are two words to tha| 
» bargain. As for that lady's fortune ^ Sir, 
> you fthall never touch a single stiver of 
9 it. Pray 9 your honour, continued he to 
» Sir 'Williara , can the Squire have this 
» ladjf's fortune if he be married to an-* 
» other? — How can you make such a sim- 

• pie demand? repli<ed the Saronet : un- 
» doubtedly he cannot.' — I am sorry for 
j» that, cried Jenkinson; for as this 
» gentleman and I have been old fellowr 

• .sport ers , I have a friendship for him. But 
» I must declare , well as I love him, fhat' 
» bi^ contract is not worth a tobacpo- 
» stopper, for h^ is n^arrifd ^lrea.dy. — 
» You lie like a rascal ^ ». returned the 
SqMire , whio seepied roused by this 
in^AU; «I never w4« legally ^^rried \o 
» Any woman* -r- Inde^ 1 biegg^ig jm^ 
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» honour's pardon , replied the other, 
» you were ; and I hope you will shew a 
» proper return of friendship to your own 
» honest Jenkinson> who brings you a 
» wife; and if the company will restrain 
» their curiosity a few minutes, they shall 
» see her. » — So saying, he went off with 
liis usual celerity , and left us all unahle 
to form any probable conjecture as to 
his design. — « Ay, let him go, cried the 
» Squire ; whatever else I may have done, 
» I defy him there. I am too old now to 
» be frightened with squibs. » 

« I am surprised , said the Baronet, 
> what the fellow can intend by this. Somt 
» low piece of humour, I suppose! — Pcr- 
» haps. Sir, replied I, he may have a 
• more serious meaning. For when wc 
1) reflect on the various schemes this 
»' gentleman htis laid to seduce innocence , 
ft perhaps some one, more artful than the 
» rest, has been found able to deceive 
» him^ When we cpnsider'wbat nuiid>en 
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» he has ruined) how many parents now 
i*feel with anguish the Infamy and the 
» contamination whiqh he has brought 
> into their fan^ilies^ it would not surprise 

* me if some one of them — Amazement I 
» Do I see my lost daughter 1 Do I hol4 
» her ! It is , it is my life ^ my happiness 1 
» I thought thee lost, my Olivia, yetstiU 
» I hold thee, — and still thou shalt liv^ 

* to bless me ! » The warmest transports 
of l^e fondest lover were not greater than 
Oiine when I saw him introduce my child, 
and held my daughter in my arms^ whos;^ 
silence only spoke her raptqres. « And ^rt 
J> thou returned to me, my darling, died 
■ I> to be my oonafprtin^ge!— ThatMif 
» is, cried Jenkinson^, And make much of 

* her, for she is your own honourably 
" child, and as honest a woman as any in 
» the whole room, let the other be who 
» she ,will. And as for you, Squire, a? 
» Biire as you stand there , this young lady 
» is your lawful wedded wife. And Xf> 
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9 convince you^that I speaL nothing but 
t truth, here is the licence by whkh 
» you were married together, i So saying , 
lie put the licence into- the Baronet^ 
hands, who read it, and found it per&ct 
in every respect. « And now , Gentlemen , 
1 continued he, I find you are surprised 
» at all this; but a very few words will 
» explain the difficulty. That there Squire 
"» of renown, for whom I have a great 
1 friendship , but that's between our- 
» selves, has often employed me in doing 
» odd little things for him. Among the 
» rest, he commissioned me to pro<9Cure 
» him a false licence and a false priest ^ in 
1 order to deceive this young lady. But as 
• I was very much his friend , what did I 
» do but went and got a true licence and 
» a true priest, and married diem both as 
» fast as the cloth could make them. Per- 
» haps you^^ll think it was generosity that 
» made me do all this. But no. To my 
j» shame I confess it, my only design was 
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» to keep the licence, and let the Squire 
» know that I could prove it upon him 
» whenever I thought proper, and so 
» make him come down whenever I wanl- 
B ed money. » A burst of pleasure now 
seemed to fill the whole apartment ; our 
joy reached even to the common room , 
where the prisoners themselves sympa- 
thized, 

».•. And shook their chaios 

In traosport and rude harmony. 

Happiness wag expanded upon evei^ 
&ce, and even Olivia's cheek seeined 
flashed with pleasure. To be thus restored 
to reputation^ to friends and fortune at 
once , was a rapture sufficient to stop the 
progress of decay , and restore former 
health and vivacify. But perhaps among 
all there was not one who felt sincerer 
pleasure than I. Still holding the dear 
loved child in my arms, I asked my heart 
if these transports were notdelusion. «6ow 
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» could you 9 cried I , turning to Mr. Jen" 
9 kinson , how could you add to my mi- 
• series by the story of her death ? But it ! 
» matters not : my pleasure at finding h» 
» again , is more than a recompense for 
» the pain. » 

t As to your question > replied Jenkin* 
ji son, t^at is easily answered. I thought 
» the only probable means of freeing you 
» from prison > was by submitting to the 
» Squire 9 and consenting to his marriage 
» with the other young lady. But these 
» you had vow^ neyer to grant whUe 
» your daughter was fUying; there was 
9 therefcH'e no olther method to brinf; 
» things to bear^ but by persuading you 
» that she was dead. I prevailed on your 
» wife to join* in the deceit » and we have 
» not had a fit opportunity of undeoeiving 
» you till now. » 

In the whole assembly now there only 
appeared two faces that did not glow with 
transport. Mr. Thoi:nfalU*s assurance had 
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tkely forsaken him : he now saw the 
Iph of infamy and want before him, 
d trembled to take the plunge. He there- 
^feil on his knees before his unole, 
d in a vojce of piercing misery implored 
mpassion. Sir William was going to 
urn him away; but at my request he 
Uedhim, and after pausing a ^w mo-** 
eijts: a Thy vices, crimes, ari^ ingrati^ 
tode, cried he, deserve no tenderness; 
yet thou shalt not be entirely forsaken; 
a bare competence shall be supplied to 
support the wants of life, but not its 
ibliies. This young lady ,^hy wife, shall 
^pnt in possession of a third part of 
that fortune which once was thine, and 
^m her tenderness alone thou art to 
expect any extraordinary supplies for 
Ae future, » He was going to express 
^ gratitude for such kindness in a set 
Peech; but the baronet prevented him 
y bidding him not to aggravate his mean^ 
'ess, which was already but too ap* 
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parent. He ordered him at the same 
time to be gone^ and from all his former 
domestics to chuse one such as he shoold 
think proper, which Was all that should 
be granted to attend him. 

As soon as he left us, Sjr William very po- 
litely slept up to his new niece with a smile y 
and wished her joy. His example was fol- 
lowed by Miss Wilmot and her father; my 
wife too kissed her daughter with much 
affection, as, to use her own expression, 
she was now made an honest wcHcnan 
of. Sophia and Moses followed in turn , 
and even our b^efactor Jenkinson desired 
to be admitted to that honour. Our satis- 
faction seemed scarce capable of increase. 
Sir 'William , whose, greatest pleasure was 
in doing good, now looked round with a 
countenance open as the sun, and saw 
nothing but joy in the looks of all, except 
that of my daughter Sophia, who, for 
S0me reasons we could not comprehend « 
did not seepi perfectly satisfied, c I thiui 

\ 
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» BOW 9 cried he^ with a smile, that all 
» the company, except one or two, seem 
». perfeeUy happy. There only remains an 
» act. of justice for me to do. You are 

> sensible. Sir,. continued he, turning to 
9 me , of the obligations we both owe Mr. 
» JenkinsQtt for his. late assiduity in de-^ 

> tecting a scoundrel. It is but just we 
r should both iieward him for it. Miss 
» Sophia will, I am sure, make him very^ 
s happy, and he shall have from me five 
9 hundred pounds as her fortune; and 
» upon this I am sure they can live very 
1 comfortably together. Come, Miss So- 

> phia, what say you to this match of my 
» making? Will you have him ? » My poor 
girl seemed almost sinking into her 
mother's ajms at the hidepus proposal. 
^^ « Have him , Sir ! cried she faintly ; 
n tio> Sir, never, t- "What, cried he again , 
ft not have Mr. Jenkinson, your bene- 
» factpr, a handsome young fellow, with 

> five hundred pounds apd good expecta- 
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»tionsT^I beg; 9 Sir, returned slie , 
» scarce able to speak, that you'U desist, 

• and not make me so very wretched. — 
» "Was ev^ such obstinacy known, cried 
» he again , to refuse a man whom the 

• family has such infinite obligations tb, 
» who has preserved your sister, and who 
» has five hundred pounds ! What , net 
» have him! — No, Sir, never, replied 

j^ she angrily; I'd sooner die first. — If 
» that be the case then, cried he, if you 
» will not have him , — I think I must have 
9 you myself. » And so saying, he caught 
her to his breast with ardour. « My love* 
9 liest, my most sensible of girls, cried 
» he, how cotild you ever think your 
9 own Burchell could deceive you, or that 
9 Sir William Thornhill could- ever cease 
9 to admire a mistress that loved him for 
9 himself alone ? I have for some ^ears 
9 sought for a woman, who, a stranger 
» to my fortune , could think that I had 
» merit as a man. After having tried ut 
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3 Tain, even amongst ttie pert and the 
« ugly, how great at last must be my 
» rapture to have made » conquest over 
9 such sense and such heavenly beadty I » 
Then turning to Jenkinson : « As I cannot, 
» Sir, part with this young lady mysdf, 
9 for she has taken a fancy to the eut of 
» my face , all the recompense I can make 
9 is to give you her fortune , and you may 
» call upon my steward to-morrOw for 
» five hundred pounds. » Thus we had all 
our compliments to repeat, and Lady 
Thomhill underwent the same round of 
ceremony that her sister had done before. 
In the mean time , Sir William's gentleman 
appeared to tell us that the equipages were 
ready to carry us to the inn, where every 
thing was prepared for our reception. My 
wife and I led the van, and left those 
gloomy mansions of sorrow. The generous 
Baronet ordered forty pounds to be distri- 
buted among the prisoners, and Sir. Wil- 
mot, induced by his example gave half 

i3 
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Ikat sum. Vfe \vere received below by 
the shouts of the villagers y and I saw antf 
shook by the band two or three of my 
bonest parishioners, wbo were among the 
number. They attended us to our inn, 
wh^:*e a sumptuous entertainment was 
provided, and coarser provisions distri- 
buted in great quantities among the po« 
pulacCf 

After supper, as my spirits were exhaust- 
ed by the alternation of pleasure and pain 
which they had sustained during the day, 
I asked permission to withdraw ; and, leav^ 
ing the company in the midst of their 
mSirth, as soon as I found myself alone,! 
poUred out my heart in gratitude to the 
giver of joy as well as of sorrow, and then 
slept undisturbed till morning. 

CHAP. XXXII. 
The conctusion, 

X BE next morning, as soon as I awaked, 
I found my eldest son sitting by my bed- 
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side, who came to increase my joy with 
another turn of fortune in my favour. First 
having; released me from the settlement that 
I had made the day before in his &vour, 
he let me know that my merchant, who 
had failed in town , was arrested at An<- 
tweif» , and there had given up efftcts to a 
much greater amounfckthan what was due 
to bis creditors. My boy's generosity pleased 
me almost as much as this unlooked^or 
good fortune. But I had some doubts whe- 
ther I ought in Justice to accept his offer. 
While I was pondering upon this, Sir Wil- 
liam entered the room , to whomi commu- 
nicated my doubts. His opinion was, that 
as my son was already possessed of a very 
afHuent fortune by his marriage, I might 
accept his offer without any hesitation* 
His business, however, was to inform me, 
that as he had the night before sent for 
the licences , and expected them every 
hour, he hoped that I would not refuse 
my assistance in making all the company 
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happy that morning. A footman entered 
while we were speaking , to tell ua that 
the messenger W4S returned ; and as I was 
by this time ready , I went down, where 
I found the whole company as merry as 
affluence and innocence coulcf make them. 
Howevor^ as they were now preparing for 
a very solemn c^mony, their laughter 
entirely displeased me. I told than of the 
grave , becoming, and sublime deportment 
they should assume upon this mystical 
occasion, and read them two homilies 
and a thesis of my own composing, in 
order to prepare them. Yet they still seem- 
ed perfectly refractory and ungovernable. 
Even as We were going along to church, 
to which I led the way, all gravity had 
quite forsaken them, and I was often 
tempted to turn back in indignation. In 
church a new dilemma arose , which pro- 
mised no easy solution. This was , which 
couple should be married first : my son's 
bride warmly insisted^ that Lady Thorn- 
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liili ( that was to be ) should take the 
lead ; but this the other refused with equal 
ardour , protesting she would not be guilty 
of such rudeness for the world. The ar- 
gument was supported for some time be- 
tween both with equal obstinacy and good 
breeding. But as I stood all this time with 
my book ready, I was at last qi!^ite tired Of 
the contest, and shutting it : tl perceive, 
9 cried I, that none of you have a mind to 
» be married , and I think we had as good 
» go back again , fori suppose there will be 
» no business done here to-day. » — * This at 
once reduced them to reason. The Baronet 
and his Lady were first married, and the^^ 
my son and his lovely partner. 

I had previously that morning given 
orders that a coach should be sent for my 
honest neighbour Flamborough and his 
family ; by which ^eans, upon our return 
to the inn , we had tlie pleasure of finding 
the two Miss Flamboroughs alighted before 
us. Mr. Jenkinson gave his hand to the 
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eldest, and my son Moses led up the other; 
^ ( and I have since found that he has taken 
a real liking to the girl , and my consent 
and bounty he shall have whenever he 
thinks proper to demand them. ) We were 
no sooner returned to the inn, but num- 
bersof my parishioners , hearing of my suc- 
cess, came to congratulate me ; but among 
the rest were those who rose to rescue me, 
and whom I formerly rebuked with such 
sharpness. I told the story to Sir William, 
my son-in-law, who went out and reprov- 
ed them with great severity ; but finding 
them quite disheartened by his har^ 
reproof, he gave them half a guinea apiece 
to drink his health and raise their defected 
spirits. 

Soon after this we were called to a very 
genteel entertainment^ which was dressed 
by Mr. ThornhilPs co^. And it may not 
be improper to observe with respect lo that 
gentleman , that he now resides in quali^ 
of companion a^ a relation's house ^ being 
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very well liked, and seldom sitting at the 
sifle-table 9 except \^hen there is no roonk 
at the other; for they make no stranger of 
him. His time is pretty much taken up in 
keeping his relation , who is a little me- 
lancholy ^ in spirits, and in learning to 
blow the French horn. My eldest daughter, 
however , still remembers him with regret; 
and she has even told me, though! mak# 
a great secret of it, that when he reforms 
she may be brought to relent. But to 
return, for I am not apt to digress thus, 
when we were to sit down to dinner, our 
ceremonies were going to be renewed. The 
question was whether my eldest daughter, 
as being a matron , should not sit above 
the two young brides; but the debate was 
cut short by my $on George, who proposed 
that the company dhould sit indiscrimi- 
nately, every gentleman by his lady. This 
was received with great approbation by 
all, excepting my wife, who I could per- 
ceive was not perfectly satisfied, as she 
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expected to have had the pleasure of sit' 
ting at the head of the table, and carvinf 
all the meat for all the company. But not* 
Mrithstanding this, it is impossible to de- 
scribe our good humour. I can't say whe- 
ther we had more wit amongst us now 
than usual; but I am certain we had more 
laughing, which answered the end as well. 
One jest I particularly remember : ol4 
Mr. Wilmot drinking. to ^ Moses 9 whose 
bead was turned another way, my son 
replied : Madam, I thank you. Upon which 
the old gentleman , winking upon the rest - 
of the company, observed that he was 
thinking of his mistress. At which {est I 
thought the two Miss Flamboroughs would 
have died with laughing. As soon as dinner 
was over, according to my old custom, I 
requested that the table might be taken 
away, to have the pleasure of seeing all 
my family assembled once more by a 
cheerful fire-ude. My two little ones sat 
upon each knee, the rest of the company 
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bj their partners. I had oothing now on 
this side of the grave to wish for, all my 
cares were over, my pleasure was un- 
breakable. It now only remained that my 
gratitude in good fortune should exceed 
my former submission in adversity. 



TBE END. 
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on Goldsmith, hy David Garrick. 



Bum, Hermes « says Jove, who with nectar wm 

mellow, 
Go> fetch me some clay ; I will make an odd fellow* 
Right and wrong shall be jumbled; much gold, and 

some dross ; 
Without cause be he pleased, without cause be bm 

cross : 
Be sure, as I work, to throw in contradictioos ; 
A great lover of truth, yet a mind turn'd to fictions* 
Wow mix these ingredients, which, warm'd in the 

baking. 
Turn to learning and gaming, relig^n and raking; 
With the love of a wench, let his vvritings be chaste ; 
Tip hU tongue with strange matter, his pen with 

fine taste. 
That the rake and the poet o'er all may prevail ^ 
Set fire to his head, and set fire to his tail : 
For the joy of each sex on the world I'll bestow it. 
This scholar, rake, christian, dupe, gamester; and 

poet. '■ 

Though a mixture so odd , he shall merit great fame , 
Dind among brother mortals be Goldsmith bis name. 
When on earth this strange meteor no more shall 

appear, 
Tou, Hermes J shall fetch him, to make us sport 

here. 
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